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New York and Its Freight Congestion 
Walter Quackenbush 


HOUGH not so extensive as a year 
E ago, the present freight blockade of 

New York harbor is something which 
is causing both shippers and carriers a 
great deal of concern, and though a very 
strong effort has been and is being made 
to ease the situation, the improvement, if 
any, is so negligible as not to be notice- 
able. While loaded freightcars are not 
strung out to anything like the extent 
they were a year ago, still the tracks at 


tg 


all railroad terminals are crowded about 
to the limit. Many to whom cars are 
consigned have extreme difficulty in get- 
ting them, and frequently there comes a 
wail from the injured which seems quite 
justified by the facts. 

One case in point is a car of flour which 
was 50 days in reaching New York from 
a point near Buffalo. This wanderer 
seems to have had a somewhat extended 
journey, the monotony of which was fre- 


quently broken by transfers from one 
road to another. This car was shipped 
via the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad for 
New York Central delivery. 

It .was turned over to the New York 
Central Nov. 1, and on Nov. 4 that road, 
having apparently taken a dislike to the 
car, turned it over to the Lackawanna, 
which, after keeping it until Nov. 13, took 
a similar attitude toward it and turned it 
back to the New York Central at Os- 


ee a 


wego, and it finally reached its destination 
on Nov. 30. The consignee would be 
pleased to have information as to its 
whereabouts for the 17 days between its 
reaching Oswego and its final arrival at 
destination. 

That all the terminals and railroads 
are badly congested there is no doubt, and 
the outlook for relief, in spite of the 
embargoes recently applied, is not at all 
good. Without question the prime cause 
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A Floating Grain Elevator Loading Two Barges Simultaneously 


is the lack of ocean freight room for the 
immense tonnage that is shipped to the 
seaboard for export, but there are a great 
many secondary causes, among which is 
the fact that shippers in many instances 
have forwarded stuff which either could 
not possibly arrive in time for sailing 
dates set down for the steamer on which 
it was booked, or by reason of railroad 
delays reached the terminal too late to 
make the ship. 

Frequently the steamship authorities 
ask the railroads to do practically im- 
possible things—an example of which is 
indicated by conditions recently at the 
Brush Terminal docks, when the Belgian 
Prince was loading. The New York Cen- 
tral: road had a barge loaded with very 
heavy freight out at the end of the pier, 
and was told to unload it on the dock at 
the side of the Belgian Prince. To reach 
that point, in view of the crowded con- 
dition at the dock, was practically im- 
possible, as there were just about two 
inches of open water between the Belgian 
Prince and the lighter next to her. 

Freight of all kinds is still piling up, 
although some roads claim to be able to 
take care of their export shipments. If 
this is a fact, delivery of domestic 
freight ought to help greatly in clearing 
up the situation; but since it does not 
clear up, in fact seems to become more 
crowded, it looks as though this is only 
another case where the wish may be 
father to the thought. 

The traffic department of the Mer- 
chants’ Association of New York, in an 
attempt to forestall a repetition of the 
conditions of last year, has advocated 


re-establishing the freight accumulation 
conference committee, appointed last year 
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for the purpose of co-ordinating the 
efforts of shippers and carriers, to the 
end that the present congestion at ter- 
minals may. be relieved and further con- 
gestion prevented, but what the outcome 
may be is a matter of conjecture. 


INCREASING EXPORTS 


Speaking particularly of wheat and 
flour, there probably has never been 
more, and seldom as much, wheat either 
in cars at terminals, afloat in ships or 
lighters, or in terminal elevators as there 
is now, and though the quantity of flour 
has at times been heavier, there is con- 
siderable of this also. 

It is difficult to secure exact figures, 
but those obtainable point quite clearly 
to the fact that at this writing (Dec. 15) 
there are at the port of New York some- 
thing over 14,000,000 bus of wheat, about 
all of which awaits shipment abroad, and 
about 700,000 bbls of flour, although of 
the latter a good proportion is for do- 
mestic distribution. 

The great trouble about the delay of 


domestic flour is that, owing to the 
rapidly fluctuating wheat markets, a 
buyer may have flour coming which 


would give him a large profit if he could 
get it in time to sell and deliver it before 
a break in wheat prices occurs, but when 
these opportunities present themselves it 
seems to be increasingly difficult to get 
cars through to terminals and distribute 
them. 

Another bad feature of delays when 
such conditions exist is that frequently 
sales have been made to certain buyers 
who find it convenient or expedient to 
hunt up excuses for not taking out flour 
they have purchased, when there is a 
sharp decline in the market during the 
inordinately long time cars are in transit. 
Another side of this matter of delayed 
delivery is that, not infrequently, buyers 
pay sight draft on cars and have their 
money tied up for long periods, suffering 
the loss of the interest as well as some- 
times losing the sale of the flour on a 
profitable basis. 

The conditions in New York harbor 
differ from those of any other in the 
world, in that, as the big railroad termi- 
nals are practically all on the New 
Jersey side of the Hudson River, it is 
necessary to lighter all freight for do- 
mestic delivery at New York. In a harbor 
where, in the average year, vessels aggre- 
gating 15,000,000 tons clear, this task is 
not always an easy one, particularly in 
view of the ever-increasing amount of 
goods exported. 

Taking the export figures for wheat 
and flour for the period from Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 1, 1916, we find that this year 109,- 
870,383 bus of wheat have been handled, 
against 79,881,262 for the corresponding 
period of last year, or an approximate 
increase of 30,000,000 bus. Though the 
amount of flour exported showed a de- 
crease for this year of over 1,000,000 bbls, 
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still over 5,000,000 bbls were handled for 
export. All of this is exclusive of the 
many thousands of tons of other freight, 
much of it of a weighty and bulky na- 
ture, that has been shipped abroad 
through the port of New York. 

As a comparison, the following table 
showing wheat and flour exported from 
New York and other Atlantic ports for 
a period of 11 months ending Dec. 1, 
1916, may be interesting (000’s omitted) : 


Wheat, bus Flour, bbls 


From— 1916 1915 1916 1915 
109,870 
41,479 


79,881 
29,339 


5,102 6,788 
1,875 748 


New York ... 
Baltimore ... 





Boston ...... 11,966 1,036 693 
Philadelphia. . 28,395 1,345 1,158 
Newport News 25 1,076 150 
Portland, Me. 43 340 155 
Galveston ... 12 112 206 
New Orleans. 29,764 5,137 1,449 





HARBOR EQUIPMENT 


In point of tonnage, as well as in 
value of shipping, the port of New York 
outranks either Liverpool, London or 
Hamburg. The ocean trade amounts to 
$2,000,000,000, and the coastwise trade to 
$6,000,000,000, annually. The equipment 
to handle it is gigantic. Whole fleets of 
lighters and tugs are constantly plying 
the waters of the harbor. 

It has been stated that the carriers have 
not kept pace with the growth of the 
traffic, but this is not altogether a fact. 
Giant piers, car floats and tugs have been 
built within a very recent time, but even 
with these the demand upon the harbor 
facilities because of the war has been 
greater than ever could have been fore- 
seen. Without the conditions produced 
by the war the equipment would have 
doubtless been quite ample for handling 
the traffic. 

Take, for example, one of the new 
Lehigh Valley Railroad’s car floats: the 
one shown in the illustration, hauled by 
a powerful tug, is floating 46 cars of 
freight, practically a whole train, down 
the river at one time. The tugs of this 
company will soon be equipped with tele- 
phones, so that when a tug touches at 
one of the company’s piers, without leav- 
ing his place in the pilot-house the cap- 
tain will be able to call up the tug dis- 
patcher at Jersey City on a private wire, 
reporting his arrival, and learning what 
he is to do-next. 

To make this possible, cut-in boxes are 
placed on the ends of each of the Lehigh 
Valley piers in New York, Brooklyn, 
Jersey City and the Bronx, and tugs are 
equipped with the necessary apparatus. 
When a tug touches a pier end, a deck- 
hand will be ready to jump ashore and 
couple up the telephone. The result will 
not only prove a great time-saver, it is 
believed, but the railroad management 
expects the idea will greatly increase the 
efficiency of tugs and barges. 

A new efficiency craft has just been 
added to the New York harbor floating 
equipment of the same railroad. The 

(Continued on page 46.) 
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hawgs at feedin’ time.” 





“These here New Year resolves,” said Old Dad Fetchit, 
of the Fish Rivér Roller Mills, “remind me of when Joung 
Bill Fetchit come home from bein’ to school up in Mizzou- 
ree. Young Bill was as lively) as a Whip with a new cracker 
on it an’ wasn’t only goin’ to show me how to run the mill 
but let it out that a lot of the folks around here was jes’ bare- 
footed hill billies. “Then along come warm weather an’ the 
fish got to bitin’ good, an’ danged ef it.wasn’t all I could do 
to get Bill to stand up long enough to yell s-o-0-ir-i to the 








A GEM 
House or Representatives U. S. 
Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 28, 1916. 
Editors, 
The Weekly Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

Dear Sirs: On account of the obscure 
character of your publication my atten- 
tion has not been called until today to 
the article in the editorial columns of 
The Weekly Northwestern Miller of Sep- 
tember 20, 1916, in which you have occa- 
sion to refer to me and my fight for a 
cheaper food product which you have 
been industriously opposing. I have just 
found time to read it. I am not in the 
habit of settling matters of this kind in 
Court. I am wondering if the limited 
number of people who read your paper 
admire the splendid courage which lead 
you, from the safe distance of 1,500 
miles, to refer to me as you have in this 
editorial. I do not know what particular 
editor of your paper is responsible for 
this article or what particular miller, but 
if whoever is responsible for it has 
enough courage while he is in Washing- 
ton or anywhere else where I happen to 
be to admit the authorship of the article 
I will know how to settle with him and 
of course there is only one way to adjust 
a matter of that kind. I hardly expect, 
however, the responsible person will have 
enough courage to do this. 

I did make a mistake in the speech to 
which you refer when I mentioned your 
paper as being one of the “principal” 
organs of the Food Trust. I have since 
learned that your influence is too limited 
to entitle you to the distinction I seem 
to have given you. Your paper will never 
be one of the “principal” organs of any- 
thing worth mentioning, not even the 
Food Trust. 

I note your generous suggestion that 
I proceed against you in the Courts. I 
assure you I am after bigger game than 
you are and have no time to waste. I 
am after the Food Trust, of which the 
Northwestern Millers are an important 
part. 

I recall an experience I had once in a 
northern State when much younger than 
I am now. While out hunting, a duck, 
apparently lame, and pretending to have 
a broken wing, fluttered along the ground 
ahead of me. I knew, however, that she 
was simply attempting to draw me away 
from the place where her brood were 
concealed. I assure you that I do not 
propose to be diverted from the fight I 
am making by the articles you are writ- 
ing and the invitation you give me. You 
are not the duck I am after. I am after 
the brood hidden away which you are 
trying to protect. 

I am perfectly well aware where your 
paper circulates. I know who controls 
the policy of the paper; I know where 
you get your advertising and your in- 
come; and I know about what it is. I 
am sorry that I have no time to devote 
to you. I do not expect to pay any more 


attention to your articles. I expect, how- 
ever, to keep up my fight until I succeed 
in getting my Bill through and my Bill 
provides for a purer food product than 
any of the mills you represent have as 
yet produced and it makes adulteration 
impossible as you well know. This ac- 
counts in a large measure for the opposi- 
tion of the interests you represent to this 
Bill. Very truly yours, 
Henry T. Rarney. 


THE NEW YEAR 

The Northwestern Miller extends to all 
its readers the season’s compliments and 
its best wishes for the year that has 
already begun; may it bring peace, not 
only to them, but to the whole world, 
suffering so sorely from the fearful evils 
of this disastrous war, of which it is 
weary. 

Although milling is one of those indus- 
tries which feel less keenly than others 
the actual hardships of war, since, wheth- 
er the world be at peace or fighting, it 
must still have bread, nevertheless the 
strain of the present great struggle is 
being felt by millers as well as by their 
fellow-men; the tax upon humanity’s 
strength is universal, differing only in de- 
gree, and while milling, as an industry, 
has probably profited by war, neverthe- 
less those engaged in it would gladly 
forego such profits in return for peace 
and the re-establishment of normal con- 
ditions. 

The Northwestern Miller believes that 
this will be the last year of the war, and 
that, before another Christmas comes, 
there will be an end to fighting; not only 
will peace come, but a permanent peace 
that will last far beyond the time of the 
present generation. 

For this end all are longing, not only 
in Europe ut in America as well, and 
while there are no positive assurances 
that it is actually in sight, yet there is 
good reason to hope that it is coming 
speedily. Nineteen hundred and seven- 
teen opens auspiciously, with the nations 
talking peace, if not acting as if they 
meant it. The world heartily desires to 
return to normal conditions, to get back 
to creating instead of destroying things. 
Men and nations are sick of murdering 
each other, and those who are so fortu- 
nate as not to be immediately concerned 
in the fighting share the sincere desire to 
see the finish of it. 

There is good reason to hope that this 
year has upon its calendar the great day 
when peace shall be declared throughout 
the earth. Therefore it is a year of 
glorious possibilities; to be entered upon 
cheerfully and with courage; helpfully 
and hopefully; a year when hate shall be 
forgotten and men shall once again press 
forward, to upbuild and re-create. 

This is the message of the season; may 
every reader of The Northwestern Miller 
live to celebrate the happy coming of the 
expected era of good will; the rolling 
away of the black clouds that have ob- 


scured the sun of happiness, and the 
realization of the universal hope, so long 
deferred. 


TIME PROVES THE TRUTH 


Another object-lesson has been given 
showing the danger of taking the advice 
of food cranks and well-meaning but 
ignorant persons in supplying bread for a 
population. Unfortunately it is at the 
expense of the innocent children of Bel- 
gium, who have been made the victims of 
the popular fallacy that gray bread and 
black bread are just as nutritious as white 
bread. 

When the editor of The Northwestern 
Miller was in Belgium in 1915, engaged 
in relief work, he found in many districts 
that the supporters of whole-wheat and 
coarsely ground flour had been industri- 
ously advocating the use of a loaf made 
from what was called “ninety per cent” 
and “hundred per cent” flour. Not that 
they understood, precisely, the reason for 
the vague faith they possessed, but they 
“had always heard” that “black bread” 
and whole-wheat bread were really 
healthier than white bread, and therefore 
imagined it would be well to feed them to 
the people, especially as the wheat thus 
milled “went further.” 

In combating this theory, the editor of 
The Northwestern Miller used every ar- 
gument he could bring forward, explain- 
ing both the wastefulness and the danger 
of using this “ninety per cent” and “hun- 
dred’ per cent” flour in provisioning’ a 
population wisely accustomed to eating 
good white bread. He pointed out that 
true “black bread” was made from rye 
flour, in itself wholesome for certain 
classes of people, and by no means from 
dirty, badly milled wheat, in which was 
included the bran and flinty particles 
intended for animal use. 

He held that the natural instincts of a 
people were an infallible guide in the 
selection of food best suited to their re- 
quirements; that it was quality and diges- 
tive value that counted, and not the quan- 
tity or mass taken into the stomach. He 
warned the local relief committees in 
Belgium that if they persisted in feeding 
the people black or gray bread made from 
this flour, in which from ninety to one 
hundred per cent of the grain was in- 
cluded, they would find, in time, that the 
population would become debilitated, and 
that sickness would follow, especially 
among the very young. 

On his return to London, he reported 
to Mr. Hoover, chairman of the Commis- 
sion for Relief in Belgium, and urged 
him to make the furnishing of reasonably 
white bread mandatory in Belgium. The 
following is from his report: “Giving my 
reasons for objecting to the ration of 
gray or coarse bread, as furnished in sev- 
eral localities, made from flour milled up 
to ninety and even a hundred per cent 
of the wheat allotted the local mills, I 
recommended that the wheat should in no 
case be ground higher than eighty per 
cent, and, if possible, not to exceed 
seventy-five per cent.” 

Mr. Hoover at once issued orders in 
accordance with this recommendation, 
and for a time they were observed. Sub- 
sequently the pressure upon him to per- 
mit the resumption: of the former prac- 
tice was too great to be withstood, espe- 
cially in districts of Belgium where the 
supply of food was short. The Belgian 
physicians, or most of them, insisted that 
the health of the people was not being im- 
paired by eating the gray bread. Another 
objection urged against the ration of 
whiter bread was that the German military 
authorities protested against the populace 
receiving better bread than the German 
soldiers. 

Mr. Hoover found it impossible, or at 
least unadvisable, to enforce the regula- 
tion calling for whiter bread. After all, 
he reasoned, if the Belgians wanted gray 
bread, and the local relief committees in- 
sisted it was good enough, it was their 
privilege to have it. fn consequence, 
from a basis of eighty per cent, the ration 
changed again back to eighty-five, ninety 
and perhaps one hundred per cent. 

At first all seemed to go well enough; 
there were no complaints, and of course 
the flour thus made “went further,” as 
claimed. 
of the editor of The Northwestern Miller 
had been entirely refuted by practical ex- 
perience, and, no doubt, many of those in 
the service of the Commission for Relief 


‘gians through this awful 


It seemed as if the arguments | 
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in Belgium thought his warnings of dan- 
ger were senseless. 

A year has passed since then, and suffi- 
cient time has elapsed for the result of a 
diet of gray bread to show itself. A few 
months ago, the Commission for Relief in 
Belgium discovered that the children of 
Belgium were suffering to an alarming 
degree from various childish diseases, 
such as rickets, also that tuberculosis was 
rapidly spreading among them. It sent 
a competent specialist to Belgium to in- 
vestigate. He consulted with the Belgian 
physicians and examined into conditions. 
On his return, he reported that the chil- 
dren were suffering from malnutrition,— 
that they had not been fed sufficiently. 
In other words, the gray and black bread 
issued as rations had not nourished them. 

There are two million children in Bel- 
gium, one million of whom are entirely 
destitute. To meet the necessity and save 
the babies and younger children, the 
Commission is now issuing an additional 
ration, at noontime, consisting of espe- 
cially prepared food, thus to restore, if 
possible, the wasted strength resultant 
from feeding these little people on rough 
bread made from eighty-five, ninety and 
one hundred per cent flour. 

This additional meal for the Belgian 
children costs a million dollars a month— 
twelve millions a year, an expense more 
than equal to the saving accomplished by 
using the milling process which “goes 
further,” and accords wholly with the 
theories of such food cranks as “Branny” 
McCann, of the New York Globe and Dr. 
Wiley. In the meantime, as a result of 
this: practical experiment in the whole- 
wheat theory, thousands of innocent chil- 
dren have died, and many thousands more 
are suffering from malnutrition: and will 
have to be slowly nursed back to normal 
strength. 

It seems beyond the comprehension of 
the food cranks to realize the truth that 
when the Almighty created the wheat 
berry he designed it as a food for both 
man and beast. For the latter, he in- 
tended its coarser portion and its flinty 
particles, indigestible and unnutritious to 
man, except such as may be obliged to do 
a beast’s work, or who eat as the beasts 
do, grossly and inordinately, and so re- 
quire coarse bread to stimulate and ag- 
gravate their digestive apparatus. For 
man, normal and civilized man, he de- 
signed the finer, whiter portion of the 
grain, hid in its heart, and to him he gave 
the task of extracting it from its sur- 
roundings and making it fit for human 
food; of making modern white flour and 
modern white bread, the ideal food of the 
human race. 

If the animals are robbed of their share 
of the wheat berry, through the ignorance 
or greediness of man, retributive justice 
infallibly demands retaliation, and gets it 
in impaired digestion, weakness and mal- 
nutrition. What the advocates of gray 
bread—which “went further”—in Belgium 
were unconsciously doing was to rob the 
animals of their proper food and poison 
the babies with it. 

Nor is this all. If flour from eighty- 
five to a hundred per cent be continued 
as a ration in Belgium, despite this ob- 
ject-lesson in the case of the children, 
which is a warning, there will be further 
and greater trouble. The children are 
the first to show the effects of such a 
diet; the very old will follow, then the 
women, and last the men. Only the har- 
diest and strongest can survive such a diet, 
especially when little else than bread is 
their daily portion. Malnutrition will 
spread, and it is only a question of time 
when hunger-typhus will sweep over the 
country, as it did in Russia twenty-five 
years ago, when the peasants resorted to 
similar devices to make their allowance of 
bread “go further” by mixing it with in- 
gredients intended for animals. 

The Commission for Relief in Belgium 
will do well to be warned by what has 
happened to the poor children of Belgium. 
It is essential, not only to bring the Bel- 
eriod, but to 
bring them through in good condition. A 
daily ration of gray bread will not do it. 
Disregarding the advice of food cranks 
and ignoramuses who want flour to “go 
further,” the Commission should insist 
that no flour shall be used for human food 
in Belgium which represents over seventy- 
five per cent of the wheat from which it 
is made. This may seem an expensive 
policy, but in the long run it is the cheap- 
est and infinitely the safest. 
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BRITISH IMPORTING TERMS 


Details as to Revised Standards—The Prob- 
lem of Color—Samples of New Flour 
—The Food Controller 


Lonvon, Ene., Dec. 13.—During the 
week the British government authorities 
have issued new and modified regulations 
regarding the importation of foreign 
flour, and I cabled the new conditions 
yesterday to The Northwestern Miller, so 
they are already known to those who are 
interested. The announcement made by 
the government was as follows: 

The Board of Trade has considered 
the position of imported flour in regard 
to the flour and bread order, 1916. It 
has accordingly given express authority 
under that order for the manufacture 
until further notice of bread or other 
articles of food from any imported flour 
which, though not complying with the 
requirements of the order, satisfies the 
following conditions: 

1, That North American spring wheat 
flour so imported is not whiter than a 
sample representing straight-run flour 
manufactured in Glasgow, at the time 
that the imported flour was purchased, 
from North ‘American spring wheat of a 
grade not lower than No. 3 northern 
Manitoba. 

2. That other wheat flour so imported 
is not whiter than a sample representing 
a straight-run flour manufactured in the 
ordinary course of business in the mills 
of the district of the port of entry, at 
the time that the imported flour was pur- 
chased, 

Flour already purchased for importa- 
tion, whether it has already arrived or 
not, will be deemed for this purpose to 
have been purchased on Dec. 12, 1916. 
The samples referred to above will in all 
cases be taken under government super- 
vision, and will be made available for in- 
spection at the earliest possible moment. 

The Board of Trade has also consid- 
ered the question of flour required for use 
at sea. Pending further experiments as 
to the keeping qualities for extended sea 
voyages of flour milled in accordance 
with the order, they will be prepared on 
application to grant temporary licenses 
for the milling of flour guaranteed to be 
for use at sea otherwise than in accord- 
ance with the terms of the order. 


THE GLASGOW STANDARD 


Doubtless many members in the trade 
in America will wonder why Glasgow 
flour was chosen as a standard on which 
imports of spring wheat flour from 
America and Canada were to be based. 
The reason is that Glasgow is the only 
center in the United Kingdom that has 
an established reputation for what is 
known as a “single wheat flour,” that is, 
a flour made exclusively from Manitoba 
or American spring wheat. 

Such flour is well known in the Glas- 
gow district, and is always quoted among 
the various grades of flour in market 
quotations. It is the grade of flour that 
imported spring wheat flours have to 
compete with. For this reason the gov- 
ernment decided, after consulting with 
millers, to constitute it the standard as 
regards the imports of North American 
flours, which, of course, means flours 
from the United States and Canada. 


COLOR CONFORMITY 


The majority of the mills in the. United 
Kingdom make flour from a blended mix- 


ture consisting of numerous varieties of - 


wheats, and as will be seen from the fore- 
going regulations, all imported flours, 
other than those made from American 
and Canadian spring wheat, will have to 
conform, as far as color is concerned, to 
the type sample that has been adopted 
in the district into which the flour is 
imported. For instance, flour arriving 
in Belfast will have to conform to the 
Belfast type, or in Liverpool to the Liv- 
erpool type, etc. 

This ruling will apparently include all 
types of winter wheat flours, whether 
made from hard or soft wheat, in fact 
all flours not made from North American 
spring wheat, and it may on the face of 
it seem somewhat confusing, but it is 
thought that it will work quite satisfac- 
torily, as there will not be much differ- 
ence in the standards that are set up at 
the various ports, and importers in those 
markets will easily be able to judge what 
kinds of flours they can make bids on. 


In fact, it is my personal opinion that, 
when the new system has been given time 
to be put in working order, the volume 
of business in imported flours will be 
practically the samé as it was before the 
new regulations went into effect. 


THE NEW SAMPLES 


Judging from the samples I have seen 
of home-milled straight-run flours, the 
majority of export patents will pass the 
color test and compete favorably as re- 
gards quality. In fact, there is no doubt 
that the imported flours will show better 
strength even if they are not quite up 
in color to the home-milled product. 

Now that these new regulations have 
been issued, the question of percentage 
of extraction does not matter, as the new 
regulations say that imported flours will 
simply have to comply with a color test. 
This feature will undoubtedly relieve 
American and Canadian millers from a 
number of difficulties as regards obtain- 
ing certain stated percentages of extrac- 
tion from whatever grades of wheat they 
may be grinding. 

I cannot help thinking that, under the 
new arrangement, the strength of Ameri- 


“ean and Canadian flours will become 


more apparent to bakers than heretofore, 
and if this is the case it will undoubtedly 
increase the importation of flour from 
the United States and Canada. 


THE FOOD CONTROLLER 

Lord Devonport has been appointed 
food controller, and as such becomes a 
member of the British cabinet. He is a 
well-known and successful business man, 
and being the senior member of the firm 
of Kearley & Tonge, Ltd., a large and 
important London firm of wholesale pro- 
vision merchants, he has an extensive 
knowledge of that trade in all its 
branches. His firm controls a large num- 
ber of grocery concerns throughout Eng- 
land, known as the International Stores, 
and they have always been very free buy- 
ers of American flour, so there is no 
doubt that Lord Devonport is fully aware 
of the merits of flour that comes from 
America and Canada. 

Previous to his present appointment 
Lord Devonport was at the head of the 
Port of London Authority, which. or- 
ganization controls the docks of London. 
All things considered, he should, there- 
fore, be admirably qualified to fill his 
new position. 


SAMPLES OF 76 PER CENT FLOURS 


fmporters are commencing to receive 
from their connections in America and 
Canada samples of the new straight-run 
flour, considerable purchases of which 
have been made without any sample. It 
is extraordinary what a difference there 
is in these samples, although most of 
them are guaranteed to be of 76 per cent 
extraction. Some of the samples are 
quite nice looking flours, whereas in other 
cases the samples are not better than a 
whole-meal flour. 

If some of the latter grade of flour 
is shipped to fill contracts for 76 per 
cent extraction, there is likely to be con- 
siderable trouble, as far better samples 
can be produced that are also guaran- 
teed to be 76 per cent extraction. In a 
way it is doubtful whether importers 
would be able to make a claim on a mill 
that ships flour of this description, as 
at the time the purchase was made they 
were practically buying what might be 
termed “a pig in a poke” and, therefore, 
may have to be content with what they 
get. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 





Baltimore Elevator Fire 

Baxtimore, Mp., Jan. 2.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—Fire Sunday afternoon, said to 
have been due to spontaneous combus- 
tion, threatened the total destruction of 
the Baltimore & Ohio elevator C, with 
capacity for 1,300,000 bus of grain. Dam- 
age, however, was confined to machinery 
in the drying-room, and will necessitate 
only a temporary shutdown. 

Cuartues H. Dorsry. 





Rate Increase Upheld 

Wasurneton, D. C., Jan. 1.—The In- 
terstate Commerce Commission has ren- 
dered a decision confirming the propriety 
of proposed increased carload rates on 
wheat, oats, ryé and flour from certain 
points in Wyoming and Colorado to Gal- 
veston, Texas, and other Gulf ports for 
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export, and has directed that the order 
of suspension previously issued be va- 
cated. 

The rates in question were suspended 
June 26, 1916, until Jan. 18, but are now, 
by order of the commission, to be effective 
after Jan. 12. The protest had been filed 
by the Denver Grain Exchange Associa- 
tion, the Denver Transportation Bureau, 
the Fort Worth Freight Bureau, and by 
a number of grain companies, their claim 
being for the permanent suspension of 
the rate. 

Ricuarp B, Warrovs. 





DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Flour Advancing—Demand Slow, and Sales 
Limited—Mills Hold Firm—wMillfeed 
Strong but Quiet 

[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 

Puiaperpn1a, Pa. Jan. 2.—Flour 
strong and higher in sympathy with 
wheat, but very little doing. Quotations, 
per 196 lbs in wood: winter clear, $7.25 
@7.50; straight, $7.50@7.75; patent, $8 
@8.25; Kansas clear, $7.85@8.10; 
straight, $8.40@8.65; patent, $8.65@8.90, 
—cotton sacks. Spring first clear, $8.10 
@8.35; patent, $8.75@9; favorite brands, 
$9@9.50. City mills’ choice and fancy 
patent, $9@9.50; regular grades winter 
clear, $7.25@7.50; straight, $7.50@7.75; 
patent, $8@8.25. Rye flour, $7.25@7.75, 
wood. Spring bran higher at $32@32.50, 
in 100-lb sacks. 

Samuet S, Daniets. 


Cuicaco, Itt., Jan. 2.—As yet there 
is no activity among flour buyers here, 
especially the wholesale grocers and job- 
bers, to take on more supplies, and prob- 
ably will not be until they complete their 
stock-taking. Values also are not of a 
character today to warrant much in- 
creased trade, most quotations being 20c 
higher than on Saturday. Spring wheat 
patents are held firm today at $8.65@9, 
jute. Southwestern 95 per cent patents 
are quoted at $8.10@8.40, jute. The car 
situation shows no improvement. 

C. H. CHarren. 


Boston, Mass., Jan. 2.—A general ad- 
vance of 20@25c on all grades, but de- 
mand continues slow, with buyers only 
meeting most pressing needs. Minneap- 
olis patents, $9.50@9.60; spring country 
patents, $8.90@9.25; special short pat- 
ents, $9.75@10.25,—all in wood. Kansas 
patents, $8.25@9.10, in sacks. Soft win- 
ter patent, $8.45@9.10, in wood. Mill- 
feed dull. Spring bran, $32.50; winter 
bran, $32.75,—in 100’s. Market closes 
firmer. 

Louis W. DePass. 


Battrmore, Mp., Jan. 2.—Flour nom- 
inally 25c bbl higher and more active, 
with sales since Saturday including about 
25,000 bbls soft winter straight to ex- 
porters at $7.50@7.75, bulk. Millfeed 
strong but quiet. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Jan. 2.—Flour demand 
quiet, mills holding prices firmly. Mill- 
feed demand quiet. No export sales. 

Peter Dervien. 


Foreign Trade of Raly 

The foreign trade of Italy during the 
first eight months of 1916 reached a total 
of $1,027,946,340. Exports amounted to 
$295,170,638, a loss of $50,615,075, com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 
1915. Imports totaled $732,775,702, an 
increase of $159,627,271 over the first 
eight months in 1915. 

Exports to the United States were 
valued at $31,288,501, a decrease of $1,- 
155,533 from the same period in 1915, 
while imports from the United States 
amounted to $300,207,820, surpassing the 
1915 figures by $151,285,672. The balance 
of trade in favor of the United States 
was therefore almost tenfold. 





Lendon Exchange at Minneapolis 


London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 3-day 60-day 
Dec, 27...$4.755-16 $....@4.75 $4.71% 
Dec, 28... 4.75 3-16 «-+ +» @4,.75 4.71% 
Dec. 29... 4.75% 4.75@4.751-16 4.71% 
Dec. 30... 4.75% 4.75@4.751-16 4.71% 
pS SS Trr ere ino eG 'vs ‘ eco gee 
Jan, 2..... 4.75% @4.75 4.71% 
*Holiday. 
Three-day guilders were quoted today 


(Jan. 2) at 40% 
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THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
eentages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 

The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 


with comparisons, in bbls: Jan. 1 Jan, 2 
Dec, 30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 











Minneapolis ...187,425 239,790 356,150 358,575. 
Duluth-Superior 9,550 11,720 25,420 13,200 
Milwaukee ..... 7,560 6,500 9,200 11,500 
rR RTS 204,535 258,010 390,770 383,275 
Outside mills*.. 47,975 ...... 135,415 ...... 
Ag’gate sprg.252,510 ...... 526,186 ...... 
St. Louis ...... 29,000 33,200 28,600 30,200 
ae 37,500 45,000 37,400 39,200 
Buffalo ......+«. 98,200 102,500 161,050 130,700 
Rochester ..... 8,200 11,100 13,800 10,400 
Chicago ....... 21,520 19,750 22,500 17,000 
Kansas City.... 54,200 66,600 62,300 50,050 
Kansas: Cityt... ...... 241,265 196,300 160,790 
WOO oc gs ewe's 20,900 25,100 35,250 28,900 
Toledof ....... 56,165 58,935 76,515 43,175 
Nashville** .. 76,810 84,390 61,520 69,810 
Seattle - 24,240 33,130 27,895 23,445 
TacoMa. «22+... 25,755 29,630 35,640 ...... 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 

The following table shows the perceritages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 
Jan.1 Jan. 2 





Dec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ...... 36 46 79 82 
Duluth-Superior .. 27 33 71 37 
Outside mills* .... 23 ~ 41 74 49 
Average spring... 32 44 77 » SF 
Milwaukee ........ 63 54 38 50 
ee eee 71 81 70 74 
ES ee 62 75 62 65 
ee eas 56 61 97 94 
Rochester ........ 48 55 68 52 
CRIGEG cbccccsiicn 76 67 84 58 
Kansas City ...... 76 93 87 70 
Kansas City? ..... .. 89 74 73 
BWOEO: 6c scces tay ee 52 74 60 
sree ene 59 62 70 57 
Nashville** ....... 64 63 60 56 
i) ee 81 68 57 
BMOOUNE iiantcocés 45 51 63 
PVOTORO os ia 6 cic 50 62 75 68 
Minnesota-Dakotas 32 44 77 67 
Other states ...... 55 67 74 69 
Flour output for week ending Dec. 30 at 


all above points shows a decrease of 12 per 
cent compared with week ending Dec. 23. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 





November Exports Set New Record 
Exports for November were the largest 
on record, exceeding those for September 
by $3,000,000. The new record, as an- 
nounced by the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, was $517,900,000. 
The total exports for the 11 months end- 
ed with November were $4,961,200,000, 
against $3,195,400,000 for the same period 
in 1915 and $2,250,800,000 in 1913, which 
was the largest total for normal years. 
November imports were valued at 
$177,000,000, representing a slight de- 
crease when compared with those for Oc- 
tober ($178,700,000) but exceeding by 
$21,500,000 those for November, 1915, and 
by $35,000,000, or 25 per cent, the Novem- 
ber average from 1911 to 1915. The 11 
months’ imports were valued at $2,186,- 


» 800,000, as against $1,606,800,000 in 1915 


and $1,674,600,000 in 1914, the former 
high-record year in imports. Of the No- 
vember imports, 66 per cent entered free 
of duty, being about the same proportion 
as that for November, 1915. 

The favorable trade balance for No- 
vember was $340,900,000; or about twice 
as much as for November, 1915, and four 
times as much as for November, 1914. 
The excess of exports over imports for 
the 11 months of 1916 was $2,774,400,000, 
compared with $1,588,600,000 in 1915, and 
$193,400,000 in 1914. 





Chicago Wheat Active 

Cuicaco, Iit., Jan. 2.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Wheat active and stronger, and 
7c higher for May than Saturday’s close. 
Net gains today, 5%@5%c.° On war 
news, cash lots advanced faster than fu- 
tures on light offerings. No. 2 hard, 
7@9e over May, on track, with sales out 
of store at 5% ¢ under May. Omaha sold 
350,000 bus No. 2 hard through Chicago 
houses at 20c over our May, track, Bal- 
timore,, the highest premium of the sea- 
son. 


C. H. CHatien. 
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ARGENTINA'S 1917 CROPS 


Summary of Events Leading Up to Present 
Harvest—Losses in All Crops Heavy, 
According to Cable Indications 


In view of the uncertain and more or, 


less conflicting nature of the reports con- 
cerning the 1916-17 crops in Argentina, 
and the confusion resulting from the 
publication of cabled and necessarily in- 
complete statements from week to week, 
The Northwestern Miller gives herewith 
a general summary of the history of this 
season’s Argentine crops, consisting main- 
ly of excerpts from cables sent by its 
\rgentine representative, Wilfrid J. 
Lamb. 

Early reports, issued last June and 
July, indicated that the 1916-17 crops of 
wheat, oats, linseed and corn would aver- 
age perhaps 10 per cent lower than those 
of recent years. The wheat acreage was 
estimated as something over 16,000,000 
acres, a trifle less than in 1915-16, but 
considerably more than in 1914-15. The 
linseed acreage, estimated at about 
3,200,000 acres, showed a_ considerable 
falling off, being nearly 1,000,000 acres 
less than in any of the three preceding 
crop years. The oats acreage, estimated 
at about 2,500,000 acres, was approxi- 
mately the same as that in 1915-16. The 
area devoted to corn could, of course, 
only be guessed at. 

The following excerpts from cables to 
The Northwestern Miller follow the 
course of the decline in the estimates for 
all four Argentine cereal crops: 

Aug. 25.--Rain has fallen in the south- 
ern part of the province of Buenos Aires, 
in the province of Entre Rios, and in the 
Pampa territory; but it is still badly need- 
ed in the northern section of the province 
of Buenos Aires and throughout that of 
Santa Fe. . 

Sept. 2.—According to private advices 
from reliable sources, wheat and oats in 
the province of Buenos Aires and the 
Pampa territory are doing well, the 
growth of the young plants being satis- 
ractory, with hardy roots. In the province 
of Entre Rios crop prospects are good, 
and anxiety with regard to drouth there 
is now at an end, as rain has fallen. Rain, 
however, is still wanted in the provinces 
of Santa Fe and Cordoba. 

Oct. 6.—Rain is absolutely necessary 
within a few days in the north and cen- 
tral cereal zones. The wheat crop is very 
backward. In the province of Cordoba 
prospects are unfavorable; in the prov- 
ince of Buenos Aires, crop prospects are 
looking less favorable than hitherto, and 
in the province of Entre Rios, prospects 
are very unsatisfactory, and the outlook 
is bad. 

Linseed crop prospects in general are 
distinctly unsatisfactory, and the outlook 
is bad. The crop is now estimated at 
nearly a total loss. Stocks now on hand 
are estimated at 5,510,000 bus. 

Oct. 20.—According to official estimates, 
the areas sown to wheat, linseed and oats 
are: wheat, 16,060,000 acres; linseed, 3,- 
210,000; oats, 2,525,000. 

Though there were showers a week ago, 
the drouth continues, and locust swarms 
have appeared in the provinces of Santa 
ke, Cordoba and Entre Rios, and in the 
northern part of the province of Buenos 
Aires. 

The government Labor Office antici- 
pates no scarcity of harvest hands this 
year. 

Oct. 28.—Crop prospects are improved 
in the province of Buenos Aires and the 
Pampa territory, but in the province of 
Santa Fe they are very unsatisfactory, 
and the outlook there is bad. Some rain 
has fallen in the central, southern and 
western cereal zones. Locust swarms are 
increasing, but governmental efforts to 
destroy them are being energetically made. 

Nov. 11.—According to our own infor- 
mation, the wheat and oats crops in the 
southern part of the province of Buenos 
Aires now show a loss estimated at 15 per 
cent, while in the western part of the 
same province the loss in these two crops 
is estimated at 40 per cent. In the north- 
ern part of the province of Buenos Aires, 
the provinces of Santa Fe, Cordoba and 
Entre Rios, and in the Pampa territory, 
the loss in wheat and oats is estimated at 
70 per cent. 

The loss in the Argentine linseed crop 
is estimated at 80 per cent. 

The corn crop is very backward, and 
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prospects are unfavorable. Locust swarms 
are increasing, and are coming south. 

Corn shipments to the Continent are 
heavy. ‘The visible supply of corn is esti- 
mated at 22,000,000 bus. 

Nov. 18.—The Great Southern Railway 
reports that the drouth is causing great 
anxiety concerning both wheat and oats. 
The situation with regard to the crops is 
critical, and rain is absolutely necessary 
within a few days. The total wheat yield 
we now estimate at 73,500,000 bus. Uru- 
guay has prohibited the exportation of 
wheat, and Argentina is considering doing 
the same. ‘ 

The corn crop is also problematic, for 
plowing was delayed by unfavorable 
weather, and the growth of the young 
plant has been retarded by the drouth. 


Shipments of corn are still heavy. Corn_ 


stocks now left and available for export 
are estimated at 15,750,000 bus, wheat 
stocks are 14,700,000 bus, and linseed 
stocks 3,900,000 bus. 

Dec. 2.—Reports of damage to crops in 
the territory of the Great Southern Rail- 
road are exaggerated, and the loss is only 
partial. 

Dec. 6.—Excessive ‘rains are damaging 
crops and delaying harvests in the north- 
ern cereal belt. 

Dec, 19.—Abundant rains are now fall- 
ing, but the gathering in of the crops is 
oe regularly, and threshing has 

egun. 

The official estimates of the total yields 
now are: wheat, 77,000,000 bus; linseed, 
5,260,000; oats, 33,760,000. 


Argentine Crops 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats crops of 
Argentina, by crop years, in thousands of 
bushels, as officially reported: 


Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
1915-16..... tk Ae 39,278 75,129 
1914-15..... 168,468 338,235 44,308 57,251 
1913-14..... 113,904 263,135 39,171 50,981 
1912-13..... 187,391 196,642 44,486 75,783 
1911-12..... 166,190 295,849 22,534 69,169 
1910-11..... 145,981 27,675 23,424 47,192 
1909-10..... 131,010 175,187 28,212 36,483 
ns os 156,000 177,000 41,291 58,600 
he See 192,489 136,057 43,333 33,949 
8 ere 155,993 71,768 32,502 12,400 


Argentine Grain Acreage 
The acreage of wheat, linseed, oats and 
corn in Argentina for four crop years, as 
officially estimated (000’s omitted) was as 
follows: 
*1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 


Wheat ....... 16,277 16,419 15,470 16,244 
Linseed ...... 3,245 4,060 4,257 4,397 
Oats scccccece 2,555 2,565 2,869 3,087 
CORR or vcdcces eeee 9,925 10,386 10,260 


*Preliminary government estimate, Oct. 20. 





Congress Faces Two Hard Months 

Wasuinoeton, D. C., Jan. 1—When 
Congress reassembles tomorrow, senators 
and representatives will enter upon eight 
weeks of as hard work as has ever: con- 
fronted a session, long or short, in the 
enactment of important legislation. It 
grows apparent that quick action is need- 
ed to carry out the President’s recom- 
mendations concerning the railways and 
the brotherhoods. Independent negotia- 
tions between the contending parties do 
not progress in a satisfactory manner, 
and there is new talk of a general strike. 

Another piece of important legislation 
is the Webb bill, to make possible a 
larger export trade by permitting com- 
binations of shipping and trading inter- 
ests. A study of the bill as it was passed 
by the House last August reveals the fact 
that it has been shorn of much of its 
effectiveness by amendments, introduced 
at the last minute and accepted in order 
to get the bill through in any shape. 
These amendments will have to be cor- 
rected, and the bill practically returned 
to its original form as introduced by Mr. 
Webb, to make it of any effect. 

To consider these defects the Senate 
Committee on Interstate Commerce will 
meet Jan. 5, and hold hearings on the 
bill before reporting it for passage. This 
is one of the bills that the President 
strongly recommended in his‘annual mes- 
sage to Congress a few weeks ago. 


BOND ISSUE POSSIBLE 


It is reported here that President Wil- 
son has consented to an issue of bonds 
as one of the methods for preventing a 
great deficit for the next fiscal year. It 
is known that he does not favor bonds 
except for special emergencies, but this 
is one of the times when such an issue 
seems necessary, partly due to the short 
time available for Congress to consider 
and act upon other plans for increasing 
the revenues. 

Added to these important matters there 


» must be further action in respect to the 


reorganization of the army, the comple- 
tion of the various general appropriation 
acts, and such emergency legislation as is 
likely to arise any day, due to the unset- 
tled conditions in Mexico and abroad. 
Ricwarp B. Warrovs. 





QUAKER OATS LEASES MILL 


Plant’ of Sudbury, Ont., Company Taken 
Over to Replace Mill at Peterboro 
Recently Destroyed by Fire 


Curicaco, Itu., Jan. 2.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—The Quaker Oats Co., Chicago, 
has obtained a lease for one year of the 
1,200-bbl mill located at Sudbury, Ont., 
owned by the Sudbury’ Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., Ottawa. This mill has been ob- 
tained in order to take the place of the 
flour mill burned at Peterboro, Ont., a 
short time ago. In connection with the 
mill is elevator storage amounting to 
250,000 bus. 

George Corothers, head miller, with 
other employees from Peterboro, has 
been sent to Sudbury, and it is announced 
today at the general offices of the Quaker 


Oats Co. that they will have the mill~ 


running inside of two weeks. 
C. H. Cwarren. 





Federal Corn Standards Effective 

Wasuineton, D. C., Jan. 1—The Of- 
fice of Markets and Rural Organization 
of the Department of Agriculture has 
issued a service and regulatory announce- 
ment containing the first list of inspec- 
tors appointed to inspect shelled corn 
under the United States grain standards 
act, and a list of officers of the federal 
grain supervision, together with their 
addresses. 

The publication also contains opinions 
of general interest regarding questions 
arising under the act, among them being 
the adoption of the official grain stand- 
ards by states, duties of inspectors, and 


the application of the various provisions 


of the act under specific conditions. 

Concerning shelled corn, the office an- 
nounces that whenever any shelled corn 
is sold, offered for sale or consigned for 
sale by any of the grades of the federal 
grain standards for shelled corn, and is 
shipped in interstate or foreign com- 
merce without inspection from a place in 
the United States at which there is no 
inspector licensed under the United 
States grain standards act to another 
place at which there is no such inspector, 
the shipper is required to send a report 
of such shipment to the secretary of agri- 
culture at Washington within seven days. 
Failure to make the required report may 
subject the shipper to the criminal pun- 
ishment specified in the act. 


Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





The Federation Presidency 

President Plant, of the Millers’ National 
Federation, has appointed the .follow- 
ing committee to nominate two candi- 
dates for president of the Federation for 
the ensuing year: William G. Crocker, 
chairman, Minneapolis; Henry M. Allen, 
Troy, Ohio; Joseph Le Compte, Lexing- 
ton, Ky; Henry Lassen, Wichita, Kansas; 
George P. Urban, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Provision for making other nominations 
is as follows: “Other nominations for 
president may be made by petition of 
members, such petitions to be signed with 
the names of not less than 20 names of 
members in good standing and to be filed 
with the secretary not later than Jan. 30. 
The names of candidates so nominated by 
petition shall appear on the official ballot 
in alphabetical order, following the names 
of the nominees named by the nomination 
committee.” 





Cash Wheat Sensationally Strong 

Cash wheat at Minneapolis has devel- 
oped sensational strength within the past 
few days. Offerings seem entirely in- 
adequate and were being snapped up, 
irrespective of quality, variety or weight, 
and regardless of the railroad equip- 
ment in which loaded. 

For instance, 44-lb wheat that a few 
weeks ago could not be moved at 70c 


under May is today (Jan. 3) in démand - 


at 35e under. Mills are bidding 9c over 
May for No. 1 hard, against 4@5c over 
two weeks ago. 
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NEW OCEAN SPACE RULING 


British Government Demands 85 Per Cent 
of Freight Space—Nearly 50 Per Cent 
Must Be Used for Munitions 


New Yorx, N. Y., Jan. 1.—Further 
complications in the ocean freight prob- 
lem have been produced by a new Brit- 
ish regulation concerning space reserva- 
tions. 

On Dec. 27, Lieutenant Guthrie, who 
represents the British admiralty in New 
York, called a conference of the various 
freight managers located here to place 
before them the latest ruling regarding 
reservation of freight space. This was to 
the effect that, beginning Jan. 1, the 
British government would require 85 per 
cent of the cargo space of their ships; 
47 9-10 per cent to be used for war 
munitions, 37 1-10 for wheat, the re- 
mainder to be allotted to any other kind 
of cargo. , 

No specific statement was made as to 
wheat flour, but presumably,.as hereto- 
fore, the reservations for wheat may be 
used for products thereof. 

During the greater part of 1916 the 
British government reserved 60 per cent 
of the space on the vessels flying its flag. 
On Dec. 15, Lieutenant Guthrie informed 
the freight managers that the government 
would require 70 per cent of the space, 
and the increase to 85 per cent came as 
an unwelcome surprise, as there are about 
100,000 tons of freight awaiting shipment 
in New York, of which one-fourth is 
ordinary commercial cargo consigned to 
firms in Great Britain. 

Among those who attended the confer- 
ence were representatives of the White 
Star, Cunard, Atlantic Transport, Fur- 
ness-Withy, Anchor, Wilson, Phoenix, and 
Booth lines. There was nothing to be 
done about the matter, one manager said, 
but to obey orders. 


FOODSTUFFS HAVE PRECEDENCE 


Representatives of the British steam- 
ship lines said last week that the with- 
holding of information concerning the 
departure of their vessels from New York 
or Boston would not cause any freight 
congestion on the piers. The steamship 
agents throughout the United States con- 
tract to accept freight to be forwarded to 
New York or Boston, and shipped on the 
first available vessel. Freight is not ac- 
cepted by the agents for any particular 
steamship or any set date. 

By order of the British government, 
grain, flour, cereals, and other food- 
stuffs have precedence, and the less im- 
portant freight has to remain on the piers 
until there is an opportunity to ship it. 

W. QuAcKENBUSH. 





Bakers’ Meetings 
The third annual midwinter meeting of 


’ the Ohio Master Bakers’ Association will 


be held at the Hollenden Hotel, Cleve- 
land, on Jan. 17. 

The present officers are: John Hart- 
laub, Cincinnati, president; Harry Meyer, 
Columbus, vice-president; Harry M. 
Miller, Springfield, treasurer; E. P. 
Mitchell, Cincinnati, secretary. Execu- 
tive committee: George Kuhlke, Akron; 
George Pickard, Toledo; George Storck, 
Marietta; Philip Schneider, Cleveland; E. 
S. Lawton, Cincinnati. 

Jan. 23 the Indiana Master Bakers’ 
Association will hold its midwinter meet- 
ing at the Claypool Hotel in Indian- 
apolis. W. F. Geller, Fort Wayne, is 
president; W. A. Thomas, Auburn, vice- 
president; Frank Middleton, Marion, sec- 
retary; C. R. Russ, corresponding secre- 
tary; P. Kirchner, treasurer; E. E. 
Mitchell, Peru, and Charles Feist, 
Marion, members executive committee. 

Both organizations have attractive: pro- 
grammes for their meetings, and they 
promise to be well attended, not only by 
leading bakers, but by flour men and rep- 
resentatives of kindred trades. 





Montana Millers to Organize 

At a meeting of Montana millers in 
Great Falls, that state, it was decided to 
organize a state association. Another 
meeting will be held at Helena, Jan. 6, 
to adopt a constitution and by-laws and 
elect officers. 

The state association to be formed will 
affiliate with the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 50,365 bbls. All mills were 
closed Christmas Day and, since then, 
operations have been curtailed through 
inability to get cars. The output (week 
ending Dec. 30) was 187,425 bbls, against 
356,150 in 1916, 358,575 in 1915 and 356,- 
935 in 1914. While only 15% mills are 
in operation today, the output for the 
week is expected to reach about 240,000 
bbls. In the corresponding week last 
year, Minneapolis mills made 408,665 
bbls. 

2. 

The business done last week by the 
larger Minneapolis mills was probably 
the smallest in years. It did not com- 
pare even with the volume of trade at 
holiday time in other years. Even though 
the flour production was heavily cur- 
tailed, the week’s flour sales ran very 
much below the output. The smaller 
mills, in contrast, reported a fairly steady 
trade and sales equal to the quantity of 
flour they made. 

The majority of buyers appear to be 
booking practically no flour. The recent 
declining wheat market, together with the 
fact that most business men were desir- 
ous of taking inventories, doubtless 
worked to keep purchases at low-water 
mark. 

Where flour was bought, it seemed to 
be in a mixed-car way, and only to meet 
pressing needs. 

On today’s advance of 30@40c bbl, 
some buyers endeavored to get in at the 
old price, but were usually not successful. 

Some mills reported good instructions 
on old orders, while others found them 
irritatingly slow. The mills are generally 
seriously handicapped from the lack of 
cars, and are therefore running on a very 
much reduced basis, compared with what 
they would do if railroad equipment _were 
available. There were large mills which 


were idle practically all last week, from . 


inability to get cars in which to ship. 

There appear to have been practically 
no foreign sales last week. Bids were 
received from Great Britain for 76 per 
cent quality of flour, but the offers were 
4@5s below prices the mills could accept. 
In a number of instances, mills are so 
out of touch with foreign trade they are 
unable to quote prices. 

The lack of cars and inability to con- 
tract ocean room within any reasonable 
date make millers quite indifferent to 
entering into foreign transactions. 

First clear has improved. considerably 
through an active domestic demand de- 
veloping. Mills with a surplus of this 
grade were able to sell considerable of it 
in the last week. While most mills have 
first clear to offer, the change ‘in the mar- 
ket has ‘placed them in a position where 
they do not have to push it as much as 
formerly. 

Second clear is in good supply, and 
there are mills which find it of slow sale. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.90 
@9.25 per 196 lbs in wood. 


Millfeed is stronger, with jobbers’ quo- 
tations on bran and standard middlings 
$2 ton higher for the week. Strength 
apparently is due largely to the absorp- 
tion of distress offerings on track and to 
the placing of surplus offerings in store 
locally. Flour middlings are slightly 
weaker, with supplies limited. 

Red dog is unsettled. Few seem to 


know really what is the market on this 
product. Mills are still getting bids from 






abroad on red dog, equivalent to about 
$50 ton, Minneapolis, but cannot accept, 
for the reason that they cannot get ocean 
space. Domestic bids, on the other hand, 
run $10@12 ton under $50. 

_ Mixed-car buying in western territory 
is still good, according to Minneapolis 
millers, but there is little inquiry from 
the East. The Southeast, however, is be- 
ginning to show a little interest in stand- 
ard middlings. © : 

Low point on bran and standard mid- 
dlings for the week was $23 ton, Minne- 
apolis. Some was traded in on this basis 
Dec. 27-28, but mills that sold at that 
price then, today ask $25.50. 

Mills quote bran and standard mid- 
dlings in mixed cars with flour at $25.50 
@27 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis; flour middlings, $35@36; red dog, 
$42@43,—latter in 140-lb sacks. Mills 
having the latter to sell say they cannot 
get over $39@40. 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLIS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 151% were in operation Jan, 2: 

Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill. 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A 
and E mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A (one-half), B 
and Lincoln mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A (one-half), B, C 
(one-half), D, E, F and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill. 

Christian and Anchor mills will be started 
Wednesday. 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 42 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 33,400 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Dec. 30 they made 47,975 
bbls of flour (representing 216,000 bus of 
wheat), against 135,415 in 1915. . 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 

For the week ended Saturday, Dec. 30, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916 1915 
1,478 4,271 1,860 1,852 2,543 


1914 1913 1912 


Minneapolis .... 


Duluth ........ 413 2,590 340 764 1,897 
Totals........ °1,891 6,861 2,200 2,616 4,440 
Duluth, bonded. 35 205 12 145 123 
Totals........ 1,926 7,066 2,212 2,761 4,563 


Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 
Duluth on Dec. 30, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were: 


19 1915 1914 1913 1912 
Minneap’lis 12,791 11,846 18,309 19,050 19,340 
Duluth.... 65,356 8,633 9,099 12,270 7,036 





Totals. ...18,147 20,479 27,408 31,320 26,376 
Duluth, b’d’d 926 383 62 656 380 





Totals. ...19,073 20,862 27,470 31,976 26,756 


CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 
’ Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Dec. 30, 
1916, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 








1916 1915 1914 1913 

Minneapolis .. 56,080 95,251 64,582 54,979 
Duluth ....... 17,616 80,880 48,203 51,338 
Totals....... 73,696 176,131 112,785 106,317 
Duluth, bonded 2,302 3,437 1,087 2,604 
Totals....... 75,998 179,568 113,872 108,921 


CAR CONDITIONS IN NORTHWEST 


Minneapolis mills were very seriously 
affected fast week by the car shortage. 
Some of the larger concerns ran not 
much more than half to two-thirds capac- 
ity. Existing embargoes are proving 
about as insurmountable an obstacle as is 
the dearth of cars. 

The mills have a good many cars of 
flour and feed which have been practi- 
cally lost in transit to the East. Aside 
from it being known that they are on 
their way to eastern destinations, little 
information can be gained about them. 
It is believed that a good many cars of 


this kind are tied up in the congestion 
on the belt lines about Chicago. 

The embargo situation at present is said 
to be the worst ever faced by Minne- 
apolis shippers. It is virtually impossible 
to get railroads to accept shipments des- 
tined to points east of the Illinois-Indiana 
state line. Where shippers are able to 
get cars for loading, they cannot induce 
the railroad agents to accept and sign 
for them. 

The Milwaukee road has partially lift- 
ed its embargo, in that it will accept 
shipments of grain and grain products 
to Milwaukee and Chicago for local dis- 
tribution. ~ 

The only eastern carriers that will 
accept domestic shipments of flour, with- 
out first obtaining special permission, are 
the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore -& 

hio. 


BANKRUPTCY FEES CUT DOWN 


In the bankruptcy case of the United 
Flour Mills Co., a hearing at Minne- 
apolis before Alexander McCune, referee 
in bankruptcy, resulted in a considerable 
reduction in the claims made by E. A. 
Thayer as receiver and also in those of 
the attorneys. 

Mr. Thayer, who put in a claim for 
$5,197, had it cut to $1,666.66. Frank E. 
Clinite, attorney for bankrupt, had his 
claim reduced from $1,500 to $600. 
George E. Young, who sought $2,500. as 
attorney for receiver, was awarded $2,000. 
Later, Judge Booth, of the United States 
court, gave a hearing reviewing part of 
these matters, but rendered no decision. 

Mr. Thayer, since March 16, has had 
charge of the business as trustee, and he 
and his attorney will seek additional com- 
pensation for their services from that 
date. 


MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 


A common basis on which flour is being 
sold by mills at interior points in Min- 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, is: 
patent, $9.40@9.50 per bbl in 98- and 49- 
Ib sacks; straight, $9.20@9.30. For lots 
of less than one car, 20c is usually added. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are $28 
@29 for bran in 100-lb sacks, $32@33 for 
shorts, and $37@38 for flour middlings. 


MINNESOTA STATE SUPPLIES 


The State Board of Control, at St. 
Paul, will open bids, Jan. 19, on the fol- 
lowing, to be delivered to the various state 
institutions during the quarter ending 
April 30, 1917: straight flour, 4,120 bbls, 
in 98-lb sacks; graham flour, 73; rye flour, 
58; corn meal, 100; whole-wheat, 25; 
bran, 100 tons; standard middlings, 50. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


W. H. Yohe, manager, and B. L. Yohe, 
superintendent, of the Updike Milling 
Co., Omaha, Neb., were in Minneapolis 
today. 


“Charles E. Lewis, Minneapolis stock 
broker, who has been seriously ill of 
pneumonia, is now considered out of 
danger. : 


Thomas R. Wilder, Iowa representative 
for Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., with head- 
quarters at Cedar Rapids, was in Minne- 
apolis Dec. 28. 


C. D. Eckerman, of Spencer, and H. L. 
Haase, of Iowa Falls, salesmen in Iowa 
for the Commander Mill Co., Minne- 
apolis, visited headquarters last week. 


George L. Briand, who was associated 
with John B. A.-Kern & Sons, Milwaukee, 
for 18 years, will represent the Barber 
Milling Co. Minneapolis, throughout 
Michigan. 

Salesmen in Iowa report that consider- 
able soft winter wheat flour from Colo- 
rado has been shipped into that state on 
this crop, and it seems to be giving pretty 
good satisfaction to home bakers. 


Chris Bower, héad miller of the mill 
at Eureka, S. D., was in Minneapolis to 
spend the holidays with his family. 
James W. Tamm, who has been with the 
same mill, has’ come to Minneapolis. 

E. I. MacPhie, who has been in charge 
of the Michigan business of the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., has resigned to go to 
Lowell, Mass., where he will take a re- 
sponsible position with a box manufactur- 
ing concern. 

The Park River (N. D.) Milling Co., 
Madison (Minn.) Milling Co., and the La 
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Grange Mills, Red Wing, Minn., are 
sending out calendars to their friends.as 
New Year’s reminders. Each has merit, 
and will be appreciated by recipients. 

The Minneapolis Seed Co. has taken 
out a building permit for the addition to 
elevator T which the Cargill Elevator Co. 
will build in the spring. The permit 
calls for an expenditure of $112,000. The 
improvement will increase the capacity 
of the elevator to 1,800,000 bus. 

John A. Dunn, president of the Park 
River (N. D.) Milling Co., expects to 


' spend a good part of the winter in south- 


ern California, and will be accompanied 
by his family. His mill does not expect 
to run very much during the rest of the 
season, Owing to the shortage of wheat. 

C. Clarkson, of the sales department 
of the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., was in 
Minneapolis Dec. 28, accompanied by D. 
O. Green, manager of L. E. Slick & Co., 
Bloomington, Ill. While here, Mr. Green 
arranged to represent the Pillsbury com- 
pany in central Illinois. He was former- 
ly located in Texas. 

W. M. Atkinson, president of the At- 
kinson Milling Co., Minneapolis, on Dec. 
27 received painful injuries from being 
carried over the top of an employee’s 
elevator at his mill. While he was badly 
bruised and shocked, no permanent in- 
jury is likely to result. He is now in the 
ospital, and will probably not be able 
to return to the office short of 10 days. 

Minneapolis exporters report receiving 
several bids from United Kingdom buy- 
ers during the week for first and second 
clear, but, though the bids were on a 
trading basis, they could not accept, for 
the reason that ocean space is unobtain- 
able for January-March ‘shipment from 
the West. Only limited space is avail- 
able for April and, to date, there is little 
inquiry for deferred shipment. 

The mills report an occasional cus- 
tomer who attempts to cancel contracts 
for high-priced flour. However, the mills 
are unrelenting in their policy to insist 
upon flour being taken as per contract 
and, this being well understood, not many 
buyers attempt to escape their obliga- 
tions. The advance in wheat today (Jan. 
2) of 6c bu placed prices upon a level 
considerably higher than last week, and 
the incentive for asking for cancellations 
is thereby largely removed. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Cash wheat quotations at Minneapolis, 
compared with May, are 2@5c bu higher 
than on Dec. 26. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 843,000 bus of wheat. 


Receipts less shipments were 973,000 bus, 


against 3,050,000 in 1915. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have in- 
creased 30,000 bus in three days. The 
total, Jan. 2, was about 12,821,000 bus, 
against 12,616,000 in 1915. 

Line elevator companies report that 
farmers’ wheat deliveries throughout the 
Northwest practically ceased during the 
week from Christmas to New Year’s. 

Based on the close today (Jan. 2), the 
average prices paid to farmers at coun- 
try points in the Northwest were: for 
No. 1 northern, $1.69 bu; for No. 2 
northern, $1.64; for light-weight, $1.32. 

Bid prices on southwestern wheat at 
Minneapolis have been advanced 4@5c 
bu in the last week, due to willingness of 
local buyers to meet exporters’ bids. .It 
is asserted that Minneapolis mills, buy- 
ing direct, have paid even 1@2c bu more 
than is bid on track here. No. 2 hard 
Kansas is quoted at 5@9c over May; No. 
2 Nebraska, le under to 2c over May; 
No, 2 Montana, 5c under to May price. 
City mills are eager for southwestern 
wheat, since the cars in which same ar- 
rives can be reloaded with flour for east- 
ern ‘shipment. 


CEREALS AND FEED 

Mill oats are strong at 38@45c bu, 
bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

S. L. Mowat, of the Larrowe Milling 
Co., feed — and manufacturers, De- 
troit, Mich., is in Minneapolis. 

Rye feed has been advanced to the 
same basis as standard middlings, or $26 
@27 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. 

Roy P. Purchase, secretary of the In- 

(Continued on page 44.) 
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Current demand for flour is sluggish. 
Mills reported little business of moment 
last week. Inquiry was also light. With 
shutdown for the holiday and shipping 
directions in poor supply, the output also 
showed reduction. Here at Kansas: City 
it fell to 76 per cent of capacity, the 
smallest outturn in several weeks. 

Buyers appear not at all impressed 
with the greater strength in wheat prices, 
and this, in. connection with the holiday 
feeling, seemed to be the — cause 
of the slowness in demand. Millers did 
not, as a matter of fact, press for busi- 
ness. Many of them have their salesmen 
in and, appreciating the lack of interest, 
name prices only on specific request. All 
quotations are subject to confirmation. 

Prices are much stronger, but are not 
fully up to the advance in cash wheat 
quotations. While fair margins in flour 
have been the rule for months, millers 
say they are now willing to quote at near 
cost if business could be had. As a re- 
sult, flour prices are on a basis of around 
$7.90@8, jute, Kansas City, for standard 
95 per cents. 

Cables, after a period of activity, are 
again slow, and little new business is 
passed. This is, however, largely due to 
inability to secure ocean room. With 
normal shipping conditions, indications 
are that there would be a good United 
Kingdom business. 

Shipping directions on old orders are 
hard to get. This is especially true on 
all orders carrying a price much above 
current values. Apparently, buyers want 
to hold off acceptance of this flour in 
hope of recovery in prices. Cancellations 
and repudiations are not yet heavy, but 
some mills find them a factor. 

* #* 


Millfeed is a better market. Bran, 
although up 50c ton, is now on eastern 
shipping basis, and general demand is 
good. Offerings from interior millers are 
not large. Shorts are wanted and the 
tone in the market is improved, especially 
on poorer qualities. 

* * 


Cash wheat premiums are increasing 
both here and in the interior. Southern 
and central cash prices show a_ pro- 
nounced tendency to go to added pre- 
miums over Kansas City shipping basis. . 
The active bidding for wheat to go to the 
julf for export is a contributing cause. 


KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, rep- 
resenting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 
with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pet. of 
output activity 
EMOE. WOE. cass ccvvescccens 76 
Week previous 93 
Year ago ....... 87 
Two years ago ............ 50,050 70 





SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 


The output of 65 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 
capacity for week tivity 
Last week ...... 289,320 168,635 57 
Week previous... 282,720 241,267 89 
Year ago ........ 265,920 196,300 74 
Two years ago... 219,600 160,789 73 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 7,845 bbls last week, 13,008 bbls the 
week previous, 14,089 a year ago and 
19,404 two years ago. 

Of the mills reporting, two report 
domestic business good, 15 fair, and 39 
slow and quiet. 


VARIABLE WHEAT CONDITION 


The absence of general moisture is 
causing growing uneasiness about the 
condition of growing wheat in the South- 
west, particularly in western districts. 
Central and southern Kansas and Okla- 
homa have had a fair moisture supply 
in the form of showers and snow, but the 
more western districts have been almost 
continuously dry, and wheat there has 
not prospered. 

There is no immediate occasion for 
alarm, since a heavy and general snow 
would repair most of the damage to date 
and advance the situation of the crop 
greatly. Nevertheless, moisture is greatly 
needed over a wide area, and the prospect 
cannot be regarded as satisfactory un- 
less, and until, it is supplied. 


KANSAS SUPPLIES THIRTY MILLIONS 


A report on Kansas wheat reserves is- 
sued last week by Allen Logan, of Kansas 
City, estimates that 15.64 per cent of last 
year’s wheat crop, or 15,313,000 bus, is 
still held on farms, and that 15.85 per cent, 
or 15,538,000 bus, is held in country mill 
and elevator storage; of the latter, 10,- 
784,000 bus is estimated held by mills. 
The total reserves, in all positions, are 
estimated to be 30,851,000 bus. 

The figures are based on the govern- 
ment estimate of a 98,000,000-bu wheat 
crop. 

STERLING MILL BURNED 

The 400-bbl milling plant of the Inter- 
national Mills & Elevator, owned by 
Henry J. Arnold, Sterling, Kansas, 
burned Friday morning of last week with 
a total loss on building and equipment, 
amounting to $30,000 to $35,000, with 
insurance of but $17,000, carried in mu- 
tual companies. The elevator and steel 
tank storage were not burned, and the 
stock loss is, therefore, light. The fire 
caught from a hot box on a dynamo 
shaft. 

The property was managed by R. J. 
Fleming, Mr. Arnold, the principal 
owner, having retired from active busi- 
ness several years ago. No decision has 
been reached in regard to rebuilding. 


MR. VAN EVERA ENTERS FLOUR TRADE 


R. Van Evera, until recently manager 
of the Kansas Milling & Export Co., 
Kansas City, has engaged in the flour 
trade, with an office at 508 Victor Build- 
ing. He will do a local trade with bak- 
ers principally, and contemplates also en- 
gaging in the export business. Mr. Van 
Evera has a wide and favorable trade 
acquaintance, and already has arranged 
to handle the accounts of two or three 
excellent southwestern milling concerns. 


NOTES 

Charles Espenschied, of St. Louis, 
spent the latter part of the week looking 
after property interests at Leavenworth 
and visiting friends in Kansas City. 

John W. Cain, sales-manager of the 
Midland Milling Co., Kansas City, will 
leave next week for an extended trip 
visiting the trade in central and eastern 
states. 

R. A. Goerz, sales-manager of the 
Newton (Kansas) Milling & Elevator 
Co., will leave tomorrow for an extended 
trip visiting the flour trade of central 
and eastern states. 

Mrs. John M. Kelley, wife of John M. 
Kelley, of the Kelley Milling Co., died 
last week at Philadelphia, Pa. In addi- 
tion to her husband, two small children 
survive. Funeral services were held at 
Independence, Mo., Mrs. Kelley’s former 
home. 

S. H. Moore, recently connected with 
the sales department of the Kansas Flour 
Mills Co., and previously sales-manager 
of a central Kansas milling concern, last 
week became connected with the R. E. 


Kidder Flour Mills, Kansas City, in 
charge of sales. 

The plant of the Hutchinson (Kansas) 
Flour Mills Co. narrowly escaped de- 
struction by fire a few days A short 
circuit on power current wires leading 
to the motors caused the fire. Prompt 
action saved the property. Damage 
amounted to about $600, covered by in- 
surance, 

Robert R. Clark, president of the Aunt 
Jemima Mills Co., St. Joseph, Mo., re- 
turned last week from an extended trade 
visit in the East. Mrs. Clark, who accom- 
panied him, was taken ill at Albany, N. 
Y., and is now in a Kansas City hospital. 
Her early and complete recovery is ex- 
pected. Mr. Clark is spending much of 
his time here. 

John I’, Enns, of the Enns Milling Co., 
Inman, Kansas, spent the end-of-the-year 
holiday with his Roster here. Mr. Enns 
says he believes current estimates of 15 
per cent of wheat in farmers’ hands about 
right, although a greater percentage is 
held in the immediate vicinity of Inman, 
where the crop was short. He looks for 
a scarcity of wheat before next harvest. 


WICHITA 

The flour market was extremely dull 
last week, with small sales. Salesmen 
were in, and little or no effort was made 
by leading mills to effect new sales. Best 
Kansas hard wheat flour is quoted at 
$8.80@9, nominally. Millfeeds continue 
strong, with values about unchanged from 
previous week. 

* * 

Cash wheat market showed decided 
strength most of the week. Receipts were 
light, and demand far in excess of supply. 
Premiums on choice grades advanced 2c, 
and are now the highest on the crop. 
Northwestern mills were good buyers, 
taking considerable more than for some 
time past of both spot and to arrive. 
Local mills were also good buyers. Ex- 
porters were in the market all the week 
with bids relatively 4c higher compared 
to futures than at any previous time on 
this crop. Receipts, 159 cars. Range of 
sales: No. 2 hard, $1.75@1.80; No. 3 
hard, $1.72@1.79,—basis Missouri River 
rates. 

* * 

Corn and oats were about unchanged 
from previous week. Demand was local, 
and confined to actual needs. 


NOTES 

The car situation is reported as being 
somewhat better. Roads generally are 
reported in better shape to furnish equip- 
ment than for some time past. Light 
grain -movement is doubtless having its 
effect. 

Not much change is reported in grow- 
ing crop conditions either in this state or 
Oklahoma. Lack of moisture in the west- 
ern part of both states is causing some 
uneasiness. Elsewhere, reports continue 
satisfactory in tone. 





Cost of Living in England 

According to the London Telegraph, 
the average increase in English retail 
prices of the principal articles of food 
between July, 1914, and September, 1916, 
was 65 per cent, assuming the continued 
consumption of the same commodities in 
the same proportions. 

In estimating the total change in cost 
of living, the rise in food prices should, 
of course, only be applied to the propor- 
tion of expenditure spent on food. In- 
cluding, in addition, rent, clothing, fuel, 
light and miscellaneous items of expendi- 
ture, the rise in cost of living during the 
war was found by the food prices com- 
mittee to be 45 per cent. 





Japanese Cable Censorship 

According to the Commercial Cable 
Co., the Japanese government has an- 
nounced that, in addition to the restric- 
tions of the censorship already in force 
and the condition of senders’ risk, here- 
after all messages must be signed with 
the proper name of the sender. No ab- 
breviated, code or cipher names will be 
allowed. Unsigned or irregularly signed 
messages will not be forwarded. 


London advices are that the British 
government shortly will let contracts for 
the construction of a large number of 
freight ships of standardized cargo, for 
government service. 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 


Doturu, Minn., Jan. 1—The usual 
holiday dullness was experienced by mills 
last week. Demand was very light, and 
no business of importance was done. 
There were a few inquiries for round lots, 
apparently representing foreign govern- 
ment requirements, but nothing material- 
ized. Bookings comprised small lots; 
buyers disposed to limit purchases to low- 
est possible point. Trade is buying hand 
to mouth, reducing stocks and calling for 
delivery on former purchases. Prices ad- 
vanced 25c bbl, due to higher wheat. 

The car situation continues to make 
trouble. One mill reports some improve- 
ment, but the other was not so favored. 

Export situation is unchanged. Lack 
of ocean room and uncertainty of deliv- 
ery, due to car congestion, make it im- 
possible to do business. 

Durum flour buyers were indifferent, 
and market was tame. Prices advanced 
30c bbl, in line with wheat, and this dis- 
couraged buying. Inquiry is light. 

Rye flour is very slow. Prices advanced 
10¢ bbl. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
9,550 bbls of flour, or 27 per cent of 
capacity, against 11,720 bbls, or 33 per 
cent, the previous week, and 25,420 bbls, 
or 71 per cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed shows a strong undertone, and 
more interest is reported. Mills are firm. 


NOTES 


Coarse grain is strong, with light ar- 
rivals and offerings. 


Hans Simon, of L. Dreyfus & Co., 
Paris, France, is here from New York. 


Daily receipts of grain are light, and 
few samples are coming on to the ex- 
change tables. Most cars received are 
applied on old contracts. 


Grain shipping has improved a little in 
spite of the poor car service. Some roads 
have modified their sweeping embargo as 
to Chicago delivery, and this has aided. 


A strong bullish sentiment developed 
in barley Saturday. Buyers evidently 
awoke to the fact that stocks are: small 
and nothing is coming in. Bids advanced 
5@1Ic bu. 


Wheat screenings ruled strong last week 
at $18@20 ton. Embargoes and car short- 
age are seriously interfering with busi- 
ness. But for these, business would have 
been good. 


G. G. Barnum, J. F. McCarthy, G. H. 
Spencer, W. J. McCabe and S. H. Jones 
have been nominated as candidates for 
directors of the Board of Trade Clear- 
ing Association. 


The new fireproof elevator and storage 
tanks of the Capitol Elevator Co. are 
completed and will be ready for the re- 
ception of grain Jan. 2. This gives the 
company 3,250,000 bus capacity. 

Cash wheat is very quiet, owing to 
light receipts. The few cars offering are 
easily placed. Spot and to arrive No. 1 
northern holds steady at May price to 1c 
under, with No. 2 at 5@10c, and No. $ at 
10@30c, under May. Montana No. 2 
hard is quoted at 7c under May. No. 1 
durum sells at May price to 2c under, 
with No. 2 at 5@10c under May. 


The annual election of officers of the 
Duluth Board of Trade will take place 
Jan. 16, and a caucus to nominate candi- 
dates will be held Jan. 6. Those whose 
terms expire are: president, W. C. 
Mitchell; vice-president, M. L. Jenks; 
directors, B. Stockman, D. A. Willard, 
H. J. Atwood; board of arbitration, G. G. 
Barnum, W. S. Moore, William Grettum; 
board of appeals, Thomas Gibson, F. E. 
Lindahl, H. S. Newell; inspection com- 
mittee, J. F. McCarthy, H. A. Starkey, 
A. M. Prime, M. M. McCabe, C. F. Haley. 


Julius H. Barnes, of the Barnes-Ames 
Co., here to spend the holidays with his 
family, has returned to New York. He 
‘says the car situation is very serious, and 
he does not see much prospect of relief. 
Enough steamers dre available at sea- 
board to move the grain, and the rail- 
roads are moving it from Buffalo to New 
York, but the movement of grain and 
flour. from Kansas City and the South- 
west, and from Chicago and the North- 
west, has swamped the roads. He says 
the locomotive and car equipment of the 
eastern roads is entirely inadequate for 
the business. 

F. G. Cartson. 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Dec. 30 was esti- 
mated at 21,250 bbls, or 76 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 19,750, or 67 per 
cent, a week ago, 23,500, or 90 per cent, 
in 1915, and 16,250, or 56 per cent, in 
1914, 

There has been but little buying of 
flour in Chicago during the past two or 
three weeks. Judging by general indica- 
tions and expressions made by jobbers, 
bakers and brokers, they are bullish as 
regards future values. If wheat would 
show steadiness, or advance not too er- 
ratically, it is believed that fair buying 
would start almost immediately. 

Flour values quoted by mills in the 
Southwest show a gain of 20@30c bbl over 
the previous week, but the price has been 
of little interest to the average Chicago 
buyer of late. Southwestern 95 per cent 
patents can be purchased today at $7.90 
@8.10, and standard patents from the 
Northwest at $8.30@8.60, jute. Many 
complaints are made regarding the qual- 
ity of flour coming to this market from 
certain northwestern mills. Where they 
are poorly located for obtaining choice 
wheat of good weight and strength, buy- 
ers are paying little attention to their 
offers. 

Flour from the Southwest is of excel- 
lent quality this year. Some of the larger 
bakers, with supplies either in store or 
under contract to last them until April 
and May, have purchased at least 80 per 
cent of their requirements from south- 
western mills. Those in Kansas and Ne- 
braska have done more business than the 
ones west of these states. A great deal 
of first clear flour is being offered, main- 
ly from Minnesota, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Less rye flour is coming here, and the 
price shows a steadiness. Export business 
is not being considered, either by millers 
or those who have enjoyed trade of this 
character for years. 


A SUCCESSFUL FLOUR YEAR 


Practically all who handled flour dur- 
ing the past 12 months, from the broker 
to the merchant, did so at a profit. The 
major portion of the Chicago brokers 
have made far more money than during 
previous years. The managers of the 
flour departments of the wholesale gro- 
cery houses will unquestionably present 
to their superior officers, after stock- 
taking is completed, better statements 
than for some years. 

But few of the leading jobbers and 
wholesale grocers purchased flour at the 
low level. It is known, however, that 
two or three contracted for southwestern 
95 per cent patents as low as $4.40@4.80, 
jute. A great deal of flour of that qual- 
ity and price, purchased under these con- 
tracts, was sold at $1@1.50, and a few 
round lots at over $2, bbl profit. 

The merchandiser of flour made more 
money during the year than the broker, 
although it required more capital to carry 
on that business than for many years. 
The problem of most importance, espe- 
cially to the flour jobbers, was the ques- 
tion of credits with bakers. This trouble, 
however, has largely been adjusted, most 
bakers now operating at a profit. The 
output of Chicago mills is not greatly in 
excess of that of the previous year, but it 
is understood that dividends will exceed 
those of 1915 and 1914. 

There have been more difficult tasks 
for millers to handle during the year than 
ever before. Not alone has the price of 
wheat varied daily, but every commodity 
used in milling. The problem of obtain- 





ing cars and making shipments is the 
most trying to millers at the present time. 


HEAVY EXPORT WHEAT SALES 

Export buying of wheat last week was 
heavy. Premiums advanced 10@12c, 
compared with the May, to the highest of 
the season. On Thursday, exporters 
bought 2,000,000 bus May wheat in ex- 
change for the cash grain in various posi- 
tions, taking eastern red winters, south- 
western hard and Manitobas. A cargo of 
No. 2 hard sold at the Gulf at 19c over 
May, and Baltimore paid about the same 
price. Manitobas were held at very high 
prices. Practically all the wheat in the 
East and in transit to the seaboard is 
owned by seaboard exporters or foreign 
governments, and it is becoming hard to 
buy cash wheat, especially in near-by po- 
sitions. 

A large fleet of ocean steamers has ar- 
rived at Atlantic ports, or is about due. 
The British war vessels off the Atlantic 
coast are expected to convoy the grain 
fleet across the ocean. Some business is 
being done in the way of exportation 
from Halifax, but port facilities are too 
limited to permit of a large business at 
present. Active preparations, however, 
are under way for the construction of 
elevators and terminal facilities there. 


NOTES 

The B. A. Eckhart Milling Co. has re- 
ceived an award on 3,000 bbls flour for 
the use of the city, at $7.23, jute. 

A number of cars of No. 2 hard winter 
recently inspected out of store have been 
turned down by the inspection appeal 
committee as not up to grade. 

Scarcity of cars is restricting both do- 
mestic and export business in coarse 
grains, although sales of 200,000 bus of 
oats were made in one day to Newport 
News. 

Charles H. Zimmerman, Chicago repre- 
sentative of the Bay State Milling Co., 
Winona, Minn., has been confined to his 
home with rheumatism for over three 
months. ; 

The proposition to advance grain stor- 
age rates in Chicago from 1.30¢ to 1.20c 
per diem was defeated by a vote of the 
membership of the Board of Trade, which 
stood 301 against to 189 for the change. 

By a vote of the members of the Board 
of ‘Trade, the commission on 1,000-bu lots 
of grain for future delivery, where trades 
are made for an individual member of a 
corporation or firm, is $1 instead of $1.25. 

Bank clearings for Chicago for the 
year 1916 aggregated $20,541,943,195; 
balances, $1,240,612,912. In 1915 clear- 
ings were $16,198,985,174; balances, $1,- 
037,277,293. Clearings increased 27.14 
per cent over 1915. 

On account of larger offices being re- 
quired, due to the growth of its business, 
the Industrial Appliance Co. this week is 
moving to the eleventh floor of the Postal 
Telegraph Building, where it will have a 
more complete laboratory for the matur- 
ing of flour samples. 

Business on the Board of Trade for 
1916, as shown by the clearing-house re- 
turns, was the largest on record. The 
aggregate clearings were $206,167,579; 
balances, $70,261,226. There was an in- 
crease in clearings of $87,749,734, or 74.3 
per. cent over 1915. Balances last year 
were $41,123,008. 

A local speculator who recently sold 
out wheat at 50@75c bu profit, and who 
was responsible for a large quantity of 
the old No. 2 wheat being kept here, be- 
cause of his unwillingness to sell when it 
was possible to = is now rare | 
about the poor quality of the No. 2 har 
here. Prior to his unloading he said 
nothing about the condition of the wheat. 


At a recent meeting of members of the 
Millers Mutual Casualty Insurance Co., 
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held at its general offices in Chicago, it 
was voted to reincorporate under the laws 
of Illinois. A new law grants special 
powers and privileges to mutual com- 
panies, and will afford the Millers Mutual 
the right, on and after Jan, 1, to write any 
sort of insurance its members may re- 
quire. 

With cash wheat premiums advancing 
in all markets and trading in cash grain 
becoming more difficult, there is a bullish 
feeling among cash handlers, many of 
whom have been bearish. Uncertainty as 
to political complications constantly aris- 
ing abroad, and fears of a break with 
Mexico, tend to restrict bullish sentiment 
and make buyers cautious about taking 
hold on bulges. 


Charles F. Rock, attorney in fact, of 
the Millers’ Exchange, Chicago, stated 
late in the week that the move of the 
general offices of the organization from 
Chicago to Kansas City will probably be 
made shortly after Jan. 15. Mr. Rock 
has resided in Chicago for about four 
years and will hereafter make his home 
in Kansas City. His family will not 
move until later. 

Grain inspected at Chicago for 1916 ag- 
gregated 203,931 cars, an increase of 
15,144 over 1915 and a decrease of 16,629 
from 1914. Wheat receipts, 32,899 cars 
winter, against 35,937 the previous year; 
spring, 8,303, against 11,700. Total, all 
wheat, 41,201 cars, a decrease of 6,436. 
Corn, 69,512 cars; increase, 5,944. Oats, 
72,120 cars; increase, 11,212. Rye, 3,088 
cars, against 3,489 in 1915. 

W. L. Phelps, president of the Star & 
Crescent Milling Co., has been nominated 
for director of the Chicago Board of 
Trade. There are 10 candidates, and only 
five to be elected for three years and one 
for two years to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Charles W. Ran- 
dall. There will be no opposition to 
Joseph P. Griffin as president and John 
J. Stream as vice-president. The elec- 
tion will be held Monday, Jan. 8. 

Business on the Board of Trade in 
cash grain for the year 1916 aggregated 
$600,000,000. ‘Trading in futures was the 
largest known, and much of it was ex- 
changed for the cash grain. Without a 
market for future delivery, it would have 
been impossible to have handled so much 
grain within a short time. Exporters 
would have found it difficult to buy 500,- 
000 to 1,000,000 bus at one time without 
the aid of the market for futures. 

The Arnold Wahl Institute, a college 
for baking technology and scientific con- 
trol station for bakeries, has acquired 
premises at 4046 Sheridan Road, Chicago, 
in the building heretofore occupied by the 
Mission Tea Room. The building is of 
sufficient size to permit taking care of a 
number of students, and in connection 
therewith will be a complete commercial 
bakery with a capacity of 10,000 loaves 
daily. The Mission Tea Room failed last 
week for about $35,000, and among the 
creditors were several flour concerns. 

Lake shipments of flour from Chicago 
for the season of 1916 aggregated 1,781,- 
000 bbls, compared with 2,609,000 in 1915. 
Shipments to Buffalo were 1,494,000 bbls, 
Erie 185,000, Fairport 41,000 and Depot 
Harbor 60,000. Shipments of grain ag- 
gregated 25,058,000 bus, compared with 
44,438,000 in 1915. There were 6,301,000 
bus wheat, a decrease Of nearly 10,000,000, 
13,966,000 bus corn,. against 25,047,000, 
and 4,791,000 bus oats, compared with 
3,135,000 in 1915. The bulk of the ship- 
ments went to Buffalo and Depot Harbor, 
the latter being mainly for export to 
Canadian ports. 

The Great Lakes Transit Corporation 
will suspend operations on Lake Michi- 
gan Jan. 1. e line gives up the Lake 
Michigan business because the field has 
been found unprofitable. The company 
was formed a year ago to take over the 
boats and business of the railroad-owned 
lake vessels which were barred from op- 
eration by the roads under the terms of 
the Panama canal act. W. J. Conners, 
of Buffalo, was the prime mover, and 33 
vessels owned by the railroads were pur- 
chased. Of these, 15 were engaged on the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Buffalo run last 
season. 

An improvement is expected soon in 
the eastern railway situation. The Wa- 
bash is to take off its embargo on Jan. 3. 
The Pennsylvania main line is open, al- 
though there are’ some restrictions on 
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grain shipments east of Altoona and 
Pittsburgh. The Lake Shore and New 
York Central Lines are taking accumu- 
lative business to a greater extent, and 
officials here say that, should the eastern 
end of their lines open up, they will be 
able to clean up in Chicago territory. 
Shipments of all freight from Chicago 
territory eastbound for the year 1916 in- 
creased 2,000,000 tons over those of 1915. 





WISCONSIN 


Mitwavukese, Wis., Jan. 1.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with 
a weekly capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 
7,560 last week, representing 63 per cent 
of capacity. The previous week, mills 
with the same capacity did not make a 
barrel of flour, owing to embargoes; a 
year ago, mills with a capacity of 24,600 
turned out 9,200, or 38 per cent. 

Flour business was fairly good. Millers 
made liberal bookings, and have plenty of 
orders on hand. Choice city brands of 
hard spring patent advanced 20c, and 
were quoted at $9.20@9.25; straights, 
$8.75@8.90,—wood. 

Clears were in good demand, and mill- 
ers are well sold ahead, Prices were 
higher in sympathy with patent, being 
quoted at $7.75@7.85, jute. 

Rye flour was strong, with prices un- 
changed, pure being quoted at $7.40 in 
wood, with country blends $6.70 for dark 
and $7 for white in jute. Inquiry was 
good from the East and the Southwest, 
and state and local business was satis- 
factory. 

Corn meal was in good demand, and 
prices held strong at $2.35 for both white 
and yellow, in 100-lb cotton sacks. Trade 
was satisfactory from the South, and 
state business was ; 

Both bran and standard fine middlings 
advanced $1 ton. Offerings from north- 
western country mills dropped off ma- 
terially. Shippers had difficulty in mak- 
ing eastern shipment. Transit stuff at 
junction points was fairly well cleaned 
up, and eastern jobbers were anxious for 
feed at present prices. Many shippers 
have feed coming from country mills, but 
find considerable difficulty in obtaining 
shipments. 

Milling wheat was in good demand at 
all times. Millers have good stocks on 
hand. Off-grades were taken by ship- 
pers at liberal discount. Top price for 
No. 1 northern, $1.81. 


YEARLY REVIEW 


Flour business during the first three 
months of 1916 was good, but following 
months up to October it was very irregu- 
lar. Millers report good trade during the 
last two months, at times grinding at full 
capacity. 

Patent flour ranged $5.80@10.25, wood, 
the high price being in November and the 
low in June. Straight ranged $5.30@ 
9.75, wood; clears, $4.70@8.65, jute. Rye 
flour was in brisk demand early in the 
year; later it was slow, but in good de- 
mand the last three months. Prices 
ranged $5.50@8 for pure in wood. 

Millfeed trade was good most of the 
year. The high price for bran was in 
November, and the low in March. Mid- 
dlings reached high point in November, 
and low in January. The range was $2@ 
3 per ton in favor of middlings. Bran 
in 100-lb sacks ranged for the year 
$19.50@29.25, and standard fine mid- 
dlings $20@32.75. 

NOTES 

Herman Zeitler, Prairie du Sac, Wis., 
has installed new machinery in his feed 
mill. 

Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 110; corn, 206; oats, 139; barley, 
194; rye, 54; flaxseed, 3. 

Chandoir & Co., Brussels, Wis., contem- 
plate erecting a flour and feed mill to 
replace the one recently destroyed by 
fire. 

The embargo notice issued by the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, which be- 
came effective Dec. 19, has been canceled, 
and it will accept grain from country 
stations for delivery at Milwaukee. 

Willy & Co., Appleton, millers, will 
continue under the management of Marie 
Ziegenhagen, special administratrix, who 
has been with the organization for 12 
years. The mill was formerly under the 


management of T. A. Willy, whose death 
occurred a few days ago. 
H. N. Wirson. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week end- 
ing Dec. 30 was 20,900, or 431, per cent 
of capacity, compared with 25,100, or 52 
per cent, the previous week, 35,250, or 
73%, per cent, a year ago, 28,900, or 
per cent, two years ago, and 31,400, or 
441, per cent, three years ago. 

Business with the mills was quiet last 
week. The usual holiday dullness was 
aggravated by the unsettled condition of 
the market and by the transportation 
situation. Embargoes and the car short- 
age would of themselves alone play havoc 
with the business. Even when cars are 
secured it is difficult to get them forward. 
The condition, instead of getting better, 
-has been getting worse. 

The close at Toledo was about 10c high- 
er for cash and futures. The market is 
nervous, and naturally discourages buy- 
ing. If more settled conditions could 
prevail, it would help business but relief 
does not seem to be in sight. 

The coming of snow and colder weather 
stimulated feed demand, which was al- 
ready quite satisfactory except for bran 
showing a tendency to drag. 

No new export business was done. 
Millers are concerned about getting sales 
already made, forward in contract time, 
because of the freight situation and 
scarcity of vessel room. 

Mills may further curtail output be- 
cause of the car situation, and in some 
cases the difficulty of getting coal. 


SEVENTY-SIX PER CENT EXTRACTION FLOUR 


Millers in this territory have been ad- 
vised that flour sold for export must be 
76 per cent extraction flour instead of 
74, as previously understood. Our wheat 
is classed as red western, and No. 2 red 
is considered the wheat grown in Penn- 
sylvania, for instance. This wheat is not 
considered of as high quality as the No. 
2 red of this section, and does not contain 
as much flour. 

Seventy-four per cent represented the 
actual amount of flour in the wheat, and it 
will now be necessary to add some of the 
feed middlings to make the grade. An- 
other complication has been introduced in 
the color standards to be adopted. The 
color must not be better than the same 
grade of flour milled in England. Natu- 
rally, the color is better, and the question 
arises how to bring the color down to the 
required standard. 

Pending the settlement of these ques- 
tions and the fixing of the color standard 
so that it is understood, export business 
has been temporarily suspended. 


CROP CONDITIONS AND WHEAT MOVEMENT 


All kinds of weather prevailed last 
week. Rains, with thawing weather early 
in the week, followed by colder weather 
later. The rains did not do any good, and 
not much, if any, harm. It is doubtful if 
they were sufficient to melt the snow en- 
tirely and later form ice over the fields 
when freezing. . 

The wheat movement was very light. 
Advancing prices would probably bring 
out more. Many still believe that od 
prices will prevail, and are holding their 
wheat. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Fourteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 96,660 
bbls, for the week ending Dec. 30 made 
56,163, or 59 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 49,981, or 55 per cent, the 


previous week, by 12 mills of 80,760 bbls 
capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 
Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis, 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Loughry Bros. Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello. 
Suckow Co., Franklin. 
MICHIGAN 


Commercial Milling Co., Detroit. 
Huron Milling Cc., Harbor Beach. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


NOTES 

The Valley City (Ohio) Milling Co. has 
increased its capital to $30,000. 

John H. Taylor, treasurer Northwest- 
ern Elevator & Mill Co., Toledo, is in 
Asheville, N. C. 

The flour mill operated by T. A. Sande- 
fur, Henderson, Ky., was burned Dec. 14. 
Loss, $25,000; insurance, $10,000. 

A. Mennel, president Harter Milling 
Co., Toledo, Ohio, leaves Jan. 3 for a trip 
to Florida which may possibly be extended 
to include a visit to his brother in the 
Samoan islands. 

George R. Keller has filed suit in com- 
mon pleas court, Dayton, Ohio, against 
the Brabeau Grain Hulling Machine Co., 
asking for the appointment of a receiver, 
and James F. Westendorf has been ap- 
pointed. : 

Southworth & Co... grain, Toledo, say 
that in the big view wheat prices are in 
the hands of the international diplomats. 
Keeping track of the various influences 
affecting the market reminds us of the 
chameleon that got along all right until 
they put him on a piece of Scotch plaid, 
when he just naturally.“bust himself.” 

The forty-second annual convention of 
the Michigan State Millers’ Association 
will be held the evening of Jan.,16 and 
all day Jan. 17. The announcement does 
not state the place of meeting, but pre- 
sumably it will be at Lansing, Mich. 
Suggestions for the programme are being 
solicited. Stanley Weage, Coldwater, is 
secretary. ; 

Toledo grocers, members of the Retail 
Grocers’ and Butchers’ Association, were 
indicted last week charged with con- 
spiracy to restrict trade. It is claimed 
they had an agreement not to buy from 
wholesalers who sold to firms retailing be- 
low the market price. The trouble start- 
ed with a claim set up by the manager of 
the Doehler Die Casting Co., that the 
wholesalers had refused to sell provisions 
to the co-operative grocery operated in its 
plant for the benefit of the employees. 
Those indicted appeared before Judge 
Ritchie, pleaded not guilty and were re- 
leased on a bond of $2,000 for each. 


INDIANA 

Inpianapouis, Inp., Jan. 1.—Flour is 
gradually moving upward toward the 
high level of three weeks ago. Last week 
there were more inquiries for soft winter 

s than millers had expected, and 
there was good buying locally, but sales 
out of the state were nominal. The East 
wanted flour, but the car shortage made 
business impossible. 

The high demurrage rates are causing 
mills to load cars to the greatest capacity, 
as well as unload them as rapidly as 
possible. Last week the Acme-Evans 
Co., Indianapolis, loaded a car with 1,000 
sacks flour, thought to be the largest 
number ever placed in a car here or in 
any of the leading markets. A feature 
of the trade has been the way millers 
have entered the wheat market. This, 
with a pretty export demand, has 





proved an unusual influence in Indiana. 


Hoosier flour millers are generally well 
satisfied with the 1916 trade, and call 
especial attention to the fact that never 
in years has a new year opened with such 
a volume of business booked as is under 
contract this January. It is mostly for 
60 and 90 days’ shipment, and if the 
embargo is lifted and anything like nor- 
mal relations can be restored with Europe 
there will be good business in this market 
until in March at least. Last week 
Europe made several inquiries. for flour, 
and some small sales were announced. 

Feed declined an average of $1 ton. 
Mills attributed this loss more to a desire 
to get cleaned up for the first of the year 
rather than to any other cause. 


NOTES 

Indianapolis flour production for the 
week, 10,880 bbls. 

Weather more -favorable to the crop 
was experienced in Indiana last week, 
considerable snow falling. 

Prices in this market: soft winter pat- 
ent, in jute, $8.50@8.65 bbl; No. 2 wheat, 
$1.77 bu; mixed feed, $31 ton; middlings, 
$36. 

Carl Sims, of Frankfort, president of 
the Indiana Millers’ Association, was in 
the city Saturday consulting with Secre- 
tary Riley regarding the millers’ meeting 
to be held in Indianapolis Jan. 16. 

James P. Goodrich, who is to be in- 
augurated as governor of the Hoosier 
state Jan. 8, has for years been in the 
grain business at Winchester, Ind. 

The Bernet, Craft & Kauffman Milling 
Co., owners of the President mill at Mt. 
Carmel, [lL, have announced that em- 
ployees receiving less than $2.25 per day 
will receive an increase of 10 per cent in 
wages, effective Jan. 1. 

J. M. Pearson. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Puiave veut, Pa., Jan. 1.—The mills 
raised prices of flour sharply as a result 
of the upward movement in wheat, but 
the volume of business was small, as buy- 
ers were unwilling to meet the advance. 
Transactions were mostly resales below 
mill limits. 

Spring patent sold at $8.25 jute, and 
$8.50 wood, but at the close few of the 
mills are quoting less than $8.75, wood. 
Spring clear sold at $7.40@7.90 jute, and 
at $7.75@8.10 wood, and Kansas straight 
at $7.90@8.25 jute. 

Soft winters were in small supply, and 
no sales were reported. The whole mar- 
ket closed dull and largely nominal 
with buyers and sellers apart in their 
ideas of value. 





NOTES 

Exports of wheat for the year of 1916, 
37,854,562 bus, against 30,844,062 during 
1915. . 

Dundas Bros., dealers in flour and feed 
products in this city, have been incorpo- 
rated, with a capital of $25,000. 

J. Talbot Broomall, a miller at Mill- 
mont, Pa., dropped dead while working 
in his mill on Dee. 28. He was 63 years 
old. 

SamuEt S. Daniets. 





“Let There Be Grain’”’ 

The following comment from the Wall 
Street Journal concerns congressional at- 
tempts to regulate grain, flour and bread 
prices: 

On the first day of the session of Con- 
gress 11 bills were introduced aimed at 
the present high cost of living. To the 
people who pay bills for family main- 
tenance and vote for congressmen, this 
should be reassuring. They can live in 
anticipation of the good times when Con- 
gress shall enable a man to sell every- 
thing high and buy everything cheap. In 
the meantime, Wall Street and the “spec- 
ulators” are held responsible for prevail- 
ing conditions. 

Congress has important work to do at 
this session. Could it not better employ 
its time by attending to that work than 
by attempting to prevent water from 
running down hill? Can it create plenty 
out of scarcity? Compared with 1915 the 
grain production in this country is more 
than a billion bushels short. Can Con- 
gress say, “Let there be grain,” and there 
will be grain? 

The Lominion government’s official esti- 
mate of this season’s crops shows a loss 
of 47 per cent compared with the total 
of last year. Argentina’s exportable sur- 
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plus of wheat has been reduced about 70 
per cent in preliminary estimates, and its 
corn and oat crops promise a bad har- 
vest. 

Europe’s different sources of supply, 
aside from North America, appeared to 
have suffered, and they are utterly in- 
adequate to the demand. The countries 
at war will bid higher than we for food- 
stuffs. They must, with armies in the 
field. Unless there is economy on all 
sides, the world food supply will be ex- 
hausted before another harvest. The situ- 
ation is more serious than restoring pre- 
war prices. The question is one of feed- 
ing the hungry at any price. 

Even a large harvest next season could 
not bring back the prices prevailing be- 
fore the war. The exercise of a little 
common-sense reasoning should show even 
a congressman that the void in the world 
supply cannot be filled by one harvest, 
and that for several years to come high 
prices for food are certain. There is a 
partial remedy in lessened consumption 
and in the use of substitutes. But with 
all due deference to Congress, people will 
not resort to those measures until prices 
begin to look prohibitive to them. 

The farmers are getting the benefit of 
the high prices for food products. The 
official reports show that. It is of the 
utmost importance that they strain every 
nerve to increase production next year. 
If congressmen see fit to discourage them 
by bills for embargoes, investigations, de- 
nunciations and everything else foolish 
and futile, the bankers and business men 
of the country must carry out an intelli- 
gent propaganda to encourage and help 
the farmers to produce more. Otherwise, 
heaven pity the poor, and they are always 
with us. , 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 
f The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
Dec. 29, in bushels (000’s omitted): 











Elevator— Wheat Oats Barley Flax 
C, Pi Be cccciccsrs ROM 1,360 137 eas 
Pee 845 324 35 221 
Consolidated ...... 949 409 29 141 
RP 1,139 192 28 wea 
ee eee 550 253 16 309 
Cae G Oe i380: 990 = 825 74 Pit 
Fort William ..... 727 597 30 63 
ee 892 627 17 +i 
Ts Ss Mk leer iwees 2,364 1,721 95 79 
Can, Northern..... 3,168 1,876 328 119 
i os eee 240 117 45 125 
Government ...... 1,573 652 83 122 
Thunder Bay ..... 662 462 58 58 

ROC 00 cde an 16,641 9,196 975 1,238 
SOORP GID oe vbiccice 13,550 5,028 1,001 756 
OA 1,862 1,002 82 8&8 
Shipments ........ 135 88 3 
Storage afloat .... 89 101 
FOR? GO Se653 o004 1,073 665 a tte 

STOCKS BY GRADE (000’s omitted) 

Wheat— Bus Oats— Bus 
No. 1 MAGE. 4. -s ae meek BG Wissvis 26 
No. 1 northern..1,242 No. 2 C. W......2,287 
No. 2 northern. .2,409 No. 3C. W...... S14 
No. 3 northern..2,415 Ex, 1 feed ..... 1,412 
os Ee 1,969 Others ......... 4,657 
QRROTE 2.64006 s0% 8,584 —— 

y | as ee 9,196 

yy ee Pa ee 16,641 





Exports for Week Ending Dec. 23, 1916 


Wheat Corn Flour Oats 

From— bus bus bbis bus 
New York. .1,478,029 1,689 70,442 116,641 
Portland, 

Maine ... Ea 68,000 62,000 
Boston ..... ROB,218 3 5 .... 34,322 21,002 
Philadelphia 533,000 17,000 22,000 252,000 
Baltimore .. 362,314 ..... RGB BOP lc tawas 
ped Me eg Be Ee ee ran 518,000 
po ee 1,000 6,000 13,000 
N. Orleans.. 449,000 66,000 84,000 3,000 
CEROVEROOR 5, SPRUE Lrresic woesea eonder 
St. John, 

N. B. .... 176,000 31,000 10,000 98,000 





Tots., wk.3,494,561 116,689 460,672 1,088,643 
Prev. week.3,542,507 276,421 22 5 2,231,262 
U. K’gdom..2,237,083 48,000 69,477 ~-...... 
Continent ..1,257,478 eo 
8. and Ctl. 
America . 
W. Indies... 
Other 
countries.. 





ovens 68,689 130 ooae ee 





Totals ...3,494,561 116,689 460,672 





Summary of U. S. and Canadian Exports 
July1lto Sametime 
Dec, 23, 1916 last year 
cbbd's been 144,071,732 148,963,731 
7,529,636 5,938,362 
Totals as wheat, bus. 177,955,094 175,686,360 
a Ea pee 21,495,181 5,640,325 
Oats, bus 57,977,618 37,006,106 


Wheat, bus 





A London cable says: Because of the 
high cost of feedingstuffs farmers have 
been destroying litters of young pigs at 
birth, much to the dismay of a govern- 
ment agricultural committee. Farmers 
defended their action with the statement 
that the government was allowing export 
of meal to Holland which ought to be 
kept in this country. 
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Flour prices improved last week with 
the pronounced strength in wheat con- 
tracts and cash wheat. The advance from 
the low point has been over $1 bbl, and 
the market ‘is firm. A holiday spirit pre- 
vailed and the volume of business was not 
very large. Stocks are small, and there 
is very little flour moving. The car short- 
age situation is growing worse instead of 
better. 

There was a little export interest in 
flour, and sales of a few thousand tons 
were made for Sweden. Other inquiries 
were in the market, but only a small 
quantity was put through. Reports from 
mills indicate much difficulty in getting 
wheat from the country, and no disposi- 
tion to press sales. Prices at the close 
were firm, with spring patents $8.35@ 
8.60 bbl in jute; clears, $7.30@7.60; win- 
ter straights, $7.40@7.65; Kansas 
straights, $8.25@8.50. 


THE EXPORT SITUATION 


Export demand increased last week, 
and the leading buyers were in the mar- 
ket for considerable wheat. They have 
been credited with buying not only all the 
hard winter they could get hold of but all 
the Manitoba. Cash wheat has been swept 
off the market to a remarkable extent, 
and premiums have almost doubled dur- 
ing the last two weeks. While part of 
this advance undoubtedly was due to rail- 
road conditions, the scarcity of offerings 
was also a factor. 

The position of hard winter wheat has 
changed from one in which it was rather 
pressed for sale for one in which buyers 
have been picking up all they could get 
hold of, at steadily advancing premiums. 
A short time ago Gulf wheat was quoted 
at 7@8c over Chicago May f.o.b. the Gulf, 
but last week January shipment was l5c 
and.February 17c over bid. It was offered 
in small lots, and no one had any quan- 
tity in hand. 

Premiums on Manitoba wheat advanced 
rapidly, and those in close touch with the 
market figured there was not much in 
excess of 1,000,000 bus in store east of 
the lakes, or in any position at the East, 
not owned by the British Commission. 

Corn was in some demand for neutral 
countries, and a small business was done 
with Holland. British demand was un- 
changed, with no room available, and that 
on hand was quoted at 32d per bu. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 

Under the last order of the British 
admiralty, that all British lines must not 
only suppress the name of boat and time 
of sailing, but also time of arrival, it is 
impossible to contract for specific dates 
and sailing, and specific steamers. 

There is only a small amount of room 
left for the general trade, and no one 
knows when this is available. Papers are 
still publishing the names of boats ex- 
pected to sail within a day or two, and 
also the time of expected arrivals, but 
this seems to be left-over information of 
conditions before the last order went into 
effect. 

NEW YEAR'S ENTERTAINMENT 

The eleventh annual year-end enter- 
tainment and distribution of presents to 
poor children of lower Manhattan was 
given Dec. 30 on the floor of the Produce 
Exchange. The guests numbered 1,838, 
including 158 cripples. The entertain- 
ment consisted of a circus, with trained 
animals and acrobatic performances, and 
a band. 


NEW YORK’S EXPORTS 


The exports of wheat from the port of 
New York for the year ended Dec. 30 


amounted in round figures to about 116,- 
000,000 bus, including both American and 
Canadian, against a total in 1915 of 92,- 
000,000. During the same time, the 
exports of flour from New York decreased 
2,100,000 bbls. The total for the year 
was 5,400,000 bbls, against 7,500,000 the 
preceding year. 
WOODEN SHIPS BEING BUILT 

Returns to the Bureau of Navigation, 
Washington, D. C., in response to in- 
quiries directed to 145 builders of wooden 
vessels, indicate that on Dec. 1 there 
were building, or under contract to be 
built, in private shipyards in the United 
States, 116 wooden ships of 500 tons 
gross or more, aggregating 156,615 tons. 

In a statement issued today, the bureau 
points out that most of the principal 
builders replied to the letter which it sent 
out on Nov. 23, asking for information, 
but that the statistics presented could not 
be regarded as complete. Later returns 
will be included in a statement to be 
made public in January, covering the 
situation at the beginning of 1917. The 
average size of the wooden vessels build- 
ing, as shown by an analysis of the sta- 
tistics, is 1,350 gross tons. 


NOTES 

J. J. Bartholomew & Son, Vernon, N. 
Y., have filed articles of incorporation, 
with a capital of $16,000. 

The Rich-Houghton Milling Co., Cat- 
taraugus, N. Y., has been incorporated, 
with a capital of $30,000. 

The millers visiting this market last 
week were O. C. Lake, of Ewart & Lake, 
Groveland, N. Y., and W. V. Hamilton, 
Caledonia, N. Y. 

E. A. Bergs, formerly of New York, 
but now sales-manager for the Geo. P. 
Plant Milling Co., St. Louis, spent last 
week in New York. 

The embargo talk, of which much was 
heard around New York early in the 
month, has entirely ceased. Those who 
advocated it most strongly at first now 
see that the idea was impractical. 

The French-Pancoast Laboratories, 
Inc., having been recently established in 
new quarters, gave a laboratory warming 
on Dec. 27 which was attended by many 
in the New York flour trade who have 
found the service of this concern valu- 
able. 

The Raporel Line, Inc., New York, an- 
nounces that, on account of the delay in 
the building of its new steamer, Raporel, 
it has chartered the Georgeanna Weems, 
which was recently launched at the Har- 
lin & Hollingsworth shipyards, Wilming- 
ton, Del. This steamer, which can carry 
about 30,000 bbls flour, is the only ship 
trading with Guadeloupe, Martinique, 
Barbados and Demerara, in the West 
Indian trade, which flies the American 
flag. 





BALTIMORE 

Battimore, Mp., Jan. 1.—Flour was 
higher and more active last week. The 
nominal price-gain was 15c bbl on springs, 
20c on hard winters and 25c on soft win- 
ters. The raw material advanced rela- 
tively more than this in instances, notably 
in the case of soft winters, but the manu- 
factured article followed only partially. 

Soft winters were the best sellers on the 
list, being constantly wanted by both 
local and export buyers, with sales of 
near-by straight showing a distinct im- 
provement in volume. Hard winters were 
well up to the price of springs, while soft 
winters were a good second and are fast 
closing the gap. The whole trade is be- 
ginning to realize that spot flour is the 
thing to have, and that unless all signs 
fail it will soon be commanding a stiff 
premium over stuff to arrive. 

Springs were firmer but comparatively 
quiet, with fancy short patents closing at 


$8.80@8.95; standard brands, $8.55@ 
8.70; long patents, straights and cut- 
straights, $8.25@8.40; first clears, $7.55@ 
7.80; second clears, $6.90@7.40,—98-lb 
cottons or 140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more 
in wood. Trading was light and confined 
principally to car lots of bakers patent 
and first clear. It was said one of the 
leading milling companies was jobbing its 
much advertised brand at $9, wood. 

Soft winters were strong and fairly 
active, with patents closing at $8.40@8.65, 
wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 40@45c less 
in bulk or buyer’s sacks; near-by straights, 
$7.45@7.60; western, $7.60@7.75,—bulk 
or buyer’s package, 10@15c more in cot- 
ton or jute, 40@45c more in wood. De- 
mand was good for all grades, particular- 
ly for near-by straight, and sales showed 


a decided gain, in spite of restricted . 


offerings. 

Hard winters were uppish and in better 
request, with patents at the close quoted 
at $8.75@9; straights, $8.50@8.65; clears, 
$7.65@7.90,—-98-lb cottons or 140-lb jutes, 
or 20@30c more in wood. The local con- 
tingent balks at paying as much for hard 
winters as springs, even though the dif- 
ference in quality warrants it, regarding 
it as a bad precedent to establish. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 57,432 
bbls; clearances, none. 


THE YEAR’S BUSINESS 


Although handicapped by the burning 
of Elevator No. 3 and Gambrill’s mill, by 
short crops, railroad embargoes, scarcity 
of ocean tonnage and inadequate facili- 
ties generally, Baltimore did a won- 
derful business in 1916. It broke all 
previous records as to grain, and made 
the best showing in-flour since 1903. This 
was a marvelous achievement under the 
circumstances, as it was limited only by 
the resources of the port, and could easily 
have been trebled.or quadrupled had 
conditions been normal or the necessary 
equipment been available. Receipts of 
grain for the year were 127,527,834 bus; 
exports, 121,506,495. Receipts of flour, 
3,111,210 bbls; exports, 2,257,258. 

. The city mill, by reason ofthe loss of 
the mill at Ellicott City, Md., was a large 
and constant buyer of flour in the local 
market for both domestic and export ac- 
count; the effect of which was far-reach- 
ing and most beneficial. All mills in this 
territory found last year an unusually 
satisfactory one for business—rather 
strenuous at time, yet profitable. The 
official figures for the year (000’s omit- 
ted) are approximately as follows, with 
comparisons: 


-—Receipts— --Exports—, 


1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbis.... 3,111 1,588 2,257 922 
Wheat, bus... 46,289 36,304 43,945 34,053 
Corn, bus..... 22,069 18,740 20,154 17,477 
ee, Ws 0c ct 41,230 256,743 38,250 23,925 
Rye, VOB .6s-. 12,577 10,219 13,107 9,421 
Barley, bus... 4,987 6,104 6,016 5,292 
Malt, bus .... 339 270 mr se 
Buckwh't, bus. 35 2 35 
Millfeed, tons. 8 7 1 


NOTES 

There are 30 boats in port loading 
grain, with 70 more on the way and over- 
due. 

Moses Cohen, of the Canada Atlantic 
Grain Co., Winnipeg, Man., was here last 
week. 

The Christmas collection for the em- 
ployees on ’change was much larger this 
year than ever before. 

Grain exports from here last week were 
only 1,244,989 bus—276,351 wheat, 92,798 
corn, 399,064 oats and 476,776 rye. 

Twenty-four wooden vessels are being 
built in and around Baltimore at the 
present time, to say nothing of the steel 
ones, 

Harry M. Wagner, of H. M. Wagner 
& Co., wholesale grocers, has applied for 
membership in the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

In December, Baltimore received 313,- 
056 bbls flour and exported 375,409; re- 
ceived 7,801,952 bus grain and exported 
6,594,981. 

The Western Maryland Railroad has 
given notice that grain over its local 
lines can now come forward without re- 
strictions. 

Philip A. S. Franklin, head of the In- 
ternational Mercantile Marine, was in 
Baltimore early in the week on a visit to 
his mother. 

George C. Wilkins, aged 82, for many 
years general agent of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad at Baltimore, died in Philadel- 
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phia Dec. 20, and was buried in this city 
Dec. 23. 

Receipts of new southern corn to date, 
108,693 bus; same period year ago, 57,- 
780. - Range of prices last week, 98c@ 
$1.05; last year, 70@761,¢. : 

Receipts of new southern wheat so far 
this season, 1,318,253 bus; same time last 
year, 1,530,857. Range of prices last 
week, $1.20@1.847%; last year, $1@1.29. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad has ap- 
pointed the Central Elevator Co. of this 
city to handle accounts and _ collect 
charges in connection with all grain re- 
ceived at its Baltimore elevators. 

Baltimore should be the largest grain 
exporting port in the United States when 
the great industries coming here are in 
operation, but it can never rise to its op- 
portunity until the railroads furnish the 
necessary elevator capacity and get away 
from their present method of handling 
the business. 

The regular ticket for five directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce, to serve three 
years and to be voted for at the annual 
election Jan. 29, has been posted by the 
nominating committee as follows: A. R. 
Dennis, C. J. Landers, Eugene H. Beer, 
Wilbur F. Spice and Egil Steen. The 
indications are that James C. Legg will 
be unanimously re-elected president. 

Beginning with the new year, the city 
authorities have decided to levy a tax of 
le per day or $3.50 per year on all boxes 
used by bakers in delivering bread to the 
sidewalks of their customers, and no box 
hereafter must occupy more than six 
cubic feet of space. The larger bakers 
regard the new tax as an impossible bur- 
den, and will find a way to overcome it, 
even though it should involve a complete 
change in their present delivery system. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 


ROCHESTER 

Rocuesrer, N. Y., Jan. 1.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills last week 
was 8,200 bbls, of which 5,000 were spring 
wheat flour. This represented 48 per cent 
of capacity, compared with 11,100, or 55 
per cent, the previous week, 13,800, or 68 
per cent, a year ago, and 10,400, or 52 per 
cent, two years ago. 

Local flour trade was practically at a 
standstill. Very little was done with 
New York or New England. Local buy- 
ers were also apathetic, and shipping 
directions came in slowly. 

Despite the dullness, the market in 
reality was distinctly firm. Spring pat- 
ents advanced 15@20c bbl. The first of 
the week a few small lots were sold at 
$9.35, wood, Boston, but later the mar- 
ket advanced to $9.55@9.60. City prices 
were firmly maintained at $9.20@9.30 in 
wood. 

Spring clears were in moderate demand 
and advanced 15@20c bbl. One mill re- 
ported sales at $9, wood, Boston. The 
ruling quotation, however, was $8.50@ 
8.55, or $1 under patents. 

Spring low-grade flour and _ second 
clears were in better demand, and some 
of the mills were sold ahead. Sales of 
spring low-grade were made at $6@6.25, 
jute, Boston, and the best spring second 
clears were quoted at $6.75@7. 

Winter wheat mills curtailed their out- 
put, reporting a limited inquiry from the 
East and a moderate local trade. A few 
cars of winter straights were sold at $8.10 
@8.30, wood, Boston, an advance of 30@ 
40¢c over the previous week. No change 
was made locally, sales being recorded at 
$8.30@8.50 for small lots. 

Rye flour prices were firm and un- 
changed. Sales were made at $7.75, wood, 
Boston. ‘There was a little more inquiry 
but it was hard to do business. Traffic 
conditions showed no improvement, and 
flour moved slowly. 

Graham flour followed other flours up- 
ward, mills making an advance of 25c 
bbl. Demand was lighter on the rise, 
buyers not being inclined to pay more 
than $7@7.10, although mills asked $7.20, 
wood, Boston. Entire wheat flour ad- 
vanced 35c bbl and mills experienced a 
slow demand at $8.80@8.90, wood, Boston. 

Although weather conditions were sea- 
sonable, buckwheat flour buyers did not 
take much. Mills held their quotations 
firm at $6.50@7 per 100 lbs in 5-lb paper 





gs. 
Demand for millfeed was more active, 
both bran and middlings being in better 
request. Prices were firm, mills making 
sales of spring bran at $31.50@32.50, in 
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100’s, Boston. Spring middlings sold as 
high as $40, although the ruling quota- 
tion was $37@38. No change was made 
in winter wheat or rye feeds. 

NOTES 

All the mills shut down Saturday to 
Tuesday, and some remained down for 
stock-taking. 

M. Witsenburg, Jr. of Amsterdam, 
Holland, was in the market last week in- 
quiring for spring and winter patents for 
the Holland government. Mr. Witsen- 
burg is with the firm of Folkers & Schiler- 
ort, flour buyers, of New York. 

R. J. Atkins. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., Jan. 1.—The flour mar- 
ket was dull last week, with little change 
in values. Millers’ agents state that there 
is searcely any flour moving, even at 
second hands, and few are making any 
sales, either on the spot or for future de- 
livery. The peace talk still is a disturb- 
ing tactor and no one in the trade seems 
know just what to do. 

The stocks of flour held in New Eng- 
land, while small, are believed to be sutti- 
cient to remove any danger of a possible 
shortage through embargoes still existing 
on railroads. There is delay in getting 
shipments through from the West, but 
conditions are slowly improving. Em- 
bargoes are now only imposed when the 
congestion at eastern terminals becomes 
too great. 

Local stocks of flour are only moderate, 
but as demand from retailers and con- 
sumers is slow, there is enough on hand 
to supply the trade for a few weeks 
longer. 

TOP PRICES IN 1916 

Top prices quoted in the Boston mar- 
ket on flour in carloads, mill shipment, 
were as follows: 

Special short patents, in wood........ $11.00 
Spring first patent, in wood 10.50. 


Soft winter patent, in wood o% 9.25 
ORE DETER, TUS oi ids vewes capers 9.80 





COMPARATIVE FLOUR PRICES 

Closing flour prices of the year for 

flour in Boston, compared with a year 
ago, carload lots, per barrel? 


1916 1915 
Spring special short 
patent, wood ......$9.60@10.00 $7.25 @7.60 
Spring first patent, 


WOOd ........22-0-- 8.70@ 9.40 6.45@7.00 
Spring clears, sacks... 7.25@ 8.10 5.30@5.90 
Winter patent, wood. 8.25@ 8.90 6.25@6.75 
Winter straight, wood 8.00@ 8.50 5.75@6.50 
Winter clear, wood... 7.85@ 8.30 5.60@6,2 
Kansas patent, jute.. 8.10@ 8.90 5.65@6.15 


COMPARATIVE FEED PRICES 
Closing prices of the year for feeds per 
ton in Boston, compared with a year ago: 





_ 1916 1915 
Spring bran, 100-ib sacks....... $30.00 $23.50 
Winter bran, 100-lb sacks...... 30.50 23.50 
Middlings, 100-lb sacks......... 36.00 29.00 
Mixed feed, 100-lb sacks........ 39.00 29.00 
Red dog, 140-lb sacks.......... 47.00 31.00 
Cottonseed meal, 100-lb sacks... 46.50 40.00 
Linseed meal, 100-lb sacks..... 50.00 42.00 
Gluten feed, 100-lb sacks....... 39.73 30.68 
Hominy feed, 100-lb sacks...... 42.90 30.90 
Stock feed, 100-lb sacks........ 40.35 30.00 
Oat hulls, reground, 100-lb sacks 23.50 21.00 
Alfalfa meal, 100-lb sacks...... 31.50 25.50 

BOSTON RECEIPTS FOR DECEMBER 

1916 1915 
Flour, bbls 211,995 332,637 
Wheat, bus 570,123 2,109,284 
COPM, WUD ccc cccsevceess 242,587 12,156 
QO, BOM ciesisccccsivis 976,002 337,873 
Res eae 123,684 67,515 
OE btow newe wean’ 1,458 90,247 
Millfeed, tons ........... 407 321 
Corn meal, bbis ......... 1,406 3,470 
Oatmeal, cases .......... 2,275 46,080 
Oatmeal, sacks ........% 7,650 33,400 

BOSTON RECEIPTS FoR 1915-1916 

1916 1915 
4: BAe 2,100,220 2,016,741 
Wheat, bus ............ 16,531,474 .13,559,148 
CORR, BUR cccivncciccse’s 2,401,678 789,616 
OO DEE vc tawevecseqar 18,493,560 3,287,859 
Se PS ee eee ee 265,888 400,777 
BeriePy DUB cc ccccsvcces 564,655 874,682 
BERNESE, COME 2... ciweese 3,790 5,611 
Corn meal, bbis ....... 14,797 27,884 
Oatmeal, cases ........ 127,744 301,077 
Oatmeal, sacks ........ 78,300 130,026 


BOSTON EXPORTS DURING THE YEAR 
1916 1915 


i. eee 1,090,158 738,679 
WRERS, DUD soccer cgies 18,685,310 14,135,880 
CaP BO ccc cc cnsetess 2,278,371 682,270 
GHD eens eee wteus 11,528,413 273,787 
, =. RACERS eee 158,492 360,055 
Barley, bus ............ 623,858 1,243,455 
Millfeed, tons ......... 1,175 2,184 
Corn meal, bbis ....... 8,998 16,850 
Oatmeal, cases ........ 290,629 301,305 
Oatmeal, sacks ........ 151,833 129,802 


NOTES 
The Southerndown sailed from Boston 
last week with 274,000 bus oats destined 
for the allies in France, St. Nazaire be- 
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ing the. destination. The Missourian is 
scheduled to sail during the- coming week 
with 175,000 bus oats and a large quan- 
tity of steel for the same destination. 

Visitors on ’change last week included 
A, W. Jordan, a former Boston grain 
man, now located in Chicago, with Ar- 
mour & Co; A. R. Taylor, Milwaukee; C. 
E. Brush, Moira, N. Y; H. A. Smith, 
Buffalo; L. G. Carter, Memphis, Tenn., 
and J. W. Hannes, of the Thornton & 
Chester Milling Co., Buffalo, a former 
Boston flour man. 

All British steamship lines sailing from 
Boston have received orders not to give 
out information regarding the movements 
of their steamers or contents of cargoes. 
This will interfere with the compilation of 
statistics of shipments of flour and grain 
from "Boston, as the custom-house here 
refuses to permit any one to have access 
to outward manifests. 

Louis W. DePass. 


NASHVILLE 

Nasuvitte, Tenn., Jan. 1—Very few 
mills reported any business of conse- 
quence booked last week. Their running 
time was reasonably satisfactory, ship- 
ping directions being better sustained 
than usual for Christmas week. Buyers 
manifested no interest, but as only fair 
stocks are on hand, it is expected that 
trade will pick up this month. 

Very little trouble was reported at the 
mills on forward sales. A few small 
buyers attempted to cancel contracts, but 
the mills insisted that they take the flour. 

The year 1916 was doubtless the most 
prosperous in the history of the south- 
eastern trade. The production exceeded 
recent years, and by anticipating require- 
ments for wheat on the advancing market 
the mills were able to come out in excel- 
lent shape. 

While prices were erratic last week, in 
the main they were held firm. Mills were 
not inclined to take business except on a 
remunerative basis. At the close, prices 
were substantially as follows: best or 
short soft winter wheat patents, in cot- 
ton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $8.60@9.50; stand- 
ard or regular patents, $8.20@8.40, main- 
ly $8.30; long patents, 15c under standard; 
low-grades, 30@50c under standard. 

Rehandlers report light trade in Min- 
nesota and Kansas flour, with firmer 
prices. Quotations: spring wheat pat- 
ents, jute, delivered Nashville, $8.60@ 
8.90; hard winter patents, $8.20@8.40. 

Wheat tended toward a higher level, 
with but little being offered. No. 2 red 
was quoted at $1.80@1.85. 

Demand was better for wheat bran, 
while standard middlings continued dull 
and easy. Quotations: wheat bran, 100- 
lb bags, per ton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $27.50 
@28.50; mixed feed, $28.50@29.50; mid- 
dlings, $29.50@31. — 

Corn ruled steady, with No. 2 white 
and yellow quoted at 97@98c. Bolted 
corn meal, $2.10@2.20 per 96-lb bag, with 
routine demand. 

OUTPUT 

Nashville and outside mills, with a 
capacity of 120,000 bbls, showed an out- 
put last week of 76,808, or 64 per cent 
of capacity. This compares with 84,390 
bbls and 62.9 per cent the preceding week, 
61 per cent the same ood in 1915, 55.5 
in 1914, 41.9 in 1913 and 33.7 in 1912. 


STOCKS 


Stocks, with comparison, as reported 
through the Nashville Grain Exchange: 





Dec. 30 Dec, 23 
Flour, bbis 45,900 
Wheat, bus .. 438,000 
Corn, bus .... ee . 104,500 
GHAR, DUE fics cs sevcseecies 553,000 531,000 





NOTES 


Receipts of grainzat Nashville last 
week, 126 cars. 


The Greenville (Tenn.) Feed & Grain 
Co. has been incorporated, with a capital 
of $2,000, by H. F’. Shoun and others. 

The Nashville Grain Exchange, of 
which E, M. Kelly, president of the Lib- 
erty Mills, is president, has moved its 
headquarters to the new Commercial Club 
Building, where Secretary John C. Ben- 
nett, Chief Inspector J. T. Roberts and 
their assistants will have headquarters. 
The Commercial Club has acquired a six- 
story building on Fourth Avenue, which 
has been remodeled at a cost of $75,000, 
and will be the home of the principal 
commercial bodies of the city. 

Three steamboats started operations on 
the Cumberland River last week, A 
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cargo of corn was brought from the Ohio 
River on the first trip. It is expected 
that Nashville shippers will devise means 
to return to water transportation, owing 
to the decision of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission eliminating the rights 
that had been enjoyed by this market, 
which were formerly the same as Ohio 
River gateway points. Government locks 
and dams are being pushed to completion 
that will give navigable water to the Ohio 
River the entire year. ; 

Reports from Kentucky indicate that 
the new wheat crop is doing well. 

JoHn Lerrrr. 


BUFFALO 

Burrato, N. Y., Jan. 1.—Millers are 
having the worst time ever. known in the 
way of traffic and general operation. The 
mails are late, cars are scarce when they 
have rush shipping orders and quite 
plentiful, to certain points, when they 
have none; it is difficult to get laborers; 
these, and the general unsettled condi- 
tion of the flour market, are worrying 
the life out of the miller. 

Buyers want little flour, but the gen- 
eral opinion is that they are in need of 
stocks, and when the rush comes it will be 
difficult to supply the demand. 

The mills have been grinding . slowly, 
and have only a moderate supply of flour 
on hand. Under prevailing conditions 
there will be a ‘further reduction in the 
output. 

Prices of flour are higher with. the op- 
tion, and the limits on No. 1 northern are 
expected to move upward steadily. An 
advance of 50c bbl was made to the local 
small trade, which is lower than generally 
asked for carloads. 

Winter wheat flour dealers are doing 
nothing at all, and their prices are com- 
paratively low, compared with spring 
wheat flour. Short winter patent is of- 
fered at $8.85, standard at $8.60 and 
pastry at $8.05, in wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour quiet and easier. No. 1, $8; 
straight, $7.75; blended, $7.65,—in wood, 
track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds last week took that expected 
advance, and buyers are falling over each 
other to get bran for immediate use. The 
mills have nothing to sell except possibly 
in mixed cars of flour, either spot or 
January, as they are not certain of a de- 
mand for flour. 

Middlings are offered at $1 above bran, 
and appear to be easy. There is plenty 
of red dog, and little demand at the high 
price asked. Jobbers are looking for 
middlings and other heavy feeds to go 
lower. 

Winter wheat feeds are slow, with no 
change in prices from the previous week. 
Bran was quoted at $31, middlings at 
$34 and mixed feed at $32.50, track, 
Buffalo. 

Corn-meal coarse feed, while cheap com- 
pared with the cereal, is selling very 
slowly, and there is no prospect of ma- 
terially lower prices. Hominy feed in 
fairly good demand, and only steady. 
Gluten feed fairly active, and shipments 
are arriving more freely. 

Cottonseed meal unsettled; good de- 
mand at easier prices. Oil meal firm; 
offerings fair, and demand good even at 
present high prices. 

Rolled oats firm. The mills here have 
all they can do keeping up with orders 
for both bulk and package goods, Oat 
hulls dull and easier. Reground, sacked, 
were offered at $22, track, Buffalo. 

Kafir corn easier, being offered at $2.24 
per 100 lbs, bulk, track, Buffalo. 

Buckwheat flour lower, and demand 
light at $6 per 100 lbs in 5-lb paper bags. 
Buckwheat dull, and offered at $2.88 per 
100 lbs, bulk, track, Buffalo. 


THE OUTPUT 

The output of the mills in this district 
last week was 93,200 bbls, representing 
56 per cent of capacity, compared with 
102,500, or 61 per cent, the previous week, 
151,200, or 91 per cent, in 1915, 97,800, or 
71 per cent, in 1914, and 101,850, or 74 
per cent, in 1913. 

NOTES 

Stocks of wheat in store are 7,800,000 
bus, of which 4,000,000 are American. 
Last year there were 9,167,000. 

Navigation is not closed at this port. 
Five steamers left for near-by ports last 
week, and several more will follow if 
good sailing weather continues. 

There are nearly 17,000,000 bus wheat 
afloat in the harbor here, of which. 14,- 
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479,000 are Canadian. ‘There were 25,- 
137,400 bus afloat here last year. 

Asher Miner, president of the Miner- 
Hillard Milling Co., Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
colonel of the Third Pennsylvania Field 
Artillery, who has been home for a few 
weeks, returned Saturday to his regiment, 
which is stationed at El Paso, Texas, 

For some weeks past several special 
agents of the Department of Justice, sta- 
tioned in Buffalo, have been investigatin 
the increased price of foodstuffs an 
coal, and it is said no evidence was dis- 
covered that would warrant prosecution. 

There is no embargo on Buffalo on 
grain that is to be unloaded at this point. 
The restrictions apply only to grain and 
grain products which are billed to a des- 
tination east of Buffalo, with a notation 
to hold here. The mills here are getting 
grain, and taking care of it on arrival. 

The annual convention of the Mutual 
Millers’ and Feed Dealers’ Association 
will convene in this city Jan. 23-26. The 
officers are: Walter Merrick, president, 
Corry, Pa; Edwin A. Bagg, vice-presi- 
dent, Conewango Valley, N. Y; Henry 
Neff, treasurer, Salamanca, N. Y; A. B. 
Archer, secretary, Conewango, N. Y; Roy 
Mulkie, assistant secretary, Union City, 
Pa. 

The receipts of flour and grain at 
Buffalo for the season show a heavy 
falling off, compared with last year. A 
big increase was expected. The figures 
follow: 1916 1915 1914 
Flour, bbls. 6,957,432 8,429,126 9,100,752 
Wheat, bus.138,668,781 166,670,198 100,442,591 
Corn, bus.. 3,527,207 17,281,413 14,309,078 
Oats, bus.. 22,036,301 10,969,616 11,858,666 
Barley, bus 11,709,053 13,512,782 13,229,162 


Rye, bus... 1,477,346 3,787,863 4,268,738 
Flaxs’d, bus 9,564,147 4,036,581 10,127,146 





Totals... .186,982,835 216,258,453 154,235,381 
E. BANGASSER. 





PITTSBURGH 

Pirrssurcu, Pa., Jan. 1.—Extreme 
dullness characterized the flour market 
last week, and mill representatives and 
brokers feel that conditions will not im- 
prove until after the holidays and inven- 
tories are out of the way. The larger 
bakers are believed to have their wants 
taken care of until well into the spring, 
and jobbers have enough flour contracted 
to last 30 to 60 days. This leaves the 
mixed-car and single-car buyers to do the 
bulk of the purchasing during January ' 
and February. Directions on old orders 
were dull. 

Springs ranged, for patents, $8.60@9 
bbl, 49-lb Bg bags, the higher price 


being asked for well-advertised Minne- 
apolis brands; straights, $8.40@8.75, 
cotton, 


Kansas hard winters, for the first time 
on the crop, were held at practically the 
same prices as springs. Patents ranged 
$8.60@8.85 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $8.40@8.65, cotton. 

Millfeed was fairly active, with a gen- 
eral good demand for transit and spot 
cars of bran. Red dog was the dullest 
grade, mainly on account of the ruling 
high prices which have turned dealers to 
middlings as a substitute. Bran was quot- 
ed the last of the week at $30; standard 
middlings, $30.50; white middlings, $35@ 
38; red dog, $43,—all in sacks. 

A moderate demand and light receipts 
caused a firm market for ear corn. All 
arrivals of shelled corn were placed at 
quotations. Ear corn, No. 2 yellow, was 
quoted at $1.02@1.03; shelled corn, No. 2 
yellow, $1.02@1.03. 

Accumulations of cars of oats on track 
were well cleaned up, and prices firm. 
No. 2 white were quoted at 58@58',c. 


NOTES 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands- to the grocery trade at $9.15@ 
9.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

W. D. Wightman, manager of the flour 
and feed department of the local office of 
the Quaker Oats Co., was in Chicago last 
week. 

L. M. Bricker, baker, Lemoyne, Pa., 
has purchased from George Rentz the 
latter’s bakery at Williamsport, Pa., and 
will run it in connection with his bakery 
at Lemoyne. 

On Tuesday the Pennsylvania Lines 
West modified their embargo to such an 
extent that dealers here were able to 
reconsign cars to points east of Pitts- 
burgh on the Pennsylvania road. 

W. A. Low. 
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TRAFFIC CONDITIONS BAD 

It is seldom that Canadian mills are 
faced with so serious an interruption in 
their shipping business as has been the 
case during recent weeks. Both rail and 
ocean transport are now at a minimum. 
It would be hard to say which is the 
worst, though there is no doubt the break- 
down in domestic rail traffic is the most 
serious for the miller. 

As between eastern and western Can- 
ada, freight traffic is almost suspended. 
Mills in Ontario that need wheat from 
Fort William cannot get it, while those 
buying flour from western mills are in 
much the same case. Car shortage and 
weather conditions have combined to 
produce this result. 

In the matter of ocean shipments, mill- 
‘ers have reached a state of desperation. 
Steamship space is hardly to be had at all 
and the limited amount offering is mostly 
so placed as to be of little use. The 
transportation companies are doing what 
they can to take care of the traffic, but 
they are largely governed by conditions 
over which they have no control, : 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 

In the Canadian flour trade the pace is 
decreasing rapidly. A lessened demand, 
shortage of cars, the uncertainty of prices 
and holiday influences combine to reduce 
trading. Already some mills are running 
short time and facing a complete shut- 
down. Domestic prices did not change 
last week. 

Exporting sales were much less than 
they might be. There was a good de- 
mand for flour, but mills were mostly 
unable to accept offers, for lack of ocean 
space. On Saturday, Manitoba export 
flour to comply with the 76 per cent ex- 
traction test was worth 56s 6d per sack of 
280 lbs in 140-lb sacks, ¢.i.f. London, 
Liverpool or Glasgow, January shipment; 
Ontario winters 54s 6d, same terms. 

Toronto brokers quoted $6.70 bbl for 
90 per cent soft winter flour in buyers’ 


bags at seaboard for export. Local quo- 
tations, per bbl: 
Spring patents, firsts .........-+s+e00. $9.40 
Spring patents, seconds .......-.-«se0. 8.90 
Spring first clears ..........6seeeeeees 8.50 
Spring second clears ........ stv a poet es 8.20 
Winter and spring blends ............. 8.70 
Thebes sak Cobssewe’s 8.20 


Winter 90 per cents 

All delivered in 98-lb bags, mixed-car lots, 
Ontario country points. 

MILLFEED 

Trade was quiet. Quantities offering 
were limited. Prices showed no changes. 
Spring wheat bran, $32 ton; shorts, $35; 
middlings, $40; feed flour, $49,—bags in- 
cluded, in mixed cars, f.o.b. Ontario 
points. 

WINTER WHEAT 

Ontario winter wheat sold in car lots at 
$1.65@1.67 bu, country points. Deliv- 
eries were small, as farmers are holding 
for more money. At some points, better 


than these prices were paid. 


COARSE GRAINS 


Ontario oats advanced 2c under a good 
demand. Buckwheat declined 5c. Quo- 
tations: No. 2 white oats, 62@64c bu; 
malting barley, $1.16@1.18; rye, $1.32@ 
1.33; buckwheat, $1.20; peas, $2.30,—all 
in car lots at Ontario country points, No. 
2 Canadian western oats, f.o.b. Bay ports, 
681,c bu. 

OATMEAL 

Rolled oats and oatmeal were in good 
demand at firm prices. All mills in this 
part of Canada were busy. Rolled oats 
in mixed cars delivered Ontario points 





were selling at $3.65 per 90-lb bag; oat- 
meal in 98-lb bags, 10 per cent over rolled 
oats. 

Export trade was confined to narrow 
limits by want of ocean space. Mills sold 
at 65s 6d per 280 lbs in.140-lb bags, c.i.f. 
Glasgow, and pinhead oatmeal at 64s. 

Reground oat hulls were worth $28@29 
ton, in bags, car lots, Ontario points or 
Montreal. 

NEW LAKE OF THE WOODS CO. MILL 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Co., 
Ltd., lost no time in replacing its burned 
mill at Medicine Hat, Alta., with a new 
and much better plant. The accompany- 


Paul Klopstock, of Paul Klopstock & 
Co., New York, was in Toronto on 
Wednesday on his way to Winnipeg and 
the Pacific Coast. 

Canadian -mills are again receiving and 
accepting offers for their former stand- 
ard export grades of spring wheat flour 
for shipment to Great Britain. 

George E. Goldie, chief inspector of 
flour in Canada for the British govern- 
ment, was in Toronto last week. Mr. 
Goldie’s duties keep him on the Atlantic 
Coast during the winter months. 

Stocks of Manitoba wheat and oats at 
Georgian Bay ports are strongly held, and 





New Medicine Hat Plant of the Lake of the Woods Milling Co., Ltd. 


ing illustration shows this property as it 
stands today. The capacity is 1,500 bbls, 
and the elevator will store 150,000 bus 
wheat. It is on the site of the old mill. 

The design was prepared by the Nor- 
dyke & Marmon Co., Inc., Indianapolis, 
and it also supplied and installed all the 
machinery and equipment under the 
direction of James Pye, its special agent 
at Minneapolis. Nothing that would add 
efficiency has been omitted in any de- 
partment. The work here represents the 
best in modern mill construction. 

The fire which destroyed the original 
plant at Medicine Hat occurred on April 
29 last, and its ashes were scarcely cold 
before plans to replace it were under 
way. The new mill is now in operation. 
Its completion gives the company four 
fully modern flour mills situated at Kee- 
watin, Portage la Prairie, and Medicine 
Hat, the combined capacity being almost 
15,000 bbls per day. . 

NOTES 

Sterling exchange sold here on Friday 
at $4.7020 per pound for 60-day paper. 

Steamship agents here have almost no 
ocean space to offer for flour or oatmeal. 

Rumors of an amalgamation between 
two of the largest Canadian spring wheat 
milling companies are again afloat. 


sellers are asking premium prices. As 
all-rail supplies are not to be had, buyers 
have little choice in the matter of prices. 

The announcement at Winnipeg that 
the provisions of the Canadian grain act 
authorizing sample markets at western 
inspection centers are shortly to be put 
into effect is of importance to the On- 
tario milling trade. For the most part, 
millers here are opposed to the change. 

It is probable that the commission 
which controls the hydroelectric power 
service of the Ontario government will 
shortly be in a position to offer cheap 
power for milling purposes at Georgian 
Bay grain ports. Whenever this is the 
case, there should be some milling de- 
velopment at those points. 





Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 


Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 


7——-Mpls—, -—-Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1916 1915 1916 1915 1916 1915 
Dee. 37.... 328 799 97 436 851 536 
Dec. 28.... 255 625 37 76 62 461 
Dec. 29.... 176 672 31 287 159 500 
Dec. 30.... 146 s.. 14 *.. 400 wt 
1917 1916 1917 1916 1917 1916 
a Ler obs 630 -++ 1,490 
Jan, 2..... 431 279 29 296 492 858 


Totals....1,232 3,576 
*Holiday. 


208 1,725 1,964 3,845 


MONTREAL 


MonTreat, Que., Jan. 1.—A firm feel- 
ing prevailed in flour in sympathy with 
renewed strength in the wheat market 
last week, but there was no change in 
prices. There was no improvement in 
demand for spring grades for domestic 
account, and no further business was 
done for export. Millers were kept busy 
making. deliveries on old contracts and 
filling government orders. First patents 
were selling at $9.50, seconds at $9 and 
strong clears at $8.80 bbl in bags, and 30c 
more in wood, in mixed-car lots, delivered 
to the trade. 

Winter wheat flour ruled quiet, with no 
change in prices. Supplies coming for- 
ward from Ontario millers and stocks on 
spot were ample. Demand was chiefly 
for small lots, and sales of 90 per cent 
patents were made at $8.50@8.80 bbl in 
wood and at $4.10@4.25 per bag, deliv- 
ered to the trade. 

There was no change in millfeed. De- 
mand was fairly good. Sales of bran 
were made at $32, shorts $35, and mid- 
dlings $38@40 ton, including bags, de- 
livered to the trade. 

The market for rolled oats was quiet. 
Buyers were well supplied. Prices were 
unchanged, with standard grades quoted 
at $3.40 per bag of 90 lbs, delivered to the 
trade. 

On account of the congested state of 
railway traffic, oats on spot were scarce. 
A strong feeling developed, and prices 
advanced 4@5c bu, with a fair demand 
for car lots, and sales of No. 2 Canadian 
western were made at 69@70c bu ex-store. 


Tuomas S. Barx. 





WESTERN CANADA 


Wiwnirec, Man., Jan. 1.—Some of the 
large mills here participated during the 
week in a big order for flour from the 
British government, to comply with new 
regulations. Others were engaged upon 
old government contracts. Apart from 
this, little new business was taken, both 
domestic and export demand being dull. 
With wheat higher, millers made a cor- 
responding advance on Wednesday. 

Flour to Manitoba points, in cotton or 
jute bags, delivered to the retail trade 
net: best patents, $9.40 bbl; seconds, 
$8.90; first clears, $8.10; second clears, 
$6.50. 

Demand for all kinds of millfeed was 
good, and prices were unchanged. Net 
prices to Manitoba points, in 100-lb sacks, 
straight- or mixed-car lots, per ton: 


Eee ee UU TOUL TS To ET eee ET eee $28.00 
COU ohh cathe Bald v0.0.6 06h da vena ss ene 30.00 
Mk, MONEE. Stns Kaeaaeaed 046 ctpuccténee 40,00 
ETO GMO we bodies vb sisececdn codes 42.00 
Mixed barley and oats ............... 41.00 
Special middlings .......:.........%.. 36.00 
Red dog or feed flour ........... sere 42.00 
We SD Wines Ui ces ob vhcenbter decane 49.00 


Rolled oats and oatmeal were in ex- 
cellent demand. Corn meal declined 20c 
per sack, Rolled oats, $3 per 80-lb sack; 
standard and granulated oatmeal $4, and 
corn meal $3, per 98-lb sacks. 

Inquiry for cash oats was very quiet. 
Prices were about steady. Closing price 
of No. 2 Canadian western, 5334c. 

Demand ror cash barley was dull, with 
little change in prices. Closing price of 
No. 3 Canadian western at week-end, 97c. 

A few odd cars of flaxseed wete taken 
by the crushing interests, but demand 
generally was slow. Closing price of No. 
1 northwestern, $2.5814. 

The volume of trading in cash wheat 
was small, and offerings were light. The 
market was quiet and featureless all 
week. A little business was done in tough 
and feed wheat, but there was practically 
no demand for the contract grades. Se- 
vere snowstorms during the opening days 
of the week delayed news from outside 
markets, and curtailed farmers’ deliveries. 
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‘The war situation also tended to make 
buyers conservative. 
Closing price of wheat, in cents per 


_ bushel, at Winnipeg, each day of the 


week: 

c——Cash-—_,, —-Futures—, 

in 2n 3n Dec. May 
Dee Me kccie bbdae Sidba ddbes Seeee <okhes 
Dec. 36 ....66 174% 171% 166% 174% 176% 
pec, BF. i624 176 173 168 176 179% 
Dec. BB .-ces- 175% 172% 167% 175% 178% 
Dec. 29 ...... 173% 170% 165% 173% 176% 
Dec. BO ...... 172% 169% 164% 177 179% 

*Holiday. 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 

store at Fort William and Port Arthur, 
NOTES 

The old Pioneer elevator at Cardston, 
\lta., was burned Dec. 29, together with 
some 500 bus wheat. 

The new hospital elevator, built for the 
Manitoba Grain Growers’ Grain Co. at 
Port Arthur, was opened Dec. 26. 

Amount of grain now in store in coun- 
try elevators west of Winnipeg: wheat, 
33,939,096 bus; oats, 10,981,861; barley, 
2,289,823; flaxseed, 915,155. 

G. Rock. 





Minneapolis Flour Output and Exports 
BY CALENDAR YEARS 
The flour output and foreign shipments of 
Minneapolis mills by calendar years are 
shown below: 





Output Exports *Per ct. 
bbls bbis exported 
18,541,650 1,410,970 7.60 
18,089,195 1,459,690 8.06 
17,769,280 1,873,930 10.54 
17,673,725 1,764,805 9.98 
17,031,936 1,132,640 6.65 
15,795,470 1,136,685 7.19 
15,376,760 1,323,660 8.61 
14,867,245 1,645,190 11.07 
13,694,895 2,121,256 15.44 
13,660,465 2,349,640 17.19 
13,825,795 2,425,035 17.64 
14,366,095 2,188,775 15.23 
13,652,735 1,741,120 12.76 
15,581,805 3,080,610 19.77 
16,260,105 3,410,405 20.97 
15,921,880 3,897,905 21.31 
15,082,725 4,702,485 $1.11 
14,291,780 4,009,135 28.05 
14,232,595 4,052,586 28.47 
1898 o 00s cede 18,635,205 3,942,630 29.13 
1896 12,874,890 3,717,265 28.80 
10,581,635 3,080,935 29.11 
9,400,535 2,370,766 25.21 
9,377,635 2,877,275 30.68 
9,750,470 3,337,205 34.22 
7,877,947 3,038,065 38.53 
6,988,830 2,107,125 30.14 
6,088,865 1,953,815 32.08 
7,056,680 2,197,540 31.14 
6,574,900 2,650,000 40.30 
6,168,000 2,288,500 37.10 
6,221,245 1,834,845 35.13 
6,317,670 1,805,875 .83.22 
4,046,220 1,343,105 33.10 
3,175,910 1,201,630 37.83. 
3,142,970 1,181,322 37.58 
2,051,840 799,440 38.96 
1,651,790 442,600 28.62 
940,785 107,185 11.39 





*Per cent of flour output exported direct 
by mills to foreign countries. 





Minneapolis Output and Exports 


BY CALENDAR YEARS 


The following tables show the Minneapolis 
flour output and foreign shipments on the 
present calendar year, with comparisons: 

FLOUR OUTPUT 

1915 1914 
1,618,745 1,485,690 
1,436,205 1,415,106 
1,454,985 
1,422,040 
1,401,820 
1,313,270 
1,414,490 
1,768,806 
1,699,060 
1,453,765 
1,421,715 
1,518,535 


1913 
1,602,310 
1,273,290 
1,425,815 
1,316,220 
1,402,075 
1,286,425 
1,381,526 
1,515,940 
1,670,650 


1916 
Jan.. 1,680,740 
Feb.. 1,653,785 
Mar.. 
April, 
May.. 
June. 
July.. 
Aug.. 
Sept. 
Oct.. 
Nov.. 
Dec... 


1,866,685 
2,163,685 
2,039,085 
1,930,670 


1,230,355 1,371,330 





Year 18,541,650 18,089,195 17,769,280 17,673,725 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS 





1916 ~* 1916 1914 1913 

January... 92,075 .178,660 109,610 149,785 
February.. 95,940 214,020 153,695 161,660 
March.... 173,030 134,746 158,670 161,546 
102,000 151,610 121,975 

137,266 130,455 88,755 

38,910 94,635 87,050 

21,606 112,345 119,935 

August.... 67,280 27,185 60,850 134,130 
September, 64,026 149,675 174,715 212,495 
October... 91,260 103,860 220,980 205,445 
November. 79,870 142,080 259,180 196,700 
December. 162,920 209,685 257,385 135,330 





Year. ..1,410,970 1,459,690 1,873,930 1,764,805 





World’s Grain Shipments 





World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Jan.1 Jan. 2 
Wheat— Dec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 
America ..... 5,154 5,7 10,222 8,403 
ROGER. cveive. wees 320 bi see 
ImGEB. sei nosee 664 440 208 104 
Argentina .... 2,564 2,184 32 32 
Australia ..... 1,520 1,432 56 Ball 
Othergw ....... 120 164 120 56 
Tots., wheat 10,022 10,299 10,638 8,595 
COPE srt bceega SOUS cada. 3,451 4,306 
On passage— 
WHERE. .ctecce 40,094 41,528 37,024 37,448 
COR sséceseds 19,574 21,829 15,5694 28,741 
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Seatrie, Wasu., Jan. 1, 1917 








The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 
bbls, was 24,240, or 59 per cent of capac- 
ity, last week, against 33,130, or 81 per 
cent, the previous week, 27,895, or 68 per 
cent, @ year ago, and 23,443, or 57 per 
cent, two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,000 
bbls, was 25,755, or 45 per cent of capac- 
ity, against 29,630, or 51 per cent, the 
previous week, and 35,639, or 63 per cent, 
a year ago. 


THE WEEK’S TRADE 


Flour was not wanted last week from 
any direction, with most of the mills 
marking time as far as new business is 
concerned, but with enough old bookings 
to insure steady grinding for 60 days or 
longer. Soft wheat flours were quoted 
the same as the week previous, port mills 
asking $7.80 bbl for blue-stem family 
patents, $6.70@6.90 for blue-stem cut-off 
and $6.80@7 for straights, in 49’s, cotton. 
Country mills quoted pastry flour at $6.70 
@6.80, and family patent at $7.70@7.80, 
basis 49’s. 

Hard wheat flour fared little better 
than soft, and all eastern mill representa- 
tives complained of dullness. Montana 
first patent was quoted at the close at 
$8.40@9.05; second patent, $8.20@8.60; 
first clear, $7.70@7.95. Dakota flours 
were quoted: first patent, $8.70@9.75; 
second, $8.40@9.25; first clear, $8.15@ 
8.20. 

Feed is quiet, with local bran at $26 
ton; shorts, $29. 

The wheat movement is very light, and 
the only business worked is for local mill 
account. The car shortage prevents east- 
ern shipments, and makes dealers afraid 
to enter on new business. Bids on the 
Seattle Exchange, Dec. 29: Turkey red, 
$1.50 bu; blue-stem, $1.48; forty-fold, 
$1.44; club and fife, $1.43; red Russian, 
$1.42. 

NOTES 


The Canadian government will build 
two steamships to operate between Van- 
couver, B. C., via the Panama Canal, to 
eastern Canadian ports. 

A large part of the machinery for the 
new 1,500-bbl mill of the Montana Flour 
Mills Co. at Great Falls has been deliv- 
ered and is being installed. 

C. O. Case, of the New England Flour 
Co., Boston, was in Seattle last week, 
leaving here via eastern Washington 
points for Portland and San Francisco. 

Seattle shipyards have 33 steel ships 
under construction or contracted for in 
addition to a large number of power 
schooners. North Pacific yards have con- 
tracts for 30 wooden ships. 

Stocks of flour at Hongkong were down 
to 215,000 1,-bags Decl, but with ocean 
freights $20 ton and cheap offering of 
Shanghai and Japanese flour, American 
flour is hopelessly out of court. 

Some business is being worked from 
Seattle to eastern markets in Chinese 
linseed. Recent quotations f.o.b. cars here 
were $85@88 per ton of 2,000 lbs. The 
freight, Seattle to Minneapolis, is $15 
per 2,000 Ibs. 

The Merchants’ Exchange moved to the 
new Arctic Building last week. Other 
coneerns moving to this building include: 
the Tri-State Terminal Warehouse Co., 
Northern Grain & Warehouse Co., Ste- 
phens-Smith Grain Co., Milwaukee Grain 
Elevator Co., Albers Bros. Milling Co. 
and The Northwestern Miller. 


The Park County Milling Co., of Liv- 


ingston, Mont., has been organized to 
erect a 150-bbl mill there. The officers 
of the company are: president, J. M. 
Darroch, of Pray; vice-president, H. B. 
Futter, of Clyde Park; secretary-treasur- 
er, Carson E. Bechtel, of Livingston; 
general manager, M. L. Batemen. 

There was a slight improvement in the 
car situation at port terminals last week, 
but it is still very serious. In the interior, 
where heavy shipments of flour and grain 
are overdue, the mills and grain houses 
are having all kinds of trouble with east- 
ern buyers, who are demanding cancella- 
tions of contracts for nonshipments. 

Flour shipments from Tacoma to the 
west coast of South America in 1916 were 
165,672 bbls; from Seattle, 24,010. From 
both ports the shipments were 189,682 
bbls, against 396,350 in 1915, and 301,200 
in 1914. The destinations of the 1916 
shipments were: Chile, 91,604 bbls; Peru, 
74,800; Ecuador, 22,245; Bolivia, 1,035. 





CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, Cat., Jan. 1.—The un- 
settled condition of the wheat market, 
marked by rapid changes in prices, com- 
bined with the usual holiday spirit, made 
flour business slow last week. 

Such as was passing was confined to 
small bakers for current needs. The 
limited supply of flour in the hands of all 
classes of buyers gives promise of a more 
active demand soon. . 

North Coast flours were somewhat 
firmer. Blue-stem patents were offered 
at $7.80@8; straight grades, $7.60@7.80, 
—delivered San Francisco. Local mills 
were unchanged on family flour, quoting 
top patents at $9@9.40 bbl for 49’s, cot- 
ton. 

With a somewhat firmer wheat market, 
eastern mills generally advanced prices 
20c bbl. Kansas first patents were quot- 
ed at $9@9.20; Dakota first patents, $9.75 
@10; Montana first patents, $8.60@8.80, 
—98’s, cotton, delivered San Francisco. 

Millfeed was slightly lower, due to in- 
creased offerings by northern mills, along 
with very little demand, as buyers look 
upon present prices as too high to pur- 
chase beyond current needs. Stocks, how- 
ever, are light, and, with many mills 
reporting their supplies sold up for 30 or 
60 days, there is little in the situation to 
warrant lower prices for the time being. 
White bran was offered at $29@30 ton; 
shorts, $32; middlings, $39@40,—deliv- 
ered San Francisco. 





OREGON 

PortLanp, Orecon, Jan. 1.—Flour 
prices ruled steady last week, through 
all the fluctuations of the wheat market. 
Local trade was of light volume and, 
while eastern inquiry was reported, it is 
not known that any new orders were 
booked. The car situation is still unsatis- 
factory and hinders the development of 
the flour as well as.the wheat trade. 

Current millers’ quotations on flour: 
patents, $7.80; straights, $6.60@7; ex- 
ports, $6.80; valley grades, $7.30; whole- 
wheat, $8; graham, $7.80. 

Millfeed prices remained stationary, 
with a good local feed demand. Bran 
was listed at $26.50, shorts at $30.50 and 
rolled barley at $40@41.50. Whole corn 
was quoted at $46, and cracked at $47, ton. 

There was a moderate sized flurry in 
wheat early in the week, with a rather 
urgent demand from the East and South, 
as well as from California. A number of 
sales were posted at Sharp advances, and 
considerable buying in the country was 
also announced. Friday, however, prices 
sagged with the withdrawal of outside 
bids. Farmers at no time have pressed 
wheat on the market, and the few holders 
of large lots seem determined to carry 
the wheat until spring. 

Bids at the Merchants’ Exchange, Fri- 


39 


day, fox January wheat, were: blue-stem, 
$1.51; forty-fold, $1.45; club, $1.42; red 
Russian, $1.38. 

Oats held steady around the $35 ton 
mark, There were some inquiries from 
Texas points, but no indications of activ- 
ity anywhere in the Northwest. Feed 
barley was nominal at $37 ton. 


NOTES 


Federal estimates of the winter wheat 
acreage are 472,000 acres, against 590,000 
last year in Oregon, and for the entire 
Pacific Northwest 1,572,000, against 1,821,- 
000 last autumn. 

The government crop report, just is- 
sued, estimates the Oregon wheat produc- 
tion in 1916 at 19,550,000 bus, against 
20,025,000 in 1915; barley, 5,390,000, 
against 4,680,000; oats, 17,290,000, against 
16,060,000; corn, 1,340,000, against 1,155,- 
000; rye, 510,000, against 414,000. 


The site of the old Salem (Oregon) 
Flouring Mill and its water rights have 
been purchased by Charles K. Spaulding, 
a lumberman, and it is understood he 
contemplates establishing a lumber plant 
there. The consideration was not di- 
vulged, but not long ago an offer of 
$90,000 for the property was rejected. 


J. M. Lownspate. 





Farm Bank Districts 


Wasuineoton, D. C., Jan. 1.—The Fed- 
eral Farm Board announced on Wediies- 
day, Dec. 27, the 12 districts into which 
the country is divided for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the terms of the act 
creating rural farm banks, and also 
designated the cities which are to be the 
banking centers of each district. These 
are: Springfield, Mass; Baltimore, Md; 
Columbia, S. C; Louisville, Ky; New 
Orleans, La; St. Louis, Mo; St. Paul, 
Minn; Omaha, Neb; Wichita, Kansas; 
Houston, Texas; Berkeley, Cal., and 
Spokane, Wash. 

The 12 districts are as follows: 1, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York and 
New Jersey; 2, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and 
the District of Columbia; 3, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida; 
4, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee; 5, Alabama, Mississippi and 
Louisiana; 6, Illinois, Missouri and Ar- 
kansas; 7, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota and North Dakota; 8, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, South Dakota and Wyoming; 9, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado and New 
Mexico; 10, Texas; 11, California, Nevada, 
Utah and Arizona; 12, Washington, Ore- 
gon, Montana and Idaho. 

Concerning its decisions, the board in 
a formal statement says: “In determining 
the federal land bank districts and in 
designating the cities within such districts 
where federal land banks shall be located, 
the Federal Farm Board has given care- 
ful consideration to the farm loan needs 
of the country. The board held public 
hearings in nearly every state in the 
Union, and in this manner collected in- 
formation of great value in determining 
its decision. Every reasonable oppor- 
tunity has been afforded applicant cities 
to furnish evidence to support their claim 
as locations of federal land banks. More 
than 75 cities applied to be designated as 
the headquarters of a bank, and were 
heard through representative committees 
and individuals.” 

The banks will be established as soon as 
practicable. Under the law each bank 
will have a capital of $700,000. Applica- 
tions for loans have been pouring in, and 
it is estimated that a sum more than 20 
times in excess of the combined capital 
stock could be used in making loans. 
Almost the first work of the banks, after 
approving and issuing loans, will be the 
issuance of farm loan bonds, which will 
be issued in denominations as small as 
$25, and will pay interest at a rate J per 
cent lower than the rate charged the 
farmers on their loans. What this in- 
terest will be has not yet been determined, 
although it is limited by law to a mini- 
mum of 6 per cent. : 

A chief task now confronting the board 
is the selection of experienced employees 
for the new banks. The head of each 
bank. will be designated as the registrar, 
and will probably be a resident of the 
district involved, and preferably an at- 
torney. 

Ricuarp B. Warrovus. 
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CHICAGO, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 
f.o.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 


tail merchants ......ccsecceees $....@9.40 
Spring patent, jute.............+.% 8.20@8.60 
Spring straights, jute ............ 7.90@8.10 
Bpciss GOATS, FULE oc ccccccesecese 7.15 @7.35 
Second clear, 140 Ibs, jute ....... 5.40@5.65 
Red dog, 140 Ibs, jute ........... 4.30@4.50 
City mills’ spring patents, jute... 8.30@8.50 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patent, southern, jute ........... $7.80@8.25 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 7.20@7.50 
Clear, southern, jute ............. 6.65 @6.90 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute ....... $7.90@8.25 
Patent, 95 per cent ........-e0e0% 7.65 @7.85 
Clear, Kansas, jute .........ee00. 7.00@7.20 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ............ $7.25 @7.50 
Rye flour, standard, jute ......... 6.75 @7.00 


MILLFEED—The railway situation has 
failed to improve, and all sales of millfeed 
are still based on the possibility of ship- 
ment. All grades are being offered by the 
mills, and values show a slight reduction 
over last week. Spring wheat bran is of- 
fered at $28.25; standard middlings and 
winter wheat bran, $28.75; winter middlings, 


$37; red dog, $44.25,—in 100-lb sacks. 
WHEAT—Supply light; demand good; 
prices higher; premiums have advanced. 


red on track scarce at 5@8c over 
7@8c over, with sales at 


No. 2 
May; No. 2 hard, 


$1.79%; Turkey variety, 12@14c over. Sales 
of 25,000 bus old No. 2 hard in store at 
le over December to a shade better. No. 1 


northern, 8@12c over May; No. 2 northern, 
2@9c over. 

RYE—Demand light; offerings small; No. 
2 sold at $1.36; choice, $1.37 bid; No. 3 sold 
at $1.27@1.30; No. 4 at $1.30. 

CORN GOODS—Trade moderate; prices 
unchanged; grits $2.34, and meal $2.33, per 
100 Ibs. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted): 





7-Receipts— -Shipments—, 
9 1915 


1916 1915 1916 
Flour, bbls..... 158 247 111 183 
Wheat, bus.... 622 2,380 363 831 
Corn, bus...... 2,408 2,337 736 1,053 
Oats, bus...... 1,366 1,946 1,163 1,417 
Rye, bus....... 134 125 24 116 
Barley, bus.... 601 962 84 635 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS FOR 1916 


Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
at Chicago for the year 1916, with compari- 
sons (000’s omitted), were as follows: 


--Receipts—, --Shipments— 








1916 1916 1916 
Flour, bbls... 9,353 9,063 8,332 7,674 
Wheat, bus.. 74,944 70,704 61,187 55,576 
Corn, bus.... 102,376 95,357 61,782 73,667 
Oats, bus.... 161,244 133,475 116,875 122,469 
Rye, bus..... 5,601 4,648 4,436 3,993 
Barley, bus.. 34,526 26,167 11,416 8,852 
Total grain, 
DUS cc ccce 378,691 330,351 255,696 264,557 
MILWAUKEE, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 
Hard spring patent, wood........ $9.20@9.25 
Hard spring straight, wood...... . 8.75@8.90 
PORGP GORE, FEO ccccccccccevcces 7.75 @7.85 
Rye flour, pure, wood ............ @7.40 


Rye flour, country blended, jute... 6.70@7.00 
7. 


Kansas straight, cotton ......... ° 80@8.10 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 Ibs, cotton ......... ove » @2.35 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

white, 100 Ibs, cotton ......... eee » @2.35 

MILLFEED—Higher. Standard bran, 


$27.50; standard fine middlings, $28.50; flour 
middlings, $33; rye feed, $27.50; red dog, 
$44; brewers’ dried grains, $35; oil meal, 
$46,—all in 100-lb sacks, 
WHEAT—Advanced 10@12c, with demand 
good at all times for choice. Off-grades 
were taken care of by shippers at liberal 
discount. Receipts, 122 cars. No. 1 north- 
ern, $1.73@1.85; No. 2, $1.69@1.82; No. 3, 
$1.25@1.70; No. 2 hard, $1.71@1.81; No. 2 


red, $1.70@1.80; No. 3 red, $1.58@1.74. 

No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 
Monday* @... coe@ecs eh Se 
Tuesday 173@180 169@177 125@160 
Wednesday. 175@180 171@177 125@162 
Thursday .. 177@181 174@179 130@160 
Friday 175 @180 172@177 130@160 
Saturday 180@185 176@182 135@170 

*Holiday. 


BARLEY—Advanced 4@8c, with demand 
good from maltsters and brewers for choice. 
Low-grades were slow and difficult to sell, 
Receipts, 183 cars. Medium, $1.20@1.24; 
No. 3, $1.18@1.20; No. 4, $1@1.19; feed and 
rejected, 90c@$1.38. 

RYE—Advanced ic, demand good 
All grades were 


with 


from millers and shippers. 


in demand, and offerings were all placed. 
Receipts, 35 cars. No. 1, $1.834@1.40%; No. 
2, $1.33@1.40; No. 3, $1.28@1.38. 
CORN—Firm, advancing 1@2c, with de- 
mand good from all sources. Receipts, 193 
cars. The local trade paid top prices for 
yellow and high mixed. Embargoes inter- 
fered with eastern shipments. No. 3 yellow, 
92% @938c; No. 4 yellow, 91@91%c; No. 3 
white, 92@93c; No. 3 mixed, 91% @92c. 
OATS—Firm, advancing 2@3c, with de- 
mand good fdr all grades. Receipts, 139 
cars. A more liberal movement is looked 
for next week. Standard, 51@52%c; No. 3 
white, 50% @52%c; No. 4 white, 50% @52c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


--Receipts—, --Shipments—, 

1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls... 17,360 35,350 22,130 65,910 
Wheat, bus.. 154,300 256,300 58,378 131,801 
Corn, bus.... 273,360 246,300 117,993 30,600 
Oats, bus.... 290,080 811,300 269,770 370,650 
Barley, bus.. 271,560 664,560 40,573 351,210 
Rye, bus..... 41,300 112,100 11,008 23,700 
Feed, tons... 540 1,520 2,160 4,180 





KANSAS CITY, DEC. 30 

FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98’s, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Patent.....$8.10@8.50 First clear.$7.30@7.75 
Straight... 7.90@8.20 Low-grade 6.50@7.00 

Federation differentials govern other pack- 
ages. 

For central states and ‘‘cotton sack”’ trade, 
mills quote $8.60@8.80 bbl for first patents, 
cotton 48’s, arrival draft._ 

On round lots, interior mills quote $7.80@ 
8.10 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; ‘“‘straight,” 100 per cent; “straight 
patent,” 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—Bran is in more active de- 
mand at strong to slightly higher prices. 
Very little is offering. The market is on 
eastern shipping basis. Shorts are also in 
better demand, especially for the poorer 
grades. Quotations, basis Kansas City, per 
100-I1b sacks: bran, $1.30@1.32; brown shorts, 
$1.35@1.40; gray, $1.50@1.55; white, $1.85@ 
1.90; corn chop, $1.75. 

WHEAT—Therée was a generally good 
cash demand throughout the week, and cash 
premiums moved up rather sharply. The 
advance in cash wheat was 7@8c, compared 
with an advance of about 4@5c in the May 
prices. Cash wheat premiums in the in- 
terior also gained quite sharply. Cash prices: 
hard wheat, No. 2, fair to choice Turkey, 
$1.82@1.83; dark and ordinary, $1.79@1.82; 
No. 3, fair to choice Turkey, $1.81@1.81%; 
dark and ordinary, $1.76@1.80; No. 4, fair 
to choice Turkey, $1.75@1.78; dark and ordi- 
nary, $1.70@1.75; soft wheat, No. 2, $1.78 
@1.82; No. 3, $1.73@1.80; No. 4, $1.68@1.77. 

CORN—There was a good demand for cur- 


rent offerings, without much change in 
prices. Cash prices: mixed corn, No. 2, 89% 
@90c; No. 3, 89@89%c; white corn, No. 2, 


90c; No. 3, 89@89%c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— -Shipments—, 





1916 1915 1916 1915 

Wheat, bus.849,150 1,783,350 1,047,050 996,300 
Corn, bus...211,250 580,000 122,500 138,750 
Oats, bus... 95,200 146,200 90,000 36,000 
Rye, bus.... 4,400 15,400 1,100 11,000 
Barley, bus. 19,600 85,400 5,600 103,600 
Bran, tons.. 740 820 1,360 2,360 
Hay, tons... 6,948 3,828 2,340 1,056 
Flour, bbls.. 9,500 6,500 26,250 46,750 

ST. LOUIS, DEC. 30 
FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 


tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b, St. Louis: 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 Ibs, in 140-lb jute bags: 


PERT eee ee $7.75 @8.25 
_ , SOPRR RE EY Pee Ce eae 7.60@7.80 
i. ees ee 6.50@7.00 
DORON GORE occ cvecvccecasascsce 6.10 @6.40 
a arr 5.80 @6.00 
SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
First patent, in cotton ........... $8.20@8.50 
Second patent, in cotton ......... 7.60@7.90 


Extra fancy, in jute ...1......... 7.30@7.50 


MOCOME CHGS 2 ccccceceivccacsccees 6.60 @7.00 
ROOMY a0sa Codadadicrtabietess --»»@6.00 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
WOES DRAGER. oanc6ks vis cctiverés $8.00@8.50 
DOPMRIS. oS o0 Sec0 ced ecnbc nc dedtees 7.60@7.90 
GUS se cC kts candsccckwt shes es ue 7.30 @7.60 

MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-lb bags, 


basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft 
wheat bran, $1.38; hard wheat bran, $1.34; 
middlings, $1.80. At mills to city trade: 
bran, $1.40; gray middlings, $1.60. 

WHEAT—Cash demand fair. Receipts, 
205 cars, against 209. Closing prices: No. 4 
red, $1.65@1.96; No. 2 hard, $1.84%; No. 4 
hard, $1.72. Net changes in prices were 
10@15c higher on soft and 10c higher: on 
hard. 

CORN—Demand fair at 2@3c higher. Re- 
ceipts 305 cars, against 258. Closing prices: 
No. 2 corn, 94%c; No. 3 corn, 92%c; No. 4 
corn, 91% @92%c; No, 2 yellow, 94%c, nom- 


inal; No. 3 yellow, 92% @93c; No. 2 white, 
94@94%c, nominal; No. 3 white, 92%c, 


nominal, 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, f.0.b. 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, 
$4.95. 


OATS—In fair demand and 1% @2c high- 
er. Receipts, 119 cars, against 139. Closing 
prices: standard, 54%c; No. 3 white, 53% 
@54c; No. 4 white, 53c, nominal; No. 2 
mixed, 53c, nominal; No. 3 mixed, 52%c. 


RYE—No. 2 rye, $1.44. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
7~Receipts—, --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
bbls... 76,130 95,290 114,450 82,210 
Wheat, bus.. 544,767 698,660 448,870 650,283 
Corn, bus.... 447,600 79,940 215,760 344,400 
Oats, bus.... 304,300 184,470 305,830 272,000 
Rye, bus..... 42,900 22,330 10,400 31,900 
Barley, bus.. 25,600 4,320 1,660 62,400 


STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 


Dec. 30 Dec. 23 Dec. 31 

1916 1916 1915 

No. 2 red wheat... 406,156 423,917 71,292 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 538,923 664,418 758,054 
No. 2 corm ........ 156,347 16,671 115,296 
No. 2 white corn... 5,692 3,223 133,816 
No. 2 yellow corn.. 3,370 
No. 2 oats ........ 44,400 
No. 2 white oats... 11,629 
No. 3 white oats... 465,734 
Standard oats ..... 63,149 
WO & MO. « ccvevis e 7,139 


Flour, 


328,702 
1,440 


7,099 6,080 





TOLEDO, DEC. 30 

FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.0.b, Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
196 lbs: 

SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 
Patent, Toledo-made ... 
Kansas patent, Toledo-made 

SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
WOME cd en secsnvsecadecscisesoedes $8.20@8.45 
Straight ..... ESL CTUaT Tee eee 8.10@8.35 
CEU EA NSERER SCS OCE Oc 66 06.00:5.0050% 7.70@7.95 

MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.o.b. Toledo: 


Winter wheat bran ............ $29.00 @32.00 
Peer reer 31.00 @33.00 
PRMENED | 6 Oéu bie ec sti Bievcers - 33.00@34.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags ........ «see» @48.00 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag.... .....@ 6.75 

WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 

Cash Dec. May 

Monday* ........ re eves Bi snhes 
Tuesday ......... a. 99 1.77 1.81 
Wednesday ...... 1.81% 1.81% 1.85% 
ri ees 1.81% 1.81% 1.85% 
i. MPR Te e 81 1.81 1.85 
Saturday ........ 1.84% 1.84% 1.88% 

*Holiday. 


Receipts 15 cars; 11 contract; year ago 99, 
40 contract. 

CORN—Receipts 95 cars, 87 contract; year 
ago 81, 34 contract. 

OATS—Receipts 19 cars, 13 contract; year 
ago 34, 3 céntract. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


-Receipts— -—-Shipments— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Wheat, bus.. 18,000 107,000 66,100 62,100 
Corn, bus.... 113,400 100,800 57,800 19,000 
Oats, bus.... 29,600 64,400 16,600 114,500 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS FOR 1916 
(In bushels, 000’s omitted) 


-~Receipts— -—Shipments— 

1916 1915 1916 1915 
Wt .ceesce 6,593 9,551 3,212 6,463 
CN cccvewess 3,962 4,133 1,613 2,166 
OBte .wccsccves 4,359 6,342 2,970 5,621 
i. eee 135 118 88 129 
Meee 19 142 eee 138 
CIOVEP os icrcee 73 54 61 71 





NEW YORK, DEC. 30 
FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 


car lots: Jute sacks Wood 

Spring patent ........ $8.40@8.60 $8.70@8.90 
Spring first clears..... 7.30@7.60 7.60@7.90 
Spring low-grades..... 56.50@6.00 ....@.... 
Winter patent ........ 8.00@8.25 8.30@8.55 
Winter straights ..... 7.40@7.70 7.70@8.00 
Winter low-grades..... 6.25@6.75 ....@.... 
Kansas straights ..... 8.30@8.50 ....@.... 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports totaled 69,900 packages, of 
which 4,000 were destined for London, 20,700 
for Rotterdam, 4,200 for Bergen, 12,900 for 
Marseilles, 100 for Gibraltar, and 28,000 for 
the West Indies. 

Wheat shipments were placed at 
bus, including 208,000 to Liverpool, 
to London, 64,000 to Hull, 375,000 
terdam, and 44,000 to St. Nazaire. 

WHEAT—Prices are very strong. Pre- 
miums have advanced in some cases 100 per 
cent in the past 10 days. The advance has 
been in both American and Canadian wheat. 
Some sales of Canadian were made at over 
$2 at the seaboard. Premiums at the Gulf 
advanced from 7@S8c over Chicago May 
f.o.b. the Gulf to 17@18c¢ over, with not 
much offering at the price. The demand for 
export has been persistent. The British 
Commission was in the market, and the 
buying on three days of the week was placed 
at over 1,000,000 bus a day. More would 
evidently have been done if there had been 
any quantity of wheat offering. Quotations 
at the close: No. 1 northern spring, $2.01; 
No. 2 hard winter, $1.96; No. 1 durum, nom- 
inal; No. 1 northern Manitoba, $2.09; No. 2 
northern Manitoba, $2.07. 


811,000 
120,000 
to Rot- 


CORN—Prices are very firm on spot corn, 
with little or none to be had, Arrivals are 
small, and offerings from the interior are 


extremely limited. The car situation is 


making a -very difficult position. Neutral 
* countries continue to buy a little. Quota- 
tions: new No. 2 yellow corn to arrive is 
quoted at $1.04%, 10 days’ shipment. 
OATS—Spot oats continue very firm, due 
to the railroad situation. Offerings are 
small. Sellers are refusing to offer goods 
excepting buyer will be responsible for de- 
murrage and storage in case of delay. Quo- 


tations, c.i.f. basis: standards, 60@60%c; 
No. 2 white, 604% @61c; No. 3 white, 59% 
@60c; No. 4 white, 59@59%c; ordinary 


white clipped, 61@63c; fancy white clipped, 
63 @65c. 

RYE FLOUR—Trade is 
market firm at $7.25@7.75 
and to arrive. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—Steady at $4.35@ 
4.60 per 100 Ibs. 

CORN MEAL—Steady and quiet, with spot 
goods firmly held owing to the traffic condi- 
tions. Quotations at the close: kiln-dried, 
export, bbl $5.10@5.15; fine yellow, 100’s, 
$2.60@2.70; white, 100’s, $2.60@2.70; coarse, 
100’s, $2.60@2.70; hominy, bbl, $5.60; granu- 
lated yellow, $5.45@5.65 bbl; white granu- 
lated, $5.45@5.65 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $2.80 
@2.90. 

MILLFEED—Somewhat better demand 
has developed, and good bran has improved 
with light trade. City feed is steady. Quo- 
tations for spring bran, per ton, in 100-lb 
sacks, to arrive, $30.50; standard middlings, 
100’s, $31; red dog, $48. City feed: bulk 
bran $29, 100-lb sacks $31.10; heavy feed, in 
bulk $30.50, 100-lb sacks $32.50; flour mid- 
dlings, 100’s, $44; red dog flour, $46, in bbls. 


quiet, and the 
in sacks, spot 





PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Receipts during the week, 10,224 
bbls and 5,118,767 lbs in sacks. Exports, 
2,750 sacks to Liverpool and 500 to Glas- 


gow. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: 

Spring favorite brands ........... $8.75 @9.25 
RASS errr 8.50@8.75 
OU a Are ee eee 8.00@8.25 
City mills— 


Choice and fancy patent 
Regular grades— 


WPOOP PRROME 2 coc cccccge ends 7.75 @8.00 
Wetter DERMIS ts vewissesveoa 7.25@7.50 
WemeOe BOWE GHOGP 2 occ ccdecses 7.00@7.25 
WEE URE 2SN cece ep ecaeeartse 7.75 @8.00 
WEP UMIENE «Davie c 0% 0 caivdes do's 7.25 @7.50 
Weer TIME GORE nos cnc Kiseccsres 7.00 @7.25 
Kansas patent, cotton sacks...... 8.40@8.65 
Kansas straight, cotton sacks..... 8.15 @8.40 


Kansas first clear, cotton sacks... 7.60@7.85 
MILLFEED—Dull, and spot spring bran 


declined 50c ton. Feed to arrive steadily 
held. Quotations, per ton: 
Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$.....@33.50 
Western to arrive, in bulk...... 30.00 @31.00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 


31.00 @31.50 
29.50@30.00 


Spot 

To arrive, all-rail ............ 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

FR, BOGRD vvcsc cc ceecctctdivese 
Standard middlings, to 

100-lb sacks ............,.... 30.50@31.50 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 46.00@47.00 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 30.50@31.50 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 32.00@33.00 

WHEAT—In good demand, and prices ad- 
vanced lic. Offerings light. Receipts, 413,- 
525 bus; exports, 136,000; stock, 1,980,125. 
Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 
ee ES bcos e<vebueccayar $1.78 @1.81 


37.00 @38.00 


Pe, 2 BOUCMGER TOE oie cet eicwidse 1.76@1.79 
Btenmne? NG. SFO oi cicccereeds 1.74@1.77 
WO, DB UO Kedececes deci cepewsees 1.74@1.77 
WRUONOE & ecvcwoccscevctibusadteie 1.70@1.73 
PRGSOOORE. BR ac weiss oe Bese custees 1.66 @1.69 

RYE—Dull and 2c lower. Quotations: No. 





2 western in export elevator, $1.40¢@1.45 bu. 
Small lots of near-by rye, in bags, $1@1.20. 

RYE FLOUR—In small supply, and steady 
but quiet. Quotations: $7@7.50 per 196 lbs, 
either in wood or sacks. 

CORN—Supplies small, and market firm 
and ic higher, but demand only moderate. 
Receipts, 57,010 bus; stock, 9,873. Closing 
prices, per bu: - 


CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


BD. g SER ET CU CER CRT Tere $1.05 @1.06 
MS EE 00 bb 0.03 040 b443 6540008 1.04@1.05 
ee a rere rere 1.02 @1.03 
Bee ae ET hon 6 6d bc Bs 00-06 wh bey Uda 1.00@1.01 
DOCCROT  POIIOW 6 os. dad.c vecicsincss -99@1.02 


CORN PRODUCTS—Quiet and without im- 
portant change. Quotations: 100-1b 
Bbls sacks 

Kiln-dried yellow meal.$5.60@5.65 $2.70 @2.75 


Granulated yellow meal 5.80@5.90 2.80@2.85 
Granulated white meal. 5.60@5.65 2.65@2.70 
Yellow table meal 5.55@5.65 2.70@2.7 
White table meal ..... 5.45@5.50 2.65@2.70 
White corn flour....... 5.70@5.75 2.75@2.85 
Yellow corn flour ..... 5.50@5.60 2.65@2.70 
Pearl hominy ......... 5.90@6.00 2.75 @2.80 
Hominy and grits, case 2.00@2.10 ....@.... 


OATS—Trade quiet, but 
and. prices advanced ‘ec. 


offerings 1 
Receipts, 21 


bus; stock, 749,428. Quotations: 
eS ORR ea ere 60 @60% 
UM WHEE oh.c-0 vcccies 0% -. 69 - @59% 
Pe, ED Sid ee thane teds BENS 58 @58% 
OT ke RC ye eee oe 56% @57% 
Gee GING perce tee secu eeeen 53% @54% 
OATMEAL—Scarce and a shade firmer 
Quotations: ground, per 200 Ibs, wood, 
$7.59%; patent, cut, per 200 Ibs, wood, 
$7.59% @8.75; rolled, steam and kiln-dried, 





per 180 lbs, in wood, $6.75@7; pearl barley, 
in 100-Ib sacks, $4.55 @6.05. 
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BUFFALO, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 
Spring 


BOGE  WRSOMS! occ ccc tvetcceveceute 
SOPREBRE co vive ccc ccc cdivescdves 
WirGS. CIGOP 2. cccccccctesesccerine 
Tt ee ee er 
LMS Ceol na cere fo UWee eevee 
TR es Fe pada wre nto 0ey hes ESSE 


Sete WOR, DOS BOE ks ces Ce ceceseces 
Standard middlings, per ton ... és 
Flour middlings, per ton ....... 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ........ 
GQ UE SEE etka hic des cab tere 
Corn meal, coarse, per ton ..........-. 
Corn meal, table, per ton ............ 
Cracked corn, per tom .......-.+eee08 
Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton... 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 lbs, net, wood... 7.50 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 


WHEAT—tThere was a little demand for 
spring and hard winter early in the week, 
but nothing could be done later, dealers not 
being sufficiently interested to ask for a 
limit. No. 1 northern was quoted at 20@ 
22c over Chicago May for round lots in 
store. Winter wheat was wanted, and all 
offerings were taken, the market closing 9c 
higher than last week and strong. No. 2 
white, $1.85; No. 3 white, $1.81; No. 2 red, 
$1.86; No. 3 red, $1.81; No. 2 mixed, $1.84; 
No. 3 mixed, $1.80,—on track, through billed. 

CORN—The prices obtained here were 
about 7c above the market, but receivers 
had so little to offer and millers wanted 
corn so urgently that all sold readily. Sell- 
ers were inclined to ease up a bit at the 
close, which was only 2%c higher than last 
week. No, 2 yellow, $1.06%; No. 3 yellow, 
$1.06%; No. 4 yellow, $1.04%; No. 5 yellow, 
$1.02%; No. 6 yellow, $1.00%,—on track, 
through billed. 

OATS—Only enough arriving on track to 
supply millers, and prices were steady until 
the close, when an advance of 1c was asked. 
Offerings in store were held above buyers’ 
views. Closing: No. 2 white, 58%c; stand- 
ard, 58%c; No. 3 white, 58c; No. 4 white, 
57¢e,—on track, through billed. 

BARLEY—Maltsters were in the market, 
and took about all the offerings in store at 
$1.20@1.25. Nothing here under $1.23 c.i.f. 
in store. The range for rail shipment was 
$1.20@1.30. 

RYE—Dull. No. on 
billed, was offered ~ $1.43.- 
$1.46 was asked. 





track, through 
For shipment, 





DULUTH, DEC. 30 


FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 Ibs, f.o.b. Duluth: 


Dec, 30 1915 
First patent, wood... .$8.80@8.90 $6.05@6.15 
Second patent, wood... 8.70@8.80 5.95@6.05 
Straight, wood ....... 8.60@8.70 5.85@5.95 
First clear, jute....... 7.65@7.90 4.90@5.10 
Second clear, jute..... 5.85@6.10 3.45@3.85 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.20@4.50 2.60@2.70 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 

round lots, per 140 lbs, f.o.b. Duluth: 
Dec. 30 1915 

Medium semolina, jute. i. 10@9. 25 $6.25@6.35 
Patent, jute .......... 80@8.95 5.85@5.95 
Cut-straight, jute..... r. 65@7.80 4.90@5.00 

RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, Dec. 30, were: 
family blend, $7.85; pure white, $8.10; pure 
dark, $7.15; dark blend, $7.15. 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 


By weeks ending on dates given: 
1916 bbls 1915-16 bbis 1914-15 bbis 
Dec. 30.. 9,550 Jan. 1..25,420 Jan. 2..13,200 
Dec. 23..11,720 Deg. 24..31,190 Dec. 26..18,130 
Dec. 16..13,375 Dec. 18..27,700 Dec. 19..10,025 
Dec. 9..41,920 Dec. 11..39,080 Dec. 12..14,375 


Foreign ‘flour shipments for weeks named: 


1916 bbis 1915-16 bbls 1914-15  bbis 
Dee. 6. «6s. Jam Bis es TOR BG... £36 
Dec. 23.. Dec. 24.. Dec. 26.. 4,200 
Dec. 16.. . Dec. 18.. Dec. 19.. 2,855 
Dec. 9.. 5,820 Dec. 11.. Dec. 12.. es 


WHEAT—Closing week of year witnessed 
a decidéd change, traders arraying them- 
selves on the bull side, with bullish senti- 
ment predominating. Prices held to within 
a fraction of top figures. Durum showed a 
net gain of 5% @T7%c and spring 6% @7%c 
over Dec. 23. Liberal export sales were re- 
ported from the seaboard, but were not con- 
firmed. Indications of heavy clearances for 
Europe and evening up over the holiday en- 
couraged the bullishly inclined, It was inti- 
mated that Europe owned most of the stocks 
in the .East. December wheat appeared 
full liquidated. Improvement in the rail- 
road situation was expected to allow re- 
sumption of shipments east.. Some roads 
announced partial lifting of embargoes, ef- 
fective’in a few days. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 
Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 


_ cents, per bu, spot,-December and May: 


c— Spot durum———, 
N 


Dec. No. 1 0. 2 Dec. May 
oe a eo OM ssics «tate } Neesd “etgbhe Kaden 
| gttmeleit. chat tee Bee tT ee eee 


26... 175% @177% istig Oi78% 175% 177% 
27... 180% @182% 172% @177% 182% 182% 
28... 180% @182% 172% @177% 182 182% 
29... 178% @180% 1705 @175% 180% 180% 
30... 181% @183% 173% @181% 179% 183% 
*Holiday. 
Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents: 
No. 2 nor 
Fy 


26.. 173% @174% 1644 @169% 144% @164% 
27.. 177% @178% 168% @173% 148% @168\% 
28.. 177% @178% 168% @173% 148% @168% 
29.. 175% @176% 166% @171% 146% @166% 


, 30.. 178% @179% 169% @174% 149% @169% 


*Holiday. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents per bu: 


Oats Rye 

No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
eS eee | ae sa glk or ool ses 
SS eon eS Rae: lemme) 5eh 
Dec, 26 .... 47% @47% --.@130 70@108 
Dec. 27 .... 47% @48% 130@131 70@108 
Dec. 28 .... 47% @48% 131@132 70@108 
Dec. 29 .... 47% @47% ..@131 70@108 
Dec. 30 .... 47% @48% -@132 81@113 

*Holiday. 


Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 
Dec. 30 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 


7-——Domestic——, ——-Bonded—_, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 


oo eer 1,247 356 1,822 62 36 27 
Rye ....... 193. 55 ae ese ode 
Barley .... 231 959 501 42 111 31 
Flaxseed ..1,126 994 208 45 s 24 
COFM wocces mee 488 eee wae jew 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 


Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (Dec. 30), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 


7——Receipts——, -——Shipments—, 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 





Spring 132 1,519 194 29 138 47 
Durum .... 149 735 133 a 3 53 
Winter .... 132 334 13 o's 177 soe 
Western... ... 2 ree 
Tot&ls... 413 2,590 340 29 318 100 
Bonded .... 35 =. 205 12 36 26 ees 
Totals 448 2,795 352 65 344 100 
COFM ..c0ces ere &% wes 
GEER oe osase “46 “42 * ae 10 9 3 
Bonded .. 4 Ba ts 2 - Sarre 
IAOO. osiasts< 52 34 50 oe dee 
Barley .... 20, 183 37 16 «6110 aoe 
Bonded .. 7 arr 1 = Tr Rae 
Flaxseed .. 113 152 71 3 28 57 
Bonded .. 4 8 ‘io aa sue 4 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, Dec. 30 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 

r~Wheat stocks—, -———grade—— 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 



































bus bus bus cars cars cars 
1 hard .... 83 166 108 4 wee 
1 northern, 704 1,519 2,731 12 362 31 
2 northern. 647 763 2,588 7 307 47 
MG. 8 ose 487 105 1,061 12 178 37 
ee ae ose 42 36 21 89 21 
Rejected .. ... Pe oe ces 9 3 
Beemee OF... ose as am 6 ce eee 
No-grade... ... 5 ees ide 24 as © 
Sample gr.. ... ese oes 8 8 8 
Spl. bin....2,402 2,440 1,457 . ‘ 
Totals....4,273 5,039 7,980 70 #981 147 
Macaroni .. 566 2,535 500 39 «6386 )6=6—106 
S’western.. 517 549 828 49 203 11 
Western .- ... 3 4 2 51 2 
Mixed ..... see Jes Per 48 194 21 
Totals... .5, se 8,126 9,312 208 1,815 287 
Bonded ... 92 383 74 18 16 12 
Totals....6,282 8,509 9,386 226 1,831 299 
Afloat ..... coos. 607 es aed 
Totals....6,282 9,016 9,386 226 1,831 299 


FLAXSEED—Prices were irregular; De- 
cember showed most strength, and gained 
2c on May. December expired without ex- 
citement, closing 2c higher than on Dec. 22. 
May was unchanged. Apparently a few 
small shorts covered, causing the strength in 
December. Nothing particularly new devel- 
oped in general situation. Operators, im- 
pressed with dullness in oil, are disinclined 
to go into new deals, and only necessary 
business was filled. Staying out of market 
narrowed trading and price action. Turns 
on either -side lacked vigor and produced a 
steadying effect on whole market. Receipts 
here were light, as elsewhere. Elevator 
stocks are accumulating moderately. Little 
or no shipping can be done, owing to car 
shortage. 





BALTIMORE, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 


Spring patent, special brands..... $9.05 @9.25 
DEE POUINE ob vescceosdicrvececees 8.80@9.00 
og | eer 8.50 @8.70 
oy. ES eee er 7.80@8.05 
Spring second clear .............. 7.15 @7.65 
Winter patent, special stencils.... 8.55@8.65 
WEE NONE cc cee cencseceennves 8.40@8.50 
WEEMEOE GENES ccccceccciicevers ~7.85@8.15 
Winter first clear ............005. 7.45 @7.75 
Hard winter patent .............. 9.00@9.25 
Hard winter straight ............ 8.75 @8.90 
Hard winter first clear ........... 7.90@8.15 


Rye flour, pure and blended../’... 6.95@7.70 

MILLFEED—Generally higher and in bet- 
ter demand. Quotatiéns, in 100-lb sacks, 
per ton: spring bran, $30@31; spring mid- 
dlings, $31@31.50; soft winter bran, $32@ 
32.50; soft winter middlings, $33@34. 

WHEAT—Advanced 9%c, with movement 
light but demand good. Receipts, 989,585 
bus; exports, 276,351; stock, 2,386,124. Clos- 
ing prices: No. 2 red, spot, January and 
February, $1.84%; No. 2 red western, 5c 
higher for same deliveries. 

CORN—Up 2%c, with demand and move- 
ment improving. Receipts, 444,747 bus; ex- 
ports, 92,796; stock, 410,910. Closing prices: 
spot and January, $1.04; No. 3 track yellow, 
$1.04; choice near-by yellow cob, $4.45 @4.50. 

OATS—Gained 2c, with movement and de- 
mand small. Receipts, 247,258 bus; exports, 
399,064; stock, 676,231. Closing prices: 
standard white, 6ic; No. 3 white, 60c, 

RYE—Improved 1@2c, with demand and 
movement increasing. Receipts, 231,263 bus; 
exports, 476,776; stock, 372,885. Closing quo- 
tation of No. 2 western for export, $1.46@ 
1.47. 


BOSTON, DEC. 30 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent...... $9.60 @10.00 
Spring, Minneapolis baba tars oes 9.30@ 9.40 
DOOR, GOUMUET. 6 io cc é.o.5d vies ccses 8.70@ 9.15 
Spring first clear, in cotton...... 7.25@ 8.10 
Kansas patent, standard, sacks.. 8.10@ 8.90 
Kansas cut-straights, sacks ..... 7.60@ 7.80 
8 PES ee 8.25@ 8.90 
WEEE WEENIE 6 din bcc s eueeses 8.00@ 8.50 
West BI GIGRE on ccc ccessewes 7.85@ 8.30 


MILLFEED—Demand for all kinds of 
wheat feeds is quiet, with prices tending 
lower. Buyers are only meeting pressing 
needs, as retail dealers are stocked for im- 
mediate needs. The greatest weakness 
shown is in bran and middlings. Mixed 
feed and red dog have not declined in pro- 
portion to the rest of the list. Corn gluten 
feed, cottonseed meal, linseed meal, and 
hominy and stock feed have declined -to 
some extent, demand ruling slow for all 
except corn gluten, which is selling rather 
freely. Quotations, mill shipment, in 100- 
Ib sacks, per ton: spring bran, $30; winter 
bran, $30.50; middlings, $31@36; mixed feed, 
$35@39; red dog, in 140-lb sacks, $47; oat 
hulls, reground, $23.50; gluten feed, $39.75; 
hominy feed, $42.90; stock feed, $40.35; cot- 
tonseed meal, $43.50@46.50; linseed meal, 
$50; alfalfa meal, choice, $31.50. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—Good demand for 
corn meal, with the market held higher. 
Oatmeal dull and lower. Rye flour quiet. 
Graham fiour in fair demand. Quotations, 
mill shipment, in wood: granulated corn 
meal, $5.85; bolted, $5.80; feeding, in 100-lb 
bags, $2.10@2.12; cracked corn, in 100-lb 
bags, $2.14@2.16; rolled oatmeal, $6.90; cut 
and ground, $7.59; rye flour, in sacks, $7@ 
7.65; graham flour, $7.25@8.20. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 


-~Receipts—, -—Stocks——, 

1916 1915 . 1916 1915 

Flour, bbis.. 45,133 96,862 ...... «e+e-. 
Wheat, bus.. 86,189 827,674 382, ns 1,247,840 
Corn, bus... .‘ 14,667 3,625 225,682 .....: 
Oats, bus.... 99,622 105,462 1,007, 608 147,694 
Rye, bus’.... 33,168 17,398 164,299 38,376 
Barley, bus.. 1,458 41,129 10,248 165,440 
Millfeed, tons. 62 De. > bba:00~  eeeresp 
Corn meal, bbls 621 . , Ee Gare Ce 
Oatmeal, cases DE Sesawee. . we ebee s 
Oatmeal, scks. OS ee ch ae 

WEEK’S EXPORTS 

-—F lour—, Corn Oats 

To— bbls sacks bus bus - 
Liverpool f+. watad< 114,740 7,648 
RE Nadie sas  sivtes « “edewes 2,257 


See BO veces. “Rtsiss  ivigvine 








Totals .... 50 114,740 9,905 
Tots., 1916.14,073 1,527,376 18,767,884 1,928,319 





MINNEAPOLIS, JAN, 2 


Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 


Jan, 2 Year ago 
Stand. patent, wood. ..$8.90@9.25 $6.30@6.60 
Second patent, wood... 8.75@9.10 6.10@6.40 
Fancy clear, jute...... 7.40@7.75 5.00@5.40 
First clear, jute....... 7.25@7.70 4.60@5.00 
Second clear, jute..... 6.00@6.50 2.70@3.60 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.20@4.30 2.50@2.60 


Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and-outside, per 280 Ibs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, today (Jan. 2) were nominally: 


LONDON 
PACOME wn cceccsscecscessveces soe os @ 62s 
. St BO Ctvesete paw ee @57s 
ROYER a ee ‘ ..-@46s 
GLASGOW 
DCAM ccievo canes eReareces 2 66°4% @62s 
WONG MOORE v.0:5 veeCeresgidicoee -@57s 
LIVERPOOL 
EE, Liat ne ees 0S & 05 € URS S ha Od: “600 \08 @62s 
WURDE NSpe ae ce'awddeteadsc eure.ce @57s 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam. 

Durum flour quotations f.o.b. 
today (Jan. 2), in jute, were: 


Minneapolis 


Medium semniolina ............... $8.85 @9.35 
ES atabh at Seve A ociu'd.cceews os 8.75 @9.25 
CAN wWast ss ohhh issebb tok cases 6.00@6.85 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 
FOR. Corse cavers 408,665 356,705 312,560 
1916 1915 1914 1913 
Dec. 30... 187,425 356,150 358,575 356,935 
Dec. 23... 239,790 389,135 224,090 227,545 
Dec, 16... 329,995 465,975 371,685 329,700 


Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 


JOB: Greens Sevcee 27,925 44,220 26,960 
‘i 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Dec. 30.. 14,900 25,820 31,430 24,120 
Dec, 23... 22,105 30,000 31,570 22,590 
Dec, 16... 36,435 76,425 60,970 25,760 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minheapolis 
and Duluth have been; by weeks, tn barrels: 


Week Ca- 

end- No. pac- -—Output—, --Exports— 
ing mills ity 1916 1915 1916 19156 
Nov. 11. 66 55,300 234,440 314,530 3,250 10,325 
Nov. 18. 65 65,300 220,885 317,235 6,425 7,565 
Nov. 26. 66 65,550 216,175 328,935 4,145 9,363 
Dec. 2. 66 565,550 177,555 319,030 7,585 4,760 
Dec. 9. 65 55,050 194,730 303,955 10,080 15,795 
Dec. 16. 64 54,650 194,660 215,485 7,110 8,575 
Dec. 23. 62 51,425 134,680 250,686 10,505 3,040 
Dec. 30. 42 33,400 47,975 135,415 000 000 
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MILLFEED PRICES 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (Jan. 2) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 

Jan, 2 Year ago 

WEG osc ccwecsivis $26.00@22.50 $17.75@18.50 
Stand. middlings.. 26.00@27.50 18.00@18.50 
Flour middlings... 33.00@35.00 22.00@23.00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 37.00@40.50 24.00@25.00 

The Boston basis of prices for milifeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 

Jan. 2 Year ago 
-$31.50@33.00 $23.25 @23.50 
Stand. middlings.. 31.50@33.00 23.75 @24.00 
Flour middlings.. . 38.50@40.50 27.50@28.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 42.50@46.00 29.50@30.50 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibsf........ $36.00 @36.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 lbst... 36.50@37.00 
No, 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbst... 37.00@37.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ilbst... 37.00@37.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, 100-ib sacks 26.00 @ 27.00 


Standard bran.. 





Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. oc @ 4.60 
Corn meal, white*® ............. 4.60@ 4.70 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 7.40@ 7.50 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 6.90@ 7.00 
Rye flour, pure dark'German*... 6.40@ 6.50 
Graham, standard, bbl* ........ 7.50@ 7.60 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 6.30@ 6.40 
Mill screenings, per ton ........ 14.00@18.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 18.00@22.00 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 25.00@30.00 


Recleaned buckwheat screenings 32.00@40.00 


Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 25.00 @28.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 19.00 @23.00 
Oil cake, 2,000 Ibs ........02005 


Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sackst 

*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cot 

tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 

tIn sacks, 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


Jan, 2.—Since a week ago, wheat in the 
Minneapolis market has made a net gain of 
8@14c. Cash wheat advanced most. Bull- 
ish sentiment was cumulative, and it took 
today’s news of improbable peace to give 
the market an 8c jump. While considerable 
export business is reported, the feeling pre- 
vails that sentiment was a big factor in the 
advance. 

High and low points for the week were: 
May, $1.87% and $1.73%; July, $1.79% and 
$1.68 %, 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Dec, 26, at the close today, No. 1 north- 
ern wheat was 13%c higher; No. 2 northern, 
13% @14%c higher; May, 10%c higher; July, 
8%c higher. 

Cash wheat is in brisk demand at Min- 
neapolis. The decreasing receipts are caus- 
ing local mills to be less critical and dis- 
criminative. The percentage of choice wheat 
in current arrivals is small. This condition 
is reflected in the improved demand for 
lower grades. The better offerings of No. 
3 and No. 4 wheat are bringing fully 4@5c 
bu more than was bid a week ago. Pre- 
miums on No. 1 and No. 2 are 2@3c higher 
for the week. 

Choice 60-lb blue-stem is selling at 15@ 
12c under May, and 48-lb at 20@17c under. 

Terminal companies report limited de- 
mand for elevator wheat, due to extreme 
difficulty in loading out. Some elevator 
wheat, sold weeks ago, is still unshipped. 

No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 
2@6c over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, May 
price to 2c over; No. 2 northern, 2c under 
to 2c over May; No. 3 northern, 12@2c under 
May; No. 4 wheat, 30@8c under May. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 
northern wheat: 

Dec. No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 
26.. 171% @177% 166% @172% 159% @169% 
27.. 175% @181% 171% @176% 168% @173% 
28.. 175% @181% 171% @176% 163% @173% 
29.. 174% @180% 170% @176% 161% @172% 
30.. 177% @183% 173% @179% 164% @175% 
Jan. 

BO... ewspe @ @ 

2... 185% @191% 180% @187% 170% @183% 
4t.. 121% @123% 117% @119% 111% @115% 
5t.. 181% @135% 128% @133% 125% @131% 

*Holiday. 1916. 41915. 

Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 


Dec. No.4 8.G. N.G. Dec. No.4 8.G. N.G. 
af 148 5% 126% 140% 30...160% 131% 112 
11152% 126% ..... BT Ceesee be one Sees s 
39. o3BG 180 ~ civeon 163% 145% ..... 
*January. tHoliday. 


Closing prices of December, May and July 
wheat: 
_ Dec. May July Dec. Dec. May July 
--175% 178% 172% 30...175% 179% 172 
28. -175% 178% 171% 1*t. meWObns #6sn0 anes 
-173% 176% 169% 2*........ 185% 177% 
yi, tHoliday. 


DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Dec. No.1 No.2 No.3* Dec. 
27...184% 178% 168% 30.. 
28...185 178% 1t 
29...183% 177% 173% 2t.. 

*Average of closing prices. 
tHoliday. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


No. 1 No, 2 No. 3* 
.186% 180% ..... 


.194% 188% 185% 
tJanuary. 


Saturday were: Jan. 1 

Dec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 
Wheat, bus .:... 1,478,400 1,690,800 4,271,300 
Flour, bbis ...... 8,861 14,140 29,470 
Milistuff, tons .. 1,169 1,651 2,182 
Corn, bus ....... 326,190 326,300 161,570 
Oats, bus ....... 263,130 231,680 919,800 
Barley, bus ..... 280,800 295,680 857,020 
RG, BOS scsccace 53,040 117,720 146,300 
Flaxseed, bus ... 180,120 196,900 160,080 





42 
Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 
ending Saturday were: Jan. 1 
Dec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 505,780 428,340 1,221,300 
Flour, bbis ...... 199,863 244,510 343,078 
Millstuff, tons ... 6,851 8,560 11,825 
Cors, "Dus ....... 225,720 212,400 79,120 
Oats, bus ......: 334,080 366,730 985,890 
Barley, bus ..... 356,420 403,100 1,087,800 
Rye, bus ..... e.. 152,520 162,840 88,800 


Flaxseed, bus 21,000 29,500 52,460 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 


follows, with comparisons: Jan.1 Jan. 2 
ec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 




















No. 1 hard ..... 29 26 155 
No. 1 northern.. 91 93 1,340 234 
No. 2 northern.. 38 41 879 264 
NWO, B on ccccccce 71 85 523 302 
BUG. 6 cncss sivove 224 244 262 261 
Rejected ....... ies 47 42 
No-grade ....... 6 7 75 22 
Sample grade... 143 157 58 es 
Totals, spring. 602 653 3,339 1,115 
Hard winter ... 233 300 322 424 
Macaroni ....... 51 55. 132 67 
Mima ..4cccccss 89 108 223 44 
Western ........ 47 55 37 8 
TORI ..2ccc0. 1,022 1,171 4,053 1,658 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 

Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted): Jan.1 Jan. 2 
Dec. 30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 
No. 1 hard ..... 505 493 630 180 
No. 1 northern. .1,934 1,894 3,617 4,735 
No. 2 northern. .2,417 2,388 2,889 5,485 
Other grades....7,935 7,811 4,710 7,909 





Totals ....... 12,791 12,586 11,846 18,309 
In 1914 ....... 19,050 18,284 ....4 «ceeee 
In 1913 ....... 19,341 17,868 .....  ceoee 
In 1912 ....+0+ 18,160 18,244 ...... sees 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 
Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 


Dec. Corn Oats Rye Barley 
26.. 86 @86% 48% @49% 128@129 77@110 
27.. 87% @88% 49% @49% 129@130 77@110 
28.. 87 @87% 49% @49% 130@131 77@110 
29.. 88 @88% 48% @49% 133@134 79@112 
30.. 88 @88% 49% @50 135@136 81@113 
Jan 


ive A Peer eT, CTC eer @. oe 
St. 78 @80 41%@42 93@ 94 64@ 70 
*Holiday. +1916. 
COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Jan.1 Jan.2 Jan. 3 


a hg Dec. 23 1916 1915 1914 
Corn ... 78 33 592 179 
Oats .. 1,168 7,094 3,406 4,554 8,157 
Barley... . 748 696 534 612 1,215 
Rye .... 628 637 556 246 748 
Flaxseed. 328 288 238 385 210 





Flaxseed and Products 

The export demand for linseed oil cake is 
less active. While a little business is pass- 
ing, it is not in anywhere near as large 
volume as a few weeks ago. Minneapolis 
linseed mills, however, are well situated as 
to orders. Some have sales on their books 
for shipment throughout the spring and 
summer. Oil cake is strong at $42.50 per 
2,000 lbs, f.0.b. Minneapolis. 

A perceptible improvement in domestic in- 
quiry for linseed oil meal is reported, with 
fair sales at $44 ton, car lots, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. 

Raw linseed oil is quoted at 91@92c gal- 
lon, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

* * 

Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 

flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 


-—Mpls—, ——Duluth——_,, 
Track Toarr. Track Dec. May 


Dec. 26....$2.84 2.84 2.85% 2.84 2.89% 

Dec. 27...~ 2.84% 2.84% 2.85% 2.86 2.89% 

Dec. 28.... 2.85% 2.85% 2.86% 2.84% 2.89% 

Dec. 29.... 2.84 2.84 2.85% 2.85 2.89 

Dec, 30.... 2.84% 2.84% 2.86 ~~ 2.89% 

TOM, Bice cecece seess cesses ‘eBece sovvee 
*Holiday. 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

c—Receipts——, ——In store, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Minneapolis 180 160 179 328 238 385 
Duluth..... 117 +160 71 1,171 1,002 232 

Totals.... 297 320 250 1,499 1,240 617 

Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at 
Minneapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to 
Dec, 30, 1916, were, in bus (000’s omitted): 

7~Receipts— --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ... 5,431 3,777 895 575 
Duluth ........ 6,200 3,939 6,076 3,779 


Totals....... 11,631 7,716 6,971 4,354 


Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 

Dec. 30.—For the week, cern was in good 
general demand at Minneapolis. Offerings 
were moderate and were cleaned up daily. 
Closing prices today: No. 3 yellow, 88@88%c 
bu; other grades, 78 @8é6c. 

Local demand for oats was good, and 
prices were a little firmer. Very little ship- 
ping business was done, as shipments were 
hard to make. No. 3 white closed today 
at 49% @50c bu; No. 4 white, 48@49c. 

Rye was fairly active and stronger. Mills 
again were in the market, and took most 
of the light offerings. No. 2 closed at $1.35 
@1.36 bu today. 

Barley was strong, and prices have ad- 
vanced 3@4c bu for the week. Shipping 














demand from Chicago and Milwaukee was 
good, and some barley was sold to go into 
store. 


Closing range today, 81c@§$1.13 bu. 
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Closing Wheat Prices 
Closing prices of December, May, July and 
cash wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 


DECEMBER WHEAT 
Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Mon 
26 27 28 29 30 t1 

Mpls, .....171% 175% 175% 173% 175% ..... 
Duluth -171% 175% 175% 174% 177% ..... 
Chicago ..159 165% 165 161 166%..... 
St. Louis..173% 177% 177% 174% ....6 wees 
Kans. City.168% 173% 173 174 
Winnipeg 174% 175 174% 172% 174 ..... 


MAY WHEAT 
Mpls, .....174% 178% 178% 176% 179% ..... 


Duluth -174% 178% 178% 176% 179% ..... 
Chicago ..168% 173% 172% 170% 174% ..... 
St. Louis..1685% 173 172% 170% 174% .....- 


Kans. City.165% 170% 170% 168% 171% ..... 
Winnipeg 176% 179% 178% 176% 179% ..... 
JULY WHEAT 
Mpls. .....168% 172% 171% 169% 172. ..... 


Duluth ...168% 172% 171% 169% 172 ...... 
Chicago ..138% 141% 138% 138% 141% ..... 
St. Louis. .136% 139% 137% 136% 189% ..... 


Kans. City.134% 138% 136 135% 138  ..... 
CASH WHEAT 


Mpls.*f ...174% 178% 178% 177% 180% ..... 
Duluth*t .173% 177% 177% 175% 179% ..... 
Chicago*t 176% 175% 179% 181% .........- 
St. Louist— 
De SEROe OTT Diees Dawes Kesed wovct 
ea Mere, ei ee A ee eee 


Kans, Cityt— 


2 hard ..175%' 178% 175% 177% ..... ..... 

eB. Oe: Me 2 ee eres 
Milw’kee*t.178 177 178% 177% 183% ..... 
Toledo— 

2 red ...177 181%181%181 184%..... 


Winnip’g* 174% 176 175% 173% 172% ..... 
*No. 1. northern. tAverage of closing 
prices. tHoliday. {No quotation. 





Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, Jan. 2.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks end- 
ing on following dates, were: Jan.1 Jan. 2 


Destination— Dec.30 Dec. 23 1916 1915 
| eS 4,000 24,000 55,843 41,069 
Liverpool ..... 21,000 5,000 25,663 16,691 
CE sce see Se uees 31,000 53,682 25,550 
DEE Nesbhiesevesi aves Weeas 357 714 
PEED. .445N 400%. hele <oavar  Chebs 3,107 
Are BOGO BiOOO nsess cvcvs 
a. ee 21,000 118, 900 173,788 ...... 
oo eee eee 2,000 8,000 ..... 25,000 
GOED bc ceseeess “Secte oes 26,251 9,812 
Rotterdam .. 15,000 15,000 72 18,754 
Christiania .... ..... 4,000 2.0%. ceces 
Copenhagen ... 2,000 4,000 11,426 35,618 
TOOTOR. sicivace SB,.000. .B000 isccu™ ccves 
Norway, Sweden ..... ..... 21,439 25,963 
BRE ev eveksoes, 4060 54,000 7,237 6,143 
CUBE ci cececees 21,000 9,000 14,585 12,275 
NEE b:5.p008 60-6 “90-08% coece seece 2,485 
GER TORINO... .ccces. eters 2,346 cose 


Other W. IL.’s... 27,000 29,000 24,703 7,693 
Cen, America... 





err 11,000 ..... 46,286 
Other S. A..... 8,000 (1,000 2,416 2,828 
Te, We. AMOTICR.. 2cccs. cvccs Co eee 
GORRRIEP coeds recs 121,000 1,857 ..... 
GEES sétoveee Ancct codes 10,083 19,613 

TOES pvttane 154,000 461,000 456,433 298,601 





Tonnage of the Soo Locks 
The following statement, furnished by L. 
C. Sabin, superintendent, shows the business 
passing through the American and Canadian 
Soo canals for two seasons: 








Vessels— 1915 1916 
Number steamers ..... 17,699 21,606 
Number sailing ....... 1,884 2,461 
Number unregistered. . 1,650 1,340 

BOON Sor dsabs odes 21,233 25,407 
Number lockages ..... 13,808 16,190 
*Tonnage—Registered, 

DOE e66s ce cascccsesve 56,399,147 68,824,463 
Tonnage, freight...... 77,290,304 91,888,219 
Number passengers ... 50,336 54,922 
*Coal, hard, tons...... 2,030,730 2,210,219 
*Coal, soft, tons ...... 11,326,328 13,912,900 
to a eee ee 8,436,937 10,239,841 
WROGs, BOD cenccsccued 255,481,558 226,063,315 
Other grain, bus...... 64,786,870 93,189,561 
*Mfd. and pig iron, 

GOD  acdoconetsccdce 211,781 202,194 
Gade, BUD seccccesccsss 699,337 729,840 
*Copper, tons ........ 156,436 126,043 
*Iron ore, tons ....... 45,213,604 63,452,107 
Lumber, 1,000 ft....... 456,451 341,352 
*General mdse., tons.. 1,595,398 1,649,020 


*2,000 Ibs. 

The flour tonnage through the Soo locks 
(Canadian and United States) in 1914 was 
9,715,085 bbis; in 1913, 10,212,667; in 1912, 
9,715,085; im 1911, 7,246,495; im 1910, 7,576,- 
789; in 1909, 7,094,175; in 1908, 5,704,375; in 
1907, 6,524,770. 

The United States Soo Canal was opened 
April 20, and closed Dec. 19, 1916; season, 
244 days. 

The Canadian Canal was opened April 18, 
and closed Dec. 18, 1916; season, 245 days. 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 
The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbis, from Jan. 1, 
1916, to Dec. 23, 1916, with comparisons, in 
bbls (000’s omitted): 
c—Output—, -—Exports— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Minneapolis 17,792 1,342 1,438 
Duluth-Superior 907 1,311 102 134 
65 outside mills 10,966 11,096 194 249 











Totals....... 30,227 30,199 1,638 1,821 
The same mills consumed wheat in this 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 


1916 1915 

POURS... v0.0 Ci ccdecesvecs 82,593 80,064 
Duluth-Superior ............ 4,081 5,899 
65 outside mille ............ 49,347 49,932 
BOOS «vc ccccscccscvservev.ce 136,021 135,895 








OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 





c—————-F rom. 
Phila- 
New  Bos- Balti- del- 
To— York ton more phia 
Aberdeen ........ saGe Se bs coos 82.00 
Amsterdam ..... 4s ooce BUBLOO scene 
Bristol eve 76.00 eke 
Christiania ...... cee 152.00 
Copenhagen ..... aaere «++. 162.00 
ee 60.00 «ees 60.00 eer 
GE idence eiac’ wore s sone -+++ 66.00 
Liverpool ....... 55.00 55.00 60.00 66.00 
DO wei terss 55.00 55.00 57.00 56.00 
Manchester ...... 70.00 70.00 coer 
Marseilles ....... 140.00 
Rotterdam ...... ee 177. 00 


The rates quoted on » sacked flour are oub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, pericd of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause” 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 
All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 Ibs: 





To— To— 
BIGGS acc vccecss 25.1 Philadelphia .... 23.8 
Baltimore ...... 22.8 Philadelphia® ... 21.3 
Baltimore* ..... 20.3 Philadelphiat ... 21.3 
Baltimoret ..... 20.3 Pittsburgh ..... 19.0 
Binghamton .... 22.8 Portland ........ 27.8 
Boston ........- 27.8 Portland* ..... +. 22.3 
BOStOR® oc ccccoce 22.3 Punxsutawney .. 22.8 
Bostonft ........ 23.38 Quebec ......... 32.8 
Buffalo ......... 19.0 Richfield Springs 25.1 
COFMIN® ...scece 22.8 Rochester ...... 22.8 
po ae 22.8 Rockland ....... 27.8 
BOE Nes eccececes 19.0 Schenectady .... 25.1 
Hornell ......... 22.8 Scranton ..... »» 23.8 
TOMAce ..cccccece 22.8 Stanstead ....... 27.8 
Montreal ....... 27.8 Syracuse 22.8 
Mount Morris... 22.8 Troy ....... 26.1 
Newport News*. 20.3 Utica ...... . 24.1 
New York ...... 25.8 Wayland ... + 22.8 
New York* ..... 22.3 Chicago (local). - 10.0 
New Yorkt ....'. 23.3 Wilkes-Barre ... 23.8 
Ogdensburg ..... 27.8 

*Applies on flour for export only. tExport 


shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


Export all-rail rates on flour from Minne- 
apolis, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
Through -—Proportionals to— 


To— : rate Chicago* ae | 
Boston .......+. 22.3 7.6 14.8 
New York ..... 22.3 7.5 14.8 
Philadelphia ... 21.3 7.5 13.8 
Baltimore ..... rg 7.6 12.8 
Norfolk ....... 7.6 12.8 


0.3 
*Minneapolis ‘to Chicago. tFrom Chicago 
east. 


WHEAT RATES FROM CANADA 
Following are rates in cents per 100 Ibs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada 





to Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota 
Transfer: . 

From— From— 
Brandon ......... Portage la Prairie 8 
Moose Jaw .. Broadview ....... 
Medicine Hat Swift Current . 30 
COMOSe cocccrvoces Saskatoon ..... oe 22 
Edmonton ....... OuUtlOol .ccccccese 22 
Winnipeg’ ........ BORGTS voccccecvec 16 
Rapid City ...... COUR ceccccccees 25 
Lethbridge ...... Red Deer ........ 26 
Coronation ....... 





Oats and barley take the same rate as 
wheat, while flaxseed is 1c higher. 


TRANSIT RATES ON WHEAT 

A rate of 50c per 100 Ibs is in effect on 
wheat from interior eastern Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon points to Chicago, milling- 
in-transit privileges at Minneapolis, with no 
penalty. Transit rates from other points 
from which local mills can draw wheat are, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 





c To ~ 
Minneapolis Chicago 
jallatin Valley, Mont...... 30 37% 


Miles City, Mont. ......... 23% 31 

Billings, MOmt, .ncsccccoce 28 35% 
Townsend, Mont. ......... 31 38% 
Glendive, Mont. .......... 21 28% 
Helena, Mont, ..........6. 32 39% 
Kansas City, Mo. ......... 12 19% 
Omaha, "NOB. .cccccceccces 11 18% 


SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 
Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 
100 lbs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to 
the southern points named: 


To— Chicago Mpls 
PUTEEED 6 0i-6 eed scaveere 29.4 39.0 
PEE, Bice cb eee's oo vkts ence 33.4 43.0 
New Orleans ..........000. 17.5 27.5 
pc ET eee 29.4 39.0 
EEE tc bec Vercecorece 29.4 39.0 
DOE Sesccccccssctsdoctecs 29.4 39.0 
PEE SB SSeS ce wvedcebadecss 17.5 27.6 
WED Cenechedcvecctccebwbs 29.4 42.0 
PED obs Voeebens vudetens $1.4 41.0 
WME orc csesecidccecse 29.4 39.0 
BERD os dcdccsccecetervens 32.4 42.0 
ME. 8 ccveeeivecsetsdwes 32.4 42.0 
CRAFIOBOR 2. occ cccccescoses 29.4 39.0 

CHICAGO 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
lake-and-rail, from Chicago to points named, 
in cents per 100 Ibs, are shown herewith: 


Baltimore ..... o 31.7 Bewtem ..ccccees 16.7 
Rochester ...... 13.7 Philadelphia .... 12.7 
MG Edeevecoers 13.7 Pittsburgh ...... 12.7 
Syracuse ........13.7 Albany ..... cove 16.9 
New York ..... - 14.7 
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KANSAS CITY 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, in 
cents per 100 lbs: 


New York ...... 29.5 Scranton ....... 27.5 
jer 31.5 Baltimore ...... 26.5 
Philadelphia .... 27.5 Washington ..... 26.5 
Pittsburgh ...... ,' eS ae: | Pre 19.9 
Albany ......... 28.8 Rochester ....... 26.5 
Syracuse ........ 26. Cleveland ....... 20.9 
Va. com, points.. 26.5 Louisville ....... 17.4 


Inland rates, all-rail, on ftour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named: 


TRNOEE ce wedceses 26.8 Baltimore ...... 24.8 
New York ...... BCS TEMIIERS ccc ccvvce 27.8 
Philadelphia .... 25.8 Portland, Me.... 26.8 
Virginia ports... 23.8 Montreal ....... 25.8 


St. John, N. B... 26.8 

Through foreign rates on flour may be 
arrived at by figuring above rates to At- 
lantic ports in connection with ocean rates 
quoted at the head of this department. 


8ST. LOUIS 
Nomina! rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 lbs, via lake-and-rail, from St. Louis 
or East St. Louis to foreign ports: 


Aberdeen ..... 89.00 Glasgow ...... . 65.00 
Amsterdam ...191.00 Leith ......... 74.00 
Bristol ..... «++» 80.00 Liverpool ...... 65.00 
Christiania ....165.00 London........ 65.00 


Copenhagen ...165.00 Manchester ... 65.00 
Dundee ....... 74.00 Rotterdam 

Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in sacks, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 7 


New York ..... 20.50 Baltimore ..... 17.50 
Boston ........ 22.50 Washington ... 17.50 
Philadelphia ...18.50 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo ..... +++ 14.00 Newport News.. 17.50 
Albany .....4... 19.80 Richmond, Va.. 17.50 
Syracuse ..... - 17.60 Rochester ..... 17.60 
Va. com, points, 17.50 Cleveland ...... 11.90 


Scranton ...... 18.560 Indianapolis ... 8.30 


United States Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bushels (000’s omitted): 




















Dec. 30 

Wheat Corn Oats Rye Brly 
Baltimore .. 2,040 587 936 410 267 
Boston ..... 227 250 808 211 10 
Buffalo ..... 3,926 27 2,549 71 954 
Afloat .... 2,226 ‘oe 3060 200 240 
Chicago .... 4,877 1,757 20,412 274 424 
Afloat .... re -+. 1,484 one see 
Detroit ..... 521 212 282 . = 
Duluth ..... 5,357 eos B96T 106 982 
Galveston ... 2,030 15 eos ose aes 

Indianapolis. 170 339 218 9 
Kansas City. 10,759 381 3,705 me Ss 
Milwaukee... 1,154 56 1,546 143 691 
Minneapolis.. 12,791 77 #7.168 628 748 
New Orleans. 2,711 301 170 eee 128 
Newp. News. 41 eee 727 3 7 
New York... 4,142 620 1,697 186 736 
Omaha ..... 1,263 626 1,544 198 15 
Peoria ...... 15 159 | a ae 
Philadelphia. 1,842 17 405 31 12 
St. Louis.... .1,961 244 787 13 24 
Toledo ...... 1,481 170 502 5 oan 
Totals..... 59,534 5,838 48,823 2,577 4,289 


Dec. 23, 1916 62,040 4,970 50,404 2,378 4,130 
Jan. 1, 1916. 67,311 8,919 21,081 3,003 4,066 
Jan. 2, 1915. 72,861 19,703 32,956 1,448 5,116 
Jan. 3, 1914. 63,743 12,126 26,909 2,226 5,712 

Changes for the week: Decreases—Wheat, 
2,506,000 bus; oats, 1,581,000. Increases— 
Corn, 868,000 bus; rye, 199,000;, barley, 159,- 
00. 





Pending Trade-Marks 

The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office: 

Monster having three heads and two tails; 
No. 87,793. Owner, Shane Bros. & Wilson 
Co., Philadelphia. Used on wheat flour. 

Picture of a top; No. 97,356. Owner, 
South Texas Grain Co., Houston, Texas. 
Used on corn meal, cream meal and grits. 

“Salt o’ the Earth’; No, 98,263. Owner, 
P. Max Kuehnrich, Los Angeles, Cal. Used 
on potato flour, gluten flour, wheat flour, 
rye flour, whole-wheat flour, graham flour, 
bran flour, phosphate flour, and a number 
of other food products. 

“Salt o’ Salts’; No. 98,265. Owner, P. 
Max Kuehnrich, Los Angeles, Cal. Used on 
potato flour, gluten flour, wheat flour, rye 
flour, whole-wheat flour, graham flour, bran 
flour, phosphate flour, and a number of 
other food products. 

“Salt o’ Life’; No. 98,267. Owner, P. 
Max Kuehnrich, Los Angeles, Cal. Used on 
potato flour, gluten flour, wheat flour, rye 
flour, whole-wheat flour, graham flour, bran 
flour, phosphate flour, and a number of 
other food products. 

“Merit”; No. 98,454. 
Crosby Co., Minneapolis. 
wheat and rye flour. 

“A-J,”” and head of a Negro; No. 98,678. 
Owner, Aunt Jemima Mills Co., St. Joseph, 
Mo. Used on corn meal. 


Owner, Washburn- 
Used on blended 





An extension of the French mora- 
torium for three months from Jan. 1 is 
provided in a decree published in the 
Journal Officiel. Announcement is made 
by the minister of commerce that only 
1,340,000,000 frances of a total of 4,480,- 
000,000 francs of paper benefiting from 
the moratorium, which was held by the 
Bank of France in August, 1914, remain 
unpaid. 


This office has received from the White 
Star Line, New York, a desk calendar 
embellished with colored views of modern 
steamships and war vessels of olden days. 
The latter include oldentime frigates 
operating about Ottawa, St. John, Que- 
bec and Halifax. With a tasteful leather 
holder, the calendar is an embellishment 
for any business man’s desk. 
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DUTCH IMPORTERS’ TRIALS 


Letter from Holland Business Man Outlines 
Government Interference with Rights 
of Private Buyers 


The following letter from a Dutch 
friend of The Northwestern Miller, for 
some years retired from active business, 
suggests a possible explanation for some 
of the curious performances of the Neth- 
erlands government in its purchases of 
foreign flour. The Northwestern Miller 
does not vouch for the accuracy of all the 
statements made in this letter, but its 
satirical comments are of interest to all 
who have had dealings with the Dutch 
government since the beginning of the 
war. 

* * 

In August, 1914, when the European 
war broke out, Holland found itself in a 
very critical position as to foodstuffs. 
All exports of grain and flour were imme- 
diately prohibited. 

Between Holland and Germany existed 
the “Rhine contract,” which stipulates that 
goods arrived in Rotterdam of which the 
bills of lading are in German possession 
have to be allowed to pass into Germany. 
Therefore, when the war broke out, Ger- 
man government officials tried to buy bills 
of lading of wheat and flour parcels, al- 
ready shipped to Holland buyers, with 
the intention to claim transit when the 
oods arrived in Rotterdam. 

Most of the flour importers of Holland 
refused to enter these transactions, as 
they were of the opinion that this would 
be a cause of trouble between Holland 
and the allies. In fact, the Holland gov- 
ernment has been forced to rebuy parcels 
of wheat and flour sold to Germans by a 
few Holland importers, so as to avoid 
difficulties with the allies. Of course, the 
Holland treasury has felt the effect. How- 
ever, the Holland government showed no 
ill feeling whatever against the firms 
which had cost it such a large amount of 
expense and trouble. 


“GRINDING” IMPORTED FLOUR 

When the first nervousness had passed, 
a special government department was 
formed to handle the grain and flour 
business. As manager was appointed a 
mining engineer, who apparently did not 
even know the difference between wheat 
and flour. This gentleman, at a meeting 
to consider imports of flour, said that he 
intended “to send all flour imported from 
America to home millers to grind.” Fur- 
thermore, he hastened to place the first 
government orders with a firm which had 
made such arrangements with Germany 
as those already described. From this 
firm he bought big lots of Canadian 
straights at higher prices than other im- 
porters asked for American patents. 

The intention was clear enough: Ameri- 
can flour must not be imported at too low 
prices. As the government officials had 
bought wheat at exorbitantly high prices, 
they had to take care that parcels of flour 
bought cheap before the war, and already 
shipped to several importers, should not 
compete with wheat bought by the gov- 
ernment. These officials had a resolution 
passed that all parcels of flour under way 
to Holland importers should be taken by 
the government at a fixed price of 14fl 
per 100 kilos, and they refused the offer 
of the importers to buy this flour back at 
cost price, that they might distribute it 
after arrival at cost price plus a regular 
margin of profit. 
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In September, 1914, representatives of 
the Holland government opened an office 
in New York, and directly established an 
understanding with grain exporters that 
they would allow the government repre- 
sentatives 1 per cent discount on all pur- 
chases of wheat. Besides this they re- 
ceived also 1 per cent from the govern- 
ment, a commission reduced later to 3 
per cent. 

American wheat exporters had no ob- 
jection to giving 1 per cent discount, as 
the Holland government did not ask for 
grade certificates when buying wheat. In 
Holland our minister has been asked sev- 
eral times for these certificates, but at 
these times he seemed to be deaf, because 
every expert could see that the wheat 
shipped at that time had been bought as 
“no-grade.” 

THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 


To make all this possible, the importa- 
tion of American flour had to be closely 
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regulated, as otherwise it would have 
been clear to everybody that purchases 
of American flour could be made much 
cheaper than those of grain. The Ameri- 
can milling press has very justly criticized 
the way flour was purchased by the Hol- 
land government; but this shows that 
people on your side do not understand 
that Holland is in the happy situation of 
having a government able to see that the 
foodstuffs distributed are not as cheap 
and as good as possible, but that those in 
charge of importing and manufacturing 
make as much money as possible. This is 
why the government has bought American 
flour at times when it was scarce and 
dear. At the same time, it also took care 
to make conditions for millers on your 
side as difficult as it could. 

The result of cutting out all competi- 
tion has been that the shares of Holland 
mills which were quoted in August, 1914, 
on the Stock Exchange at about 70, are 
now around 150, and some mills have been 
able to pay a dividend of 50 per cent. 
At the same time one must not forget that 
it is absolutely impossible for millers to 
make any speculative profit, as the gov- 
ernment delivers the wheat to the mills 
at a fixed price, and also stipulates the 
price at which they have to sell the flour, 
thereby eliminating all market risk for 
the miller, 

You must not think of “corruption” in 
this connection, as happens once in a 
while in America. Our ministers are of 
too high standing. It is the pride of 
Holland that, just as in bygone times at 
Athens, one of the chief archons was a 
poor man when he died, so, when the 
great Dutch statesman Thorbecke died, 
the government had to grant his daugh- 
ters a pension to provide for their wants. 
One may be sure that if our Minister 
Posthuma, who is in charge of our pro- 
vision supply, would die, the entire popu- 
lation of Holland would be glad to pre- 
sent his family with a pension. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE IMPORTERS 

In August, 1914, when ‘a special depart- 
ment for the import of wheat and flour 
was organized, the glorious director found 
it necessary to keep all those importers 
of flour who had not cost our treasury 
any money absolutelv out of contact with 
our minister. Only the board of directors 
of the Netherlands Flour Trade <Asso- 
ciation was asked for information. 

The association was promised that im- 
ported flour should be distributed to job- 
bers and bakers by its members, a very 
logical method indeed.. However, after 
this proposition was made, the adviser of 
our minister (who had also put through 
the appointment of the director of the 
department) telephoned to one of the 
members of the board of directors saying 
that this arrangement could only be car- 
ried out in case the different importers 
declared themselves willing to allow this 
adviser to deal directly with their Ameri- 
can friends. The member of the board 
of directors answered that he would con- 
sult his fellow-members. 

On Oct. 1, 1914, the board of directors 
finally had a meeting with our minister, 
the already mentioned “disinterested” 
director and “the adviser of high stand- 
ing” being also present. However, the 
Netherlands Flour Trade Association had 
made the mistake of appointing as a 
member of the board of directors a man 
who has the bad taste to look at business 
in a business-like manner. This gentle- 


‘man, who had boldly criticized the gov- 


ernment and its advisers in the Holland 
press, told the minister that at this meet- 
ing was present as an official adviser a 
man who had dared to make a proposi- 
tion which no decent person would make 
to an honorable business man. 

“Your Honor,” he said, “everybody de- 
rives the value of his business from the 
relations he ‘has established with buyers 
and sellers. We have in Holland several 


firms which have tried to establish an im-- 


port business in American flour. Those 
who have obtained results had to give 
years of hard work for it, and they will 
not stand it if anybody deprives them of 
their business rights. I want to state here, 
and I say what every honorable business 
man thinks, that it is a shame for your 
adviser to try to take in such a way what 
he could never get from us fairly.” 

Our minister was very much astonished. 
The result of the meeting was that our 
minister stipulated that, in future, flour 
should be bought from the members of 
the Netherlands Flour Trade Association. 


“ 


However, the first tender showed that the 
adviser and his friend were not at all 
pleased. The offers of the members of 
the Netherlands Flour Trade Association, 
which were made “en bloc” according to 
the wish of the minister, were lost in the 
office of the director of the grain depart- 
ment. After a wire had been sent to the 
minister, the members were informed 
that their offers had been put aside “by 
mistake.” The next day about 100,000 
bags were bought from the members of 
the association. 


THE NEW OFFICIALS 


Then Mr. Treub, at that time our min- 
ister, retired from his post, and made 
place for our present minister, “honest 
Posthuma.” The “disinterested” director 
also disappeared a‘short time after, and 
was succeeded by another engineer, a few 
inches taller than his predecessor, but 
known for his cleverness. _We now say 
in Holland “honest as Posthuma” and 
“clever as Stipriaan” (the name of the 
present director of the grain and flour 
department). 

These two gentlemen have made such 
a mess of business that the people have 
called for a committee to investigate the 
grain and flour department. The minister 
has put through the appointment, as sec- 
retary of this committee, of the official 
of the department who had been bearing 
most of the responsibility, and thus we 
may rest assured that his report will be 
both as favorable and as honest as pos- 
sible. 





Dutch Bread Shortage Rumored 

The United States consul at Amster- 
dam reports that rumors have been cur- 
rent recently, that there would be another 
season of compulsory brown bread and 
no white bread in Holland, as there was 
for two months last spring (from April 
24 to June 24), owing to a scarcity of 
wheat flour. Rumors of universal bread 
cards and of restricted consumption of 
bread have also been current. Such 
“rumors are not unreasonable, as they arise 
from the small margin of wheat and flour 
in that country and the possibility, if not 
probability, of that margin being com- 
pletely exhausted by the delay or loss of 
wheat-laden steamers. 

The uncertain situation has at any rate 
increased the price of breadstuffs. To 
meet this a small advance in the price of 
a loaf of bread is now authorized by the 
city government of Amsterdam, which is 
prescribing maximum prices for many 
food articles. The price of white bread 
may now be the equivalent of 6 and 7 
American cents per lb for water and milk 
bread, respectively, delivered at one’s 
house. 

The price of “government bread” 
(brown, whole-wheat flour) remains un- 
changed at 24 American cents per lb, if 
a bread card furnished by the Amster- 
dam municipality is produced, otherwise 
a higher price may be charged. The ob- 
ject of this brown-bread card is to guar- 
antee a known fixed price for the benefit 
of the poorer classes. No cards are pro- 
vided for the white bread. 





Panama Canal Traffic 

The Panama Canal Record states that 
during November 148 vessels of 436,204 
net tons (canal measurement) passed 
through the Panama Canal, 72 of them 
(net tonnage 220,806) in transit from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean and 76 (net 
tonnage 215,398) from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic. They carried 519,043 tons of 
cargo (198,718 from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, 320,325 from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic). 

The tolls earned during the month 
totaled $420,113. Of this amount $2092,- 
760 was from ships passing from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific Ocean, and $217,353 
from ships passing from the Pacific to 
the Atlantic. 

With respect to nationality, 64 of the 
ships were of British registry, 33 United 
States, 11 Norwegian, 9 Chilean, 8 Dutch, 
8 Peruvian, 4 Spanish, 3 Costa Rican, 2 
each under the Japanese, Danish and 
Swedish flags, and 1 each under the Mexi- 
can and Cuban. 


The Industrial Appliance Co., of Chi- 
cago, has issued an attractively illustrat- 
ed brochure, descriptive of the advance 
in milling and the maturing and improv- 
ing of flour. 
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COOPERS’ CHIPS 


For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 6 
cars; heading, 1; total cars, 7. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
8,570 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 50,000 patent hoops and 21,- 
200 wire hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


a Sales——____,, 
1916 1915 1914 1913 1916 
23,335 


Dec. 30. *8,570 12,370 25,995. 9,560 
Dec. 23. 8,700 23,645 14,755° 17,095 18,425 
Dec. 16. 11,915 27,260 17,690 25,895 24,985 
Dec. 9.. 28,190 22,270 19,605 21,665 26,955 
Dec. 2.. 19,900 23,690 12,135 27,470 18,410 
Nov. 25. 21,385 32,635 21,985 26,220 24,765 
Nov. 18. 34,865 33,370 21,425 29,760 29,455 
Nov. 11. 25,905 25,310 19,170 29,145 21,215 
Nov. 4. 24,670 23,550 20,525 34,570 19,590 


*These figures include 330 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 
Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 
Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.00@10.50 
M 


GUM Staves, M nn cccccccccccces 9.26@ 9.60 
Basswood heading, set ........ 7%@ T%c 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set... 7 @7%c 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M.......... 10.75 @11.25 
Patent hoops, 5% ft., M........ 10.50@10.75 
Birch staves, M ......seeeseees 9.25@ 9.75 
Beech staves, M swccccccccccces 9.25@ 9.75 
BEIGMOTT. DEORE, BE cccccccccccce 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ...... -30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... -40@ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 


No. -—Barrels—, No. 1915 

shops’ sold made shops sold 
Dec. 80.... 3 885 1,240 7,540 
Dec. 23.... 4 2,340 2,460 5 6,300 
Dee, 36.... 4 2,055 1,715 5 6,115 
Dec, 9..... 4 2,425 2,225 5 7,395 
Bee. 8... 4 2,615 1,445 3 1,835 
Nov. 25.... 5 1,960 2,690 3 1,535 
Nov. 18.... 5 4,315 3,860 5 8,230 
Nov. 11.... 4 2,380 3,440 5 9,155 
Nov. 4.... 6 3,665 3,915 5 3,860 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, Red Wing and Shakopee. 
CALENDAR YEAR BARREL SALES 


The subjoined table shows the flour barrel 
sales by Minneapolis shops on the present 
calendar year, with comparisons: 





1916 1915 1914 1913 

January... 105,825 88,540 99,855 118,650 
February.. 70,985 91,050 80,825 89,065 
March..... 70,380 61,695 109,910 109,105 
APC... oc 0% 64,090 45,755 93,505 99,000 
) See ,630 48,905 83,780 121,190 
SUNG. crces 59,230 58,375 108,880 87,485 
SRIF. cc ccce 66,635 41,620 87,400 100,945 
August.... 99,980 40,735 163,420 113,610 
September, 95,115 88,010 139,890 144,320 
October... 80,390 130,415 95,760 150,665 
November. 111,865 122,660 85,130 124,210 
December. 64,010 112,305 70,415 105,120 
Year.... 940,135 930,065 1,218,770 1,363,365 





World Wheat Crop 


The International Institute of Agricul- 
ture at Rome estimates the Argentine 
wheat crop as 70,000,000 bus, which is 
one-half of that of last year. The Aus- 
tralian wheat crop is estimated at 135,- 
000,000 bus, or 4 per cent more than the 
average. 

The world’s wheat crop of the most 
important 18 countries is given at 2,500,- 
000,000 bus, or 25 per cent short of last 
year. 


World’s Wheat Crop by Years 
The Department of Agriculture has com- 
piled the following statement of the world’s 
wheat crop for a series of years (000,000’s 
omitted), in bushels: 





Year Bus Year Bus Year Bus 
1891..... 2,482 1900..... 2,641 1908..... 3,183 
1892..... 2,482 1901..... 2,956 1909..... 8,583 
1893..... 2,659 1902..... 3,090 1910..... 3,675 
1894..... 2,661 1903..... $3,190 1911..... 3,646 
1896. «2.5 2,593 1904.. 164 1912..... 3,792 
1896..... 2,506 1905. 27 1913..... 4,127 
1897..... 2,236 1906..... $3,434 1914..... 3,619 
1898..... 2,948 1907..... 8,134 1915..... 4,217 
1899..... 2,784 





Shanghai’s New Flour Mill 


According to a United States consular 
report, operations were begun recently in 
Shanghai by a new flour mill, built en- 
tirely with Chinese capital, the machinery 
fot which was purchased in the United 
States. It is known as a 1,000-bbl mill, 
but has been able to turn out about 1,400 
bbls a day of a quality not equal to 
American flour. The total investment in 
machinery is 175,000 taels, or about 
$130,000, 

The flour-milling industry in China has 
expanded : considerably in recent years, 
and, assisted by war-time freights, has 
already affected the import trade. The 
market for machinery in connection with 
this industry is likely to be important. 
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If there was any change in the volume 
of business done by mills last week, it was 
a further curtailment. Business was light 
last month in comparison with October 
and November, and a good many mills 
put forth special efforts to induce buyers 
to take flour. Demand was quiet so far 
as actual sales were concerned, but most 
millers reported a better inquiry and every 
indication of an improvement. 

There was little change in prices, but 
quotations still show a wide range. From 
reports received regarding conditions in 
the South, the car shortage is becoming 
very keen ‘and mills find it practically im- 
possible to make sales. Buying was also 
affected by the holidays, and most inquiry 
and correspondence was relative to Janu- 
ary business. 

There were a fair number of cables re- 
ceived, and numerous sales were made to 
the West Indies and to Baltic ports. 
Central America also bought some fair- 
sized lots but, due to the high ocean rates 
and the practical impossibility of secur- 
ing options on ocean room, mills did little 
or no business with the United Kingdom. 

Local demand and sales were confined 
to urgent needs of a few buyers. With 
jobbers and large bakers well supplied 
for two or three weeks, business will be 
largely confined to the smaller trade. 

Nominal quotations at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $7.75@8.25; straight, 
$7.60@7.80; first clear, $6.50@7; second 
clear, $6. 10@6. 40; low-grade, $5.80@6,— 
jute. Soft winter fancy patent, $8.20@ 
8.50; second patent, $7.60@7.90; extra 
fancy, $7.30@7.50; second clear, ’$6.60@ 
7; low-grade, $5.50@6.20,—jute or cot- 
ton. Pacific Coast soft wheat fancy pat- 
ent, $8@8.50; straight, $7.60; cut-off, 
$7.30@7.70,—jute. Spring wheat patent, 
$8.30@8.50; first clear, $7.20@7.60,—jute. 
Rye, $7.80; dark, $7.50,—jute. 

“Millfeed was quiet. Bran was in bet- 
ter demand and some. round lots were 
sold for deferred shipment. Middlings 
were dull, and offerings freer. 


THE YEAR’S MILLING ACTIVITY 


Last year was a most profitable one for 
mills in this territory. .A good volume of 
business was done at satisfactory prices, 
and many mills throughout Missouri and 
southern Illinois were fortunate in buy- 
ing —- of wheat when prices were 
fairly lo In this way they had oppor- 
tunities to realize good profits, as buyers 
at the beginning of the crop anticipated 
lower prices and refrained from making 
purchases, and when they were forced 
into the market; prices had advanced con- 
siderably, thus enabling millers to benefit 
by early purchases. They had little diffi- 
culty-in securing shipping directions, and 
in many cases they accompanied orders. 

Due to the erratic course of the wheat 
market, millers quoting prices generally 
figured a good margin to protect them- 
selves against any violent fluctuations. 
Exporting millers and jobbers had an ex- 
ceedingly prosperous year, as competition 
for this class of business was not as great 
as during normal times. 

Flour jobbers, with few exceptions, did 
not hold heavy stocks, but bought from 
hand to mouth to supply their customers, 
and were compelled to pay the advance 
asked by millers. 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 


Rains have dissipated all the snow, 
and nothing remains to protect the grow- 
ing crop should any severe frost set in. 
However, so far no damage has been 
done ‘and the plant throughout Missouri 
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and southern Illinois is in splendid con- 
dition. ; 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: Appears to be in very good con- 
dition...Good...Have had a hard rain 
on frozen ground... Excellent...No snow 
covering now; weather too cold without 
protection...Growing wheat crop satis- 
factory. . Fair, but in dangerous condi- 
tion should we have zero weather. ..Snow 
dissipated; crop looks fair. 

Mills included in the above reports are: 

Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 

Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, IIl. 

Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 

Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo. 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, IIl. 

Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O'Fallon, Ill. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, for 
the week ending Dec. 30 was 29,000, rep- 
resenting 71 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 33,200, or 81 per cent, the 
previous week, 28,600, or 70 per cent, a 
year ago, and 30,200, or 74 per cent, in 
1914, 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 60,300 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 37,500, repre- 
senting 62 per cent of capacity, compared 
with 45,000, or 75 per cent, the previous 
week, 37,400, or 62 per cent, a year ago, 
and 39,200, or 65 per cent, in 1914. 


* 
MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE OFFICERS 


The annual election of officers. of the 
St. Louis Merchants’ Exchange will take 
place Jan. 3. Nominations as follows 
were made Dec. 27: John O. Ballard, of 
the Ballard-Messmore Grain Co., presi- 
dent; Edward C. Andrews, of the Kehlor 
Flour Mills Co., first vice-president; 
Charles L. Neimeier, of the Schultz- 
Neimeier Commission Co., second vice- 
president. Out of seven candidates for 
four directors, A. V. Imbs, of the J. F. 
Imbs Milling Co., representing the mill- 
ing interest of the exchange, received the 
largest number of votes, 267. Other di- 
rectors nominated were E, C. Dreyer, of 
the Dreyer Commission Co., Trave El- 
more, of the Elmore-Schultz Grain Co., 
and Alexander Harsh, of Alex. C. Harsh 
& Co. 

The nomination at the annual caucus 
is equivalent to election, as there seldom 
is an opposition caucus held. In accord- 
ance with the custom for many years, the 
retiring president, Jacob Schreiner, was 
nominated for the board of directors by 
acclamation. 

NOTES 

The Werthan Bag Co., St. Louis, will 
hold the annual round-up of its selling 
force Jan. 4. 

C. W. Betty & Co., flour brokers in 
this-market, hereafter will be known as 


Chas. W. Betty. 
The total deliveries for the month on 
December contract were 135,000 bus 


wheat, 105,000 bus corn and 30,000 bus 
oats. 

A. H. Hankerson, of A. H. Hankerson 
& Co., exporters, Seattle, Wash., was in 
St. Louis last week on his way home from 
eastern and southern markets. 

J. W. Griffin, who has represented the 
Bartlett Frazier Co., Chicago, for 12 
months, now represents Hulburd, Warren 
& Chandler, Chicago, in this market, and 
A. C. Petri, who formerly represented the 
Bartlett Frazier Co., will again represent 
it here. Finley Barrell & Co., who were 
represented by Mr. Petri, will withdraw 
from the St. Louis market. 


Owing to the advanced transfer fee 
taking effect Jan. 1, about 20 applications 
were made for membership of the St. 
—_ Merchants’ Exchange last week. 

pplicants of interest to the milling 
ra ie were George Kaps, of the Dreyer 


Commission Co; Milton C. Hauke and 
Joseph H. Albrecht, of the Annan- 
Burg Grain & Milling Co; Trentiss S. 
Wilson, of the Steeleville (ill.) Milling 
Co; John H. Herron, of the Elmore- 
Schultz Grain Co., and G. W.’ Kahle, of 
the Werthan Bag Co. 





REVISED DIFFERENTIALS 


Federation Adopts New Schedules of Pack- 
age Differentials for Northwestern 
and Eastern Territories 


In accordance with the recommenda- 
tion made at the regular semiannual 
meeting of directors, delegates and mem- 
bers of the Millers’ National Federation 
last October; the Federation’s committee 
on package differentials has just issued 
revised schedules covering the northwest- 
ern and eastern territories. The sched- 
ules as drawn up by the committee were 
approved by the Federation directors, a 
mail vote having been taken. 


NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY 


The schedule for the Northwest covers 
North and South Dakota, Montana, Wis- 
consin, the northern peninsula of Michi- 
gan, Minnesota and Illinois except for 
Chicago. 

The basis in this territory.is the 49-lb 
cotton sack. For other packages the 
schedule runs as follows: 140-lb jute, 
same as basis; 98-lb cotton and jute, 
same as basis; 241%-lb cotton, 10c. over 
basis; 1214-lb cotton, 20c over; 10-lb cot- 
ton (20 to the barrel, in jute or paper 
envelopes), 80c over; 5-lb cotton (40 to 
the barrel, in jute or paper envelopes), 
$1 over; 2414-lb paper, same as basis; 
12¥,-lb paper, 10c over; 10-lb paper (20 
to the barrel, in jute or paper envelopes), 
50c over; 5-lb paper (40 to the barrel, 
in jute or paper envelopes), 80c over; 
outside jute or paper covers, 25c per bbl 
additional; shipments in buyer’s sacks, 
15¢ under basis. 


EASTERN TERRITORY 


This schedule covers Indiana, the 
southern peninsula of Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Delaware, northern Virginia, 
West Virginia, the District of Columbia, 
the New England states and the city of 
Chicago. 

Wood is the basis in this territory, and 
the schedule is as follows: 14-bbl wood, 
40c over basis; 140-lb jute, 20c under; 
98-lb cotton and jute, 20c under; %4-bbl 
cotton, 10c under; 14-bbl cotton, same as 
basis; 1/16-bbl cotton, 10c over. Small 
cotton sacks, in jute or paper envelopes, 
as follows: 10-lb (20 to the barrel), 50c 
over; 7-lb (28 to the barrel), 50c over; 
6-lb (32 to the barrel), 60c over; 5-lb 
(40 to the barrel), 80c over; 3%-lb (56 
to the’ barrel), 90c over; 3-lb (64 to the 
barrel), 90c over; 2-lb (98 to the barrel), 
$1.60 over. 

For paper packages the differentials 
are: 14-bbl, 20c under basis; %-bbl, lsc 
under; 1/16-bbl, same as basis. Small 
paper sacks, in jute or paper envelopes, 
as follows: 10-Ib (20 to the barrel), 30c 
over; 7-lb (28 to the barrel), 30c over; 
6-lb (32 to the barrel), 40c over; 5-lb 
(40 to the barrel), 60c over; 314-lb (56 
to the barrel), 75c over; 3-lb (64 to the 
barrel), 75c over; 2-lb (98 to the bar- 
rel), $1.20 over. 

Outside jute or paper covers, 25c per 
bbl additional. Sales made on wood 
basis, shipped in buyer’s sacks, 35 under 
basis. Where contract price is based on 
jute or half-cotton package and ship- 
ment is made in buyer’s sacks, 15¢ reduc- 
tion in price shall be made for buyer’s 
sacks. 


SOUTHERN TERRITORY 


For purposes of comparison, the sched- 
ule of differentials drawn up at the 
October meeting for the western, south- 
western, southern and southeastern ter- 
ritory is here given: basis, 24-lb cotton; 
48-lb cotton, same as basis; 98-lb cotton, 
same as basis; 96-lb cotton, same. as 
basis; 12-Ib cotton, 15c over; 6-lb cotton, 
45c over; barrel, wood, lic over; 1-bbls, 
wood, 45¢c over; 140-lb jute, 10c under; 
bulk, 20c under; outside jute covering, 
15¢ per bbl additional. 





The American Malt Corporation has 
declared a quarterly dividend of $1 a 
share on preferred stock. Previously the 
rate had been 50c. 


January 3, 1917 
MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 32.) 
ter-State Flour & Feed Co., Omaha, was 
in Minneapolis Dec. 29-30, calling on 
shippers, 

Demand for screenings about equals 
the supply, and prices are firm. Quota- 
tions on recleaned buckwheat screenings 
are largely: nominal; dealers represent 
this variety to be almost unobtainable. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

Some Liverpool flour has recently been 
booked with the Grand Trunk to go via 
Portland, Maine. 

T. B. Montgomery, assistant general 
freight agent for the Milwaukee road at 
Minneapolis, has been appointed general 
eastern agent, with headquarters in New 
York City. 

S. A. Eddy, grain and flour solicitor 
for the Milwaukee road at Minneapolis, 
has been appointed division freight and 
passenger agent for the road, with head- 
quarters at Des Moines, Iowa. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Jan. 2) 
quoted, in cents. per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 102.3; 
Amsterdam, 198.3; Baltic basis, 172.3; 
Bristol, 87.3; Christiania, 172.3; Copen- 
hagen, 172.3; Cardiff, 84.3; Dublin, 81.3; 
Dundee, 87.3; Glasgow, 80.3; Hull, 102.3; 
Leith, 87.3; Liverpool, 77.3; London, 82.3; 
Manchester, 80.3; Marseilles, 153.55; Rot- 
terdam, 197.3; St. John’s, N. F., 91.8. 





Northwestern. Mills 
Following is a list of northwestern 


- mills, outside of Minneapolis, which re- 


port their weekly flour output and for- 
eign shipments to The Northwestern Mill- 
er. Upon these reports, the tabulated 
statements of output and exports, ap- 
pearing elsewhere, are based: 


MINNESOTA 


Baldwin Flour Mills, Minneapolis. 

Big Diamond Mills Co., Minneapolis. 
Blaisdell Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Blue Earth City Mill Co., Blue Earth. 
L. G, Campbell Mig. Co., Blooming Prairie. 
L. G. Campbell Milling Co., Owatonna. 
Cannon Valley Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Capital City Milling & Grain Co., St. Paul. 
Chippewa Milling Co., Montevideo. 

Cc. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia. 

L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 

Claro Milling Co., Waseca. 
Commander Mill Co., Minneapolis. 
Crescent Milling Co., Fairfax. 
Crookston Milling Co., Crookston. 
Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

Echo Milling Co., Echo. ~ 

Empire Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Farmers’ Milling Co., Cold Spring. 
Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
Gardner Mills, Hastings. 

Globe Flour Mills Co., Perham. 
Gunderson Milling Co., Kenyon. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 

W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 

La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 

Marshall Milling Co., Marshall. 
Melrose Milling Co., Melrose. 

New London Milling Co., Willmar. 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Northwestern Milling Co., Little Falls. 
Osakis Milling Co., Osakis. 

Phoenix Mill Co., Herman. 

Red Wing Milling Co., Red Wing. 
Rush City Milling Co., Rush City. 

St. Paul Milling Co., St. Paul. 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Springfield Milling Co., Springfield. 
Tennant & Hoyt Co., Lake City. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


Cavalier Milling Co., Cavalier. 

Fargo Mill Co., Fargo. 

Farmers’ Mill & Grain Co., Milnor. 
Grafton Roller Mill Co., Grafton. 
Harvey Milling Co., Harvey. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Minot Flour Mill Co., Minot. 

New Rockford Milling Co., New Rockford. 
Park River Milling Co., Park River. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Dickinson. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Grand Forks. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Minot. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Valley City. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Aberdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 

The Central Dakota Mill, Arlington. 
George C. Christian & Co., Redfield. 
Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
Webster Mill Co., Webster. 


OTHER STATES 


Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City, Iowa. 
Plymouth Milling Co., LeMars, Iowa. 
Western Flour Mill Co., Davenport, Iowa. 
Listman Mill Co., La Crosse, Wis. 





The capitalization of Norway’s new 
shipping companies formed during th 
first nine months of the current year ag 
gregated nearly $149,000,000. 
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Advertisers desiring special information 
concerning markets or connections in Ameri- 
ca or elsewhere are invited to correspond 
direct with the European Department, 





Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given The Northwestern Miller. 








Lonvon, Dec. 6, 1916 








The flour situation has cleared to some 
extent. Many Canadian, and some Ameri- 
can, millers are ready to make the regu- 
lation straight-grade flour. Several sales 
have occurred at ‘prices ranging from 54s 
net, ¢.i.f., upward, but a few samples at 
hand are pronounced too dark. In one 
case an importer cabled for 80 per cent 
before the order was published, and has 
got a wheat meal that is unsalable. 

Meanwhile, many mills in this city are 
turning out quite white 76 per cent, 
while some nice-looking loaves are to be 
seen on millers’ stands about the ex- 
change. The flour used must have con- 
tained a considerable proportion of Aus- 
tralian wheat, but there is no reason why 
American and Canadian millers should 
not make from spring wheat a straight 
flour that is salable. In all cases, how- 
ever, they would do well to study samples. 

Many questions arising under the new 
order are still awaiting elucidation. It is 
not certain whether the lower clears, in- 
tended for human consumption, will be 
allowed entry into this country, though 
the authorities have agreed to admit red 
dog for dog biscuits, and already several 
sales of this product are reported at about 
£16 5s@£16 10s per ton, c.i.f. It is prob- 
able that white fiour will be allowed for 
special purposes under special license. 

Importers and flour handlers are 
liquidating their stocks of white flour, as 
after Jan. 1 no sales will be legal, except 
under license. The authorities are ready 
to take over for their own use what may 
be left, at the price of the day. Import- 
ers complain that American quotations 
for the new flour are out of line, but 
Canadians are a bit easier, though not 
altogether at our parity. 

There have been sales of Canadian 77 
per cent at 54s c.i.f., about equal to 56s 
6d ex-store. One importer, soon after 
the order was made, had five quotations 
from American and Canadian millers 
running from 52s 6d to 60s 6d, net, c.i.f. 
London mills are keeping their one grade, 
now called G. R., or “government regula- 
tion,” at 59s. Country mills are offering 
at 56@57s, ex-rail London. They are not 
getting on nearly as well as the port mills, 
because the weathered wheat of this crop 
is giving bad color. 

Over-sea flour on the spot is scarce, 
but is being looked up, presumably be- 
cause bakers wish to use it in their Christ- 
mas trade. Spot prices range from 57s 
6d for clears to 62s 6d for patents. 


THE MONEY SITUATION 


As investment in all classes of bills is 
checked for the time being by the up- 
heaval in the British cabinet, there is an 
accumulation of money on the market, 
and rates are consequently easy. Loans 
today were mostly quoted at 414,@4%, per 
cent. At the close, day-to-day money 
was obtainable at 4@4% per cent and 
seven-day loans at 41,@4%. 

In ordinary ‘discount bills there has 
been very little doing throughout the 
week, but demand for short-dated treas- 
ury bills has been strong. A good deal of 
satisfaction is expressed that the scheme 
for the issue of short-dated British treas- 
ury bills in America has been withdrawn, 
as it was feared it would have the effect 
of upsetting the arrangements in progress 
for adjusting the exchange. 

As it was, a weakening tendency in the 
exchange immediately made its appear- 





ance, but the withdrawal of the scheme 
has steadied it again. ‘Three months’ 
bank bills are quoted at 51%,@5 9-16 per 
cent, four months’ at 5%@5 9-16, six 
months at 5 9-16, and trade bills at 5% 
@6¥,. The bank rate remains at 6 per 
cent. 
OATMEAL 

Oatmeal is advancing, which is not 
surprising with oats reported still stand- 
ing in some fields in Scotland. Aberdeen 
is 3s up on the week at 30s per~112 lbs, 
while Midlothian jumped 2s to 33s. 
American coarse, medium and fine varie- 
ties have moved up 30s on the week, the 
price being £27 per ton in each case. 


MILLFEED 


Millfeed is naturally very strong, mill- 
ers holding bran at £14 10s@£14 15s per 
ton, while coarse middlings are mostly 
£16 10s. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


Entries of f reign flour into London 
for two- weeks, with the respective coun- 
tries of origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 


Dec. 1 Nov. 24 

oo BP ere ee 8,128 1,327 
Po Ae eee ee ae oe 
MIE e's 4 0. $ 5% op bs ares bs 0 3,550 500 
WOE 65.65 Sieh Se old's les Chee ae . 1,380 
i ET ek eee ee 17, 314 3,207 
Note: In the above table, all information 


as to ports, such as Atlantic or Pacific, is 
for the present withheld. 
Average receipts for four weeks end- 


ing: 


Dec. 1 Nov. 3 Oct. 6 
Foreign wheat* ...... 79,440 92,225 57,442 
British wheatt ....... 2,191 2,251 2,093 
Foreign flourt ........ 14,943 21,713 24,119 
Foreign and British 
GONE: vintievooecws ve 37,611 44,690 45,907 
*Qrs (480 lbs). fQrs (504 Ibs). tSacks 
(280 lbs). 


ARGENTINE OFFALS 

A sale of 1,000 tons of Argentine mid- 
dlings was reported made on the London 
market during the week. Argentine bran 
is worth in London £14 c.i.f., coarse mid- 
dlings £15, and fine middlings £16. With 
such high prices ruling, it is strangé that 
offers have not been received on offals 
from America and Canada, but possibly 
it is a question of freights that prevents 
business. 

NOTES 

Australian mills have been making 
offers on the government regulation flour, 
and it is understood that some orders 
have been booked at 55s. 

The Board of Trade has issued an 
order prohibiting the use of wheat in the 
manufacture of beer, it having come: to 
the knowledge of the government that, 
owing to the high price and scarcity of 
barley, wheat was being used as a sub- 
stitute. 


LIVERPOOL, DEC. 5 


New business in foreign flours, so far 
as the superfine qualities are concerned, 
is at a standstill, and prices remain 
nominally unchanged. 

Homemade regulation straight flour is 
officially quoted at 57s, and a fair busi- 
ness is reported around this price. Some 
Manitoba new-wheat 80 per cent straights 
have been offered by Canadian mills at 
53s per 280 lbs c.i.f., and 76 per cent 
straights at 54s 6d, and at about these 
figures a fair tentative business has ma- 
terialized. 

Low-grade flours on spot and to arrive 
are held at fully last week’s prices, which 
checks business. Second bakers are quot- 
ed at 47s 6d per sack ex-quay. For ship- 
ment, America asks for same quality 45s 
c.i.f., which is above buyers’ views, but 
red dog quoted at 39s 6d c.i.f. has at- 
tracted fair attention, leading to quite a 
good business. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 2,000 sacks, and to the United King- 


dom 129,000, against 97,000 the same week 
last year. 
FROM THE TRADE 

Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: A 
fair trade is doing in government regula- 
tion flour, Manitoba 76 per cent extrac- 
tion, at 52s 6d@55s for December mill 
shipment. The same grade from Minne- 
apolis is held for 57s. For winter wheat 
76 per cent extraction flour 53s was paid, 
December mill shipment. Low-grades in 
good demand, but prices asked for ordi- 
nary second clears, viz., 45s, stop busi- 
ness, 44s being obtainable. Further 
large lines of red dog sold at 39s@39s 9d 
c.i.f. Liverpool, Glasgow and Bristol. 

Cottonseed meal firm and in good de- 
mand; £16 5s was bid for 36 per cent 
afloat, but sellers asked £16 10s. Linseed 
cake in good demand at rapidly advanc- 
ing prices. American mills now asking 
£17 c.i.f., war risk paid. A reseller took 
£16 10s today. 

SCOTTISH MARKETS, DEC. 4 

Business in imported flours is at a 
standstill on the Glasgow, market, and 
where quotations for American makes 
have been named they are dearer by 5s 
per sack for soft winters and 3s 6d for 
Kansas. Some small lots of Manitoba 
have changed hands at 59s on the spot. 

The general position as to flour’ has 
been somewhat more clearly defined by 
the announcement that the government 
Commission on Wheat Supplies is pre- 
pared to take over all existing flour con- 
tracts between now and Jan. 1 next at the 
market price of the day. But there are 
special difficulties in the way relative to 
the flour trade in Scotland which have not 
been dealt with, and which, if not han- 
dled promptly, may be the cause of much 
inconvenience. 

It appears to have been overlooked by 
those who have enacted the new grading 
of flour, that one-half of the bread sup- 
ply of Scotland is manufactured from 
American and Canadian imported flours, 
the use of which, under present grades, is 
prohibited after Jan. 1. There are no 
means at command in Scotland for mak- 
ing good the deficiency which will follow, 
the Scottish mills only being equal to the 
provision of one-half of the required 
supplies. An authority states that the 
English milling trade is prepared to make 
up the deficiency, but Scotland cannot 
rest content with a mere promise of that 
kind. 

What is desired is that the use of 
American and Canadian flours of current 
standard should be permitted until such 
time as over-sea millers are able to pro- 
vide flour of the new standard. It is un- 
derstood that arrangements -are being 
made by American and Canadian millers 
for producing flours of the new percent- 
age, but these probably cannot be mar- 
keted before the end of January, and a 
serious condition may arise in the interval 
for Scottish consumers, 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 
Trading on the Edinburgh and Leith 
markets has been very slow. The quota- 
tion for the new government regulation 
straight-run flour has been officially fixed 
at Gls 6d per sack, delivered, and the 
price of the best Midlothian oatmeal is 
given as 75s per 280 lbs. 


STOCKS IN GLASGOW 


The stock of North American and 
Canadian red wheat in sight in Glasgow 
at the end of last month was 90,982 qrs, 
a decrease of 14,717 qrs from the quan- 
tity in hand a year ago. However, flour 
shows a gain, there being 80,430 sacks, 
against 54,651 a year ago. 


* 
Glasgow bakers Sie advanced the price 
of the 4-Ib loaf by another 4d, bringing 
it up to 101,44. 





IRISH MARKETS, DEC. 4 

The flour trade is settling down into an 
ordinary state again, regulation flour 
having been taken as a matter of fact. 
There is no grumbling by millers or im- 
porters, all seeming to have accepted the 
situation in a spirit of loyalty. However, 
importers are not going altogether to take 
matters lying down. Offers of 76 per 
cent straight-run flour have been received 
from both Minneapolis and Canada, and 
one or two small transactions have been 
entered into, more as'an experiment than 
an attempt to trade largely until the 
situation is clearer. 

In the meantime, more than one im- 
porter has expressed the opinion that 
things are not so gloomy for his trade as 
would appear to have been the case two 
or three weeks ago, and it is anticipated 
that America will fall well into line, and 
be better able to compete with 76 per cent 
flour than on fine patents under old con- 
ditions. 

While some Minneapolis mills are re- 
fusing to offer flour of any description, 
others are making an attempt to meet the 
altered conditions and have cabled offers 
of 76 per cent straight-run flour on the 
basis of 58@59s net, c.i.f. Belfast, for 
December shipment. The price quoted is 
well in line with flour of similar qualities 
made by our home millers. 

Kansas flours are quoted nominally at 
60s, but there is very little offering on 
spot and no indications of any attempts 
being made to meet the altered conditions 
by offering the regulation grade. 

A few Manitoba 77 per cent straight- 
run grades have been offered on the basis 
of 57@58s net, c.i.f. Belfast or Dublin, 
and some business has been done at these 
prices. 

Of American soft winters there are 
none offering in any position. Everything 
is sold out on spot, and mills are not 
offering any straights, 

Mills have withdrawn all offers of 
sharps and pollards, and are simply 
dividing their present makes against ex- 
isting contracts. Bran is quoted, but at 
most extraordinary prices, common red 
ranging up from £14 ton, and fine white 
£16. Millers are not sellers forward, but 
merchants are turning over at a profit 
their purchases made a few weeks ago. 





London Flour Imports 


Arrivals of flour in London on the 
steamships named, between Nov. 21 and 
Dec. 5, in bags of 140 lbs, were: 

From Philadelphia per ss. Maine— 
<P ERT LeTET 1,000 Golden Lily .... 998 
BWV1ORE cei cccee 1,500 

From Boston per ss. Cloughton- 
| PP ry: 4,000 Vixen ......... 1,000 
Superlative .... 500 

From New York per ss. Foyle— 

+ i, We Se 498 
P| ae er 500 

From New York per ss. Manchuria 
DaROte 0c .uess 500 Gold Medal .... 500 
Tornado ....... 500 Superlative..... 470 
First Pref. . 1,000 


From New York per ss. Kathlambra— 





Cons, Ceres ....1,000 Superlative .... 530 
Caledonian ..... 500 
From Philadelphia per ss. East Point— 

Arlington ...... A aa 500 
Gold Belt ..... 2,999 Duluth Imperial 1,000 
Sweetloaf ..... 10,000 Zenith ......... 997 
GORCUEE spiccscs Ge BORPOO......5. - $60 
Guildhall .. -- 6500 100 Quarterns.. 2.000 
Pqpular - 1,000 Valkyr ........ 9.999 
pe eres Seem CoO, ..s.cess O87 
Strongdust ..... 500. Calumet ... 1,000 
| eae 1,000 





Argentine Grain Acreage 
The acreage of wheat, linseed, oats and 
corn in Argentina for four crop years, as 
officially estimated (000’s omitted) was as 


follows: 

*1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1912-14 
WOES, occceey 16,277 16,419 15,470 16,244 
Linseed ...... 3,245 4,060 4,257 4,397 
ee) ee 2,555 2,565 2,869 3,087 
COMM 2c ccctucs 9,925 10,386 10,260 


*Preliminary government estimate, Oct. 20. 
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BUILDING AN ELEVATOR 


Pictures Show Progressive Stages in Con- 
struction of New Seo Line Elevator 
in North Minneapolis 


In its issue of Dec. 13 Ine Northwest- 
ern Miller published a picture of the new 
terminal elevator of the Minneapolis, St. 
Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Railroad in 
Minneapolis. This photograph, showing 
the elevator virtually completed, was taken 
on Oct. 9, 1916. The pictures shown 
herewith, taken-by Sweet, of Minneapolis, 
and published by courtesy of the “Soo” 
road, show progressive stages in the con- 
struction of this 1,250,000-bu elevator. 

As the pictures show, the greater part 
of the outside construction work was 
done in the three months of April, May 
and June. The first photograph shows 
the site of the elevator as it looked late 
in March, when work began. The final 
picture shows the condition of the build- 
ing near the end of June, with the main 
storage tanks nearly completed, and the 
working-house under construction. The 
smaller pictures show the top of the 
structure at various stages during the 
first three months of work. 


NEW YORK AND ITS FREIGHT 
CONGESTION 


(Continued from page 28.) 

vessel is a 32-foot. gasoline power-boat 
capable of making 12 miles an hour. The 
“Scout,” as the boat has been named, 
carries an operator who has a pilot’s 
license, and an inspector who was for- 
merly known as a “runner,’—one of a 
number employed by the railroads en- 
tering New York who must lighter their 
freight to and from Manhattan and 
Brooklyn piers. 

The “runners” are used by the rail- 
road to check up on their car floats, grain 
boats, lighters and barges placed in slips, 
and at piers up and down the New York 
and Brooklyn shores. They are men in 
authority who can solve problems for the 
boat captains; see that the greatest effi- 
ciency is being gotten out of the boats, 
and that no time is being wasted in their 
loading and unloading. 

Heretofore a number of these “run- 
ners” have been employed by the Lehigh 
Valley. The management decided to ex- 
periment with a power-boat in this con- 
nection, and the experiment has proved 
an immediate success. All the “runners” 
have been replaced by one man, and for 
the first time it has been possible to have 
a daily report on all the boats scattered 
along the metropolitan water front. The 
result has been not only a saving finan- 
cially, but a considerable gain for the 
railroad and its shippers. 

Perhaps the most important addition 
to the harbor facilities is the new steel 
and concrete pier on the Hudson River, 
at the foot of Rector Street, just com- 
pleted. This terminal, known as Pier 8, 
is 730 feet long by 75 wide. Located at 
one of the most strategic points for 
traffic in the downtown section of New 
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All There Was of the New “Soo” Elevator in North Minneapolis on March 28, 1916 


York, it has water rights on both sides, 
and has been built to handle a large vol- 
ume of business without difficulty. The 
structure is absolutely fireproof through- 
out, resting on piling with a concrete 
substructure. 

Every up-to-the-minute idea in freight 


interiors of cars on floats alongside which 
are being loaded or unloaded. There is 


room to load three floats, each with a ~ 


capacity of 23 cars, from the bulkhead 
structure at the same time; or floats 
holding a possible 115 cars might be un- 
loaded at once, working the pier to its 





Looking Down from One of the Construction Towers, May 26 


pier construction has been incorporated; 
there are frequent gangway bridges, 
scales, overhead cranes and every other 
facility for the rapid and safe handling 
of freight. The lighting system pro- 
vides not only for the lighting of the pier 
and bulkhead structures, but also the 


fullest capacity. Thus the pier can handle 
some 3,500 tons of freight at one time. 
ixperts from all over the world have 
attempted to solve the freight and trans- 
portation problems of New York harbor 
and, as a result thereof, many improve- 
ments for handling freight have been 


Fae aT eT me 


After Two Months of Work: the Top of the Structure on May 22 


made during the past two decades; but 
with all this, when there come times like 
these, with 20,000,000 European men en- 
gaged on the field of battle, and by reason 
of the attendant extraordinary activities 
demanding a third more food than they 
ordinarily would, probably six times as 
much clothing, the same proportion of 
shoes and many other things, to say noth- 
ing of explosives and similar material (a 
large portion of which must be supplied 
by this country and the bulk of it han- 
died through the port of New York), it 
is not to be wondered at that the facilities 
for handling this vast heap of goods seem 
at times inadequate. To use a classic 
expression, “Ossa on Pelion thrice they 
strive to pile,” when Ossa in itself would 
have been sufficient to test the facilities 
to their limit. 





RECENT LEGAL DECISIONS 


Important Matters Affecting the Milling 
Industry Lately Ruled on by 
Various Courts 





STOPPAGE IN TRANSIT 

Legal questions concerning the right of 
a consignee of grain to hold the carrier 
liable for misdelivery were involved in 
the case of Bell vs. Chicago & North 
Western Railway Co., recently decided by 
the Wisconsin supreme court. 

A carload of oats was shipped from 
Iowa to plaintiff at Milwaukee. Plaintiff 
deposited thé bill of lading with defend- 
ant’s agent at his office in the Milwaukee 
Chamber of Commerce. The next day 
the car was sold to one Glavin, who gave 
plaintiff his check in settlement, and 
order for delivery’of the car to him was 
signed by plaintiff, but through mistake 
it was directed to the Milwaukee road. 
The last-named road issued a new bill of 
lading to Glavin. The day following, 
plaintiff discovered that the check had 
been dishonored, and immediately direct- 
ed defendant to withhold delivery, but the 
car was afterwards delivered by defend- 
ant on the order of the other road. 

In holding defendant liable to-plaintiff 
for the value of the shipment, the court 
decides that, under the circumstances, no 
valid title to the grain had passed to 
Glavin before plaintiff polos 5 v0 right 
of stopping delivery for dishonor of the 
check, and that defendant was guilty of 
converting the shipment by disregarding 
plaintiff’s order to hold the same. 


UNLAWFUL CONSPIRACIES 
A decision of the Kentucky court of 
appeals draws attention to the well- 
settled but not generally understood prin- 
ciple of law that, although one, acting 
alone, may withhold his patronage from 
another, whether for good cause or ma- 
liciously, it is actionable for him to. con- 
spire with others to injure the business 
of another. The decision was handed 
down in the case of Farmers’ Tobacco 
Warehouse Co. vs. Leech, in which plain- 
tiff sued for damages, asserting such a 
conspiracy. 
In reversing judgment for plaintiff, the 
court finds that defendants, in ceasing to 
attend sales conducted by plaintiff, did 
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so because of dislike for plaintiff’s floor 
manager, and not through any desire to 
injure plaintiff. Defendants’ right to 
agree not to attend plaintiff’s sales so 
long as an offensive manager should be in 
charge was recognized. On the broader 
question, the court says: 

“Any person or any number of per- 
sons has the right at any time, either 
singly or in concert, to suspend for a time 
or abandon entirely their business rela- 
tions with any other person, whether the 
suspension or abandonment is for good 
cause or is the result of caprice, preju- 
dice, or malice, unless the suspension or 
abandonment of such relations is pursu- 
ant to a conspiracy entered into for the 
purpose of injuring or destroying the 
business of the other party, and it has 
been injured or destroyed by the acts or 
conduct of the conspirators, or some of 
them.” 

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY 


In one of those rare and refreshing 
court decisions wherein an employer is 
exonerated from liability for personal 
injury to a worker, the Pennsylvania 
supreme court lays down these important 
limitations upon responsibility for injury 
resulting from defective tools or ap- 
pliances: 

Mere proof of the fact of the accident 
and resulting injury to plaintiff em- 
ployee does not establish his right to 
damages. It must be shown, further, that 
the employer was aware of the defect or 
would have known of it if proper inspec- 
tion of the appliance had been made. 
Where a defect arises in the course of 
the use of tools or appliances, the em- 
ployer is not responsible, in the absence 
of proof of sufficient time and oppor- 
tunity before the accident in which to 
discover the flaw. 

Such incidental dangers arising in the 
course of the employment are risks which 
the employee takes upon himself. He has 
better means of observing the imperfec- 
tions than has the employer, and it is his 
duty to use proper care to discover them, 
and report them to his employer. Weaver 
vs. Wohlsen. 


KANSAS COMPENSATION ACT 


The Kansas supreme court has affirmed 
judgment against the Red Star Mill & 
Elevator Co., in favor of one McCorkle, 
under the workmen’s compensation act, 
for injury sustained by plaintiff to his 
knee in the course of his employment by 


the company. The points decided by the 
court are as follows: 

Defendant’s application for a continu- 
ance of the case for such time as would 
indicate whether plaintiff’s injury is tem- 
porary or permanent was properly de- 
nied, it appearing that more than a year 
ge aay between the accident and the 
trial. 

On conflicting evidence as to whether 
the injury was due to an accident at de- 
fendant’s mill or to plaintiff’s slipping 
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the case of Kissell vs. Pittsburgh, Fort 
Wayne & Chicago Railroad Co. 

The court also holds that it is within 
the implied authority of a travelling 
freight agent to make such an agreement 
on the part of his company, especially 
where other cars had been furnished un- 
der similar circumstances. 


AN INVALID ORAL CONTRACT 


In the case of Elmore vs.’ Busseno, the 
appellate division of the New York su- 


Still Adding to the Upper Conrcete Work, June 30 


on a street, the jury’s finding that it 
occurred at the mill must be regarded as 
conclusive. 

Under the Kansas compensation act, 
judgment may be rendered against the 
employer for a lump sum award, instead 
of an award of weekly payments subject 
to modification, redemption or cancella- 
tion. 

DUTY TO FURNISH CARS 

That a railway company may validly 
bind itself by an agreement to furnish a 
shipper with cars for loading at a point 
not on that company’s line is recognized 
by the Kansas City court of appeals in 





preme court has refused to hold defend- 
ant liable on an asserted agreement that 
he would buy four carloads of oats, be- 
cause the sale involved more than $50 
and there was no partial delivery or pay- 
ment and no evidence of the agreement in 
writing, within the meaning of the New 
York statute which makes such oral con- 
tracts unenforceable. 

It was sought to hold defendant on the 
theory that a letter written by him to 
plaintiff canceling “a future order stand- 
ing in your house” constituted a sufficient 
memorandum when connected with a let- 
ter previously written by plaintiff con- 


Main Storage Tanks Virtually Completed, and the Working-House Almost at Its Full Height, June 26 
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firming the sale, but the court finds that 


there was no legal proof of defendant’s 
receipt of the letter of confirmation. 

It is decided that proof of the mailing 
of a properly addressed and stamped 
letter raises a presumption of receipt by 
the addressee, but that, in this case, the 
mere fact that a letter confirming the sale 
was written, signed by plaintiff's man- 
ager, and handed to an office boy whose 
duties required him to put the letter in a 
proper envelope, and seal, stamp and 
mail it, was not legal evidence that the 
letter was in fact mailed. 


AMOUNT OF SALARY DUE 


An employee transferred from one de- 
partment of a concern’s business to an- 
other, without any agreement as to the 
salary to be paid for his new work, is 
presumed to have entered upen it at the 
old rate. This is what the Arkansas 
supreme court decided the other day in 
the case of Rice vs. Westbrook Grain & 
Commission Co., wherein it appeared that 
plaintiff was transferred from employ- 
ment in defendant’s wholesale business 
to the management of a retail feed store. 
He claimed additional compensation, but 
the court refused to allow it, because 
there was nothing to show that there was 
any mutual understanding that his: salary 
should be raised. 

OCEAN SPACE CONTRACTS 

In dismissing the suit of United States 
Cast-Iron Pipe & Foundry Co. vs. Gulf 
& Ship Island Railroad Co., which was 
brought to recover damages for claimed 
breach of a contract to carry a shipment 
from Gulfport, Miss., to Colon, Panama, 
the Mississippi supreme court decides 
that, under an agreement to provide 
ocean space for 5,000 tons of freight, a 
carrier is not bound to accept a shipment 
of 2,100 tons only; and that a quotation 
of a rate for water transportation is not 
binding until accepted. 

Another interesting legal point made 
in the court’s decision is that a naked 
contract to furnish space for “ocean 
transportation,” without specifying the 
class of vessel-to be used, does not bind 
the carrier to furnish a steamer, as dis- 
tinguished from a sailing vessel. But 
nothing is found in the opinion to inti- 
mate that obligation to furnish a steamer 
might not be inferred from a custom ap- 
plicable to particular circumstances dif- 
fering from those of the case before the 
Mississippi court. A. L. H. Srreer. 

















The Miller’s Primer 
Oh, my goodness, what is this the Pic- 
ture of? That, Rollo, is an Am-i-able 
Li-bel of a Miller. Why does he stand in 
the middle of a Pas-ture holding his 
Walk-ing Stick? That, Child, is to make 
him look Am-i-able. Yes, but ob-serve how 


Wd dy 


Bole 

\\\ 
&.- 
Tired he looks: has he been in Jail?” No, 
but he wants most awfully to have the 
Art-ist put there. Could he not, Uncle 
Henry, get even by licking the Edit-or? 
No, Rollo, for the Edit-or is a Dem-o-crat 
and there-fore skill-ed in turn-ing away 
Right-e-ous Wrath with Soft Words. Let 
us turn quick-ly to the next Pic-ture. 

* * 


A Miller’s Letter to George Washington 

Appearing in a book recently published 
by Doubleday, Page & Co., entitled 
“Mount Vernon,” by Paul Wilstach, the 
foilowing letter is not without interest 
when viewed in the light of modern 
phonetic spelling. Sent from William 
Poole, a miller, to Colonel Washington, it 
reads as follows: 

“Most honourabel Cornal this with 
Great Submishon and i hope with out a 
fens and i hope your honour is in good 
health, i have hear made Bold to let you 
no the Qualatys of your mill i have in 
hande now gaind 604 Barels of Corn and 
Sixteen barels of wheat and have in gaind 
a Great Deal of Custum from meariland 
as well as heare and now She fails for 
want of water By reason of a good Deel 
of Dry weather which makes me Sorry 
that i cant grind faster for your Cus- 
tumers and by havein so Cloes in ploy 
with the mill the fore part of the year it 





& 


has hind ard me from tendin the ground 
which i was to have and by Mr. John 
Washingtons Desiers i throd up _ the 
ground to humphry Knight and Mr. 
John washington told me he would be 
bound your honour would Sattis fy me 
for it in which i make no Dout of your 
honours goodness as i am reaDy to obay 
and have in a Large famalea to maintane 
i must in Deaver for a maintaneance for 
them in which i hope youre honour wont 
tak it amiss and that you will bepleast 
to let me no in time if I am to minde the 
mill agane and upon whit tirms as i Can 
maintane my famalea i be in very willin 
to serv your honour with out hurtin my 
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Self the hors which your Brother put 
here Dyd. with a Distemper which is a 
great Dis a pointment to the meariland 
Custumers and now Sur i must begg a 
line ur to from your honour that a ma no 
what i have to Doo up on which i Shall 
rely. and so to conclud from your hum- 
bel Servant at Command. 
“William Poole miller 
“July Ye. 9: 1758.” 
* * 
Get Together 
[From the Alpena Echo. ] 

Wanted—Boy wanted for baking. In- 
quire Clymie’s bakery. 

[From the Austin, Minn., Herald.] 

Wanted—Unfurnished room by school 
boy suitable for cooking. 

—Chicago Tribune. 
* * 
The Call of Hunger 

A western miller, not»long ago, had 
occasion to go to New York, and decided 
to spend a few days “visiting” in the 
metropolis after his errand was com- 
pleted. To this end, he wired a salesman, 
with whom he was on terms of personal 
friendship, requesting the salesman to 
meet him in New York prepared to take 
a few days’ vacation, by way of reward 
for recent good sales. 

On the appointed day the miller ar- 
rived, only to find a telegram requiring 
his immediate presence in New England. 
Leaving a note for his salesman friénd 
and word with the hotel management to 
charge his account with whatever accom- 
modation the salesman might want, the 
miller departed on an early train. 

When he returned three or four days 
later, he met both the salesman and the 
hotel’s memorandum amounting to $100.15 
for the salesman’s entertainment in the 
interim. 

“George,” he said, after greetings and 
various comment about markets and 
trade conditions had been exchanged, “I 
got this bill from the hotel. No, mind, 
George, I am not kicking. It’s perfectly 
all right. I wanted you to enjoy your- 


Gq al 

self and am only sorry I was not here. 
But, George, I’ve got a devilish curiosity 
to know what that fool 15c is for.” 

“Oh, that,” said George. “You mean 
that little 15c. Well, now, I can explain 
that in a very simple way. Seems funny, 
too, but the truth is you were so long 
getting back that last night I just natu- 
rally got hungry and went into the din- 
ing-room and got me a bowl of soup.” 

“That’s perfectly all right, George,” 
said the miller, “I knew it must be all 
square, but I just wondered. Now, what 
shall we do?” Heimer. 








Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








HIGH-GRADE FLOUR SALESMAN WANT- 
ed. Give age, experience and references. 
Address 429, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


FLOUR SALESMAN WANTED FOR MIN- 
nesota—one who knows the trade and the 
ground, and can command business. Send 
full particulars to Medina Milling Co., 
Medina, N. D 





SALESMAN WANTED—WE REQUIRE 
the services of a high-grade flour sales- 
man who can sell high-grade flour at a 
fair price in central and eastern states 
territory; we are ready to pay such a man 
all he can earn; if you measure up to our 
requirements, write us giving references. 
Address 424, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








WANTED—POSITION WITH MILL BY 
flour salesman with eight years’ experi- 
ence with the New York and New Jersey 
trade. Address “A,” care Northwestern 
Miller, 16 Beaver Street, New York, N. Y. 





WANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILLER; 
wide experience wheats and systems; mar- 
ried and absolutely dependable; can get 
results; employer’s interest is my interest; 
references. Address 408, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 


January 3, 1917 





Wanted—General Superintendent 


with headquarters at Buffalo, charge of five 
plants in four cities, good position for big 
man, give all particulars, including experi- 
ence, references and salary expected, in first 
letter. Address 430, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 








FOR SALE OR TRADE 
Up-to-date 250 barrel Steam Roller Flour- 
ing Mill, Brick Buildings, located in South- 
ern Minnesota, with established trade on 
Mill Brands, enjoying transit privileges on 
Wheat and Products. Reason for selling, 
owner wants to retire from active business. 
Address 381, Care Northwestern Miller. 








We are large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
It may pay you to correspond with us. 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 





FLOUR SALESMAN WITH FOUR YEARS’ 
experience will be at liberty after Jan. 1; 
age 41, married; territory optional; ac- 
quainted in Ohio and Indiana. Address 
R. R., care Northwestern Miller, Royal In- 
surance Building, Chicago, Ill. 





MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered. The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 

FOR SALE—A 75-BBL FLOUR MILL, 
with electric light and power plant, all 
lights and wire in town included; light 
Pays for all expenses; a snap for $16,000. 
Address 388, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 











_ MISCELLANEOUS 








FOR SALE—COMPLETE MACHINERY 
for 125-bbl oatmeal mill; all machinery is 
in first-class condition; if interested ad- 
dress John Breen, Waseca, Minn. 





FOR SALE — SECOND-HAND VICTOR 
wheat heaters and Beall wheat steamers, 
tested and guaranteed good as new for 
work, at half price. Willford Mfg. Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





FOR SALE—ONE 18x42 GIRDER TYPE 
Allis Corliss engine of 200 h-p at 100 Ibs 
pressure, with 14-ft fly-wheel, in first-class 
running condition; replaced with motors. 
Updike Milling Co., Omaha, Neb. 





FOR SALE — ONE CROSS - COMPOUND 
condensing Corliss engine, about 250 h-p, 
two horizontal return tube boilers, 60 in. 
by 18 ft., with fittings. Address 385, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





FOR SALE—COMPLETE MODERN FLOUR 
blending plant with lease of building, lo- 
cated on the Chicago Junction railway, 
with best switching facilities in Chicago; 
capacity for blending 500 to 600 bbls in 
10 hours; room to store 10,000 bbis of 
flour; all in first-class working order; will 
be vacated soon for larger quarters. Ad- 
dress 389, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 





Collector 


Superior to 
all others 


The Day Company 


Sole Manufacturers 


Minneapolis 











H-O Steam-Cooked 
Chick Feed 


is prepared especially for young 
chicks. It is steam-cooked so that 
every chick can digest it. Contains 
cut oatmeal and other sweet, clean 
grains. 


It is free from excess moisture and 
keeps well under normal conditions 
in a dealer's stock. 

Can you say that about the chick 
feed you sell? 

Sample, prices and descriptive folder 
on request. 


The H-O Company 
Mills : 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


John J. Campbell 
General Sales Agent 
Hartford,Conn. 








A. W. Estabrook 





Scientifically Exact 
Laboratory Reports— 


The dependable accuracy of our wheat, flour and baking 
tests is attested by the many large mills which use us to 
check their own laboratory work. 

There is no guessing about an ESTABROOK report,—it 
tells you what the wheat or flour is and shows with ex- 
actitude its baking worth. 


You can’t mill without 
laboratory service. 


The Estabrook Laboratory 


Kansas City, Mo. 














